Paradise, the Holy City

by Rev. Elwood Scottabridged Edition

Near the turn of the 20th century, God gave Seneca Sodi the glori

‘experience of spending forty days in Heav@ihis book will challenge

your life and give ya hope and encouragement to set aside &
= hindrances and press on into the glory of God.

-—-'T";

".IAS he relates his experiences to Elwood Scott, you will feel as thou
., you are right with him, seeing the many different scenes of the Celes
~ Kingdom, escorted by iKg David. You will wonder at the glory and
e ﬂl-,immensity of what God has prepared for us.

e Your heart will he stirred at the description of the Holy Convocatio
around the Throne as Jesus speaks antie®d message of preparation for His
coming. Your mind aml heart will be enlarged as you look into a world beyond the veil at
knowing that it will be worth it all!

0 The Publishers

FOREWORD

"I go to prepare a place for y8John 14:9

The most positive words about the eternal abode of the saints are found in these words
Saviour. He made heaven very real to \Without Jesus, we would not know very much of what heave
really is like, He opened the door to the "land tisefairer than day" and let us have a peek intdi.
was our greatest Authority because & had come from heaven and had complete understandir
knowledge of the celestial land.

In this last while many of us have suffered the loss of our dear lowesl W/e have missed them deeply
and often longed to see them again and share ourjegsthwith them. When we realize they are no
more with us here, in the physical form, it gives us much inward paithis last while the Lord has

called many of Highoice saints home to be with Him.

The only thing that can comfort our grief at the loss which we have suffered is the knowledge that
are with the Lord in the home which He has prepared for tHEBmey are now waiting for us to come
and join them ther. | personally believe that many more of His righteous ones will soon be cal
home. My own brother, Jamie, was called home very suddenly just a few monthg hgdknowledge
that He is with the Lord is my only comfort when | bid my father gbpe athis deathbed it was a deep
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grief to me because | know He loved me very deafly.he was passing from this world to the next, m
mother, my husband Jim and | sang the son of heaven toWinsang while the angels dipped down
low and carried him awayit o A b r a h alnéssn Germany when my father was sit¢ldid not
know if | would be able to see him before the Lord took himuas having a terrible struggle in letting
him go. One day the Lord made heaven so real to me that | was abledserely fatherl began to
write him a "gooebye" letter. Suddenly, the anointing came upon me and the prose tuned into a pc
form of writing. | want to share this with youf you have suffered the loss of a loved one, | pray that
will give you comfort.

If you should leave this house of clay

Ere I return to bid farewell,

Then d dadonmy father ddar,

Youbre going just ahead.

We are coming close behind
Mother, brothers, Jim and |

And we will meet again, dear dad,
Upon the other side.

Youol! | hug and kiss me with
Like you have always done.

And I 6l forget each |l onely
My weary feet have run.

You know, | envy you a bit

Because youo6ll see HIM first
The One who loved and lived and died

And took on Him our curse.

|l 6ve Il onged to see Him for s
| know I still must wait.

So tell Him that | love Him, dad,

When you step bade the gate.

And so, | bid you here goellye,
"Auf Wiedersehen" dear dad.
Remember, your girl loves you still
And will really miss her dad!

---- Gwen R. Shaw



HEAVEN

| looked past the curtain of time,

And saw up the beautiful stairs

Ten thousand brighangels in glory

All dressed in white raiment so fair.

"The battle is over," | heard them,

Their voices rang out
With palm leaves they shouted "Hosanna,"
His glory forever well share.

Our troubles and toiling is over,

The tempter is under oteet

Heb6s cast down in dar
While we walk the beautiful streets.

The flowers will bloom on forever,

The leaves of the trees evergreen.

No night will come to our city,

For i1itd6s |lightened by
As we stroll through the garder heaven

And smell the lilies so sweet,

We 6 | | clasp the hands
As He says, "May your joy be complete.”

As He shows us each one to our mansions
And we move in forever to stay,

The children will play by the fountain,

Our treasures will neer decay.

Wedll visit each ot he
So often 101l knock o
We can sit on the porch of your mansion
And | ook out oder the
We can talk of Godos
For time up there will never end.

Wedl |l allnteavene pl enty
I 61 | be just as rich
The ole ship of Zion is anchored,
Theyore stepping out
"The journey is ended," they shouted,

Kk

r
n

b

"We O | never sai l seas

The gates swing open so gently
As all of Godds chil d
At last we hear Jesus say softly,
"l came here to fix this for you."

-Author Unknown
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INTRODUCTION

For many months past | have had frequent visits from a very peculiar viditbhough his visits have
been surprises to me, yet they have been mosbwmelindeed.

At first | was startled and greatly surprised when a man with silken beard and flowing garments
into my study entirely uninvited and without apology.

At first his visits were brief, then longet. f I went for an dsvoewonds @
would frequently drop into my company, and seemed delighted to walk with so®n found he could
speak different languages with perfect ease and that his nationality was different from my own.

He seemed of superior ability and his irgetual powers were in ability far beyond my own.short, he
was a very uncommon person.

| have had a custom for many years past of rising early in the morning and taking a drive for an he
two before breakfastiNot infrequently | have overtaken aeamwho asked me for a ride; but on a numbe
of occasions after | had welcomed the journeyman to my side, | found -ialippy the side of the man
in the chario® he was my silken bearded friend.

Frequently after an houwv@asniscsbtnvyemnsnatmyomprlees e\
notice; and | have often looked in all directions, but in vain to see the course of his departure.

| have been entranced and lost in wonder and admiration at the trend of his conversation, and the
of his revelations. My soul loved him exceedingly and was grieved at his departbioenetimes, after
the family had retired, he would steal into my room while busy at my studies and remain until afte
midnight hour.

Among his earlier visits, one evening h&ed me if | could still write shorthand.
"Indeed,"” | said, "with as much ease as in earlier days."

"I have been looking for you for some time," he replied, "and if you consent to serve the purpos
which | have sought vy oablessihguponyou.”" conf er a f av

| gave him all the assurance | could of obedience to any reasonable request he midtd dsbn
lovingly replied:

"You shall then write a message for me to the people.”

After the arrangements were all completed for its final disipos he appointed an evening for a visit
similar to those we had enjoyed so much when he took me by surfodeom time to time we met and
the results were the following pages which will explain this introduction.

| am glad | consented to write farm. It has been with continual wonder, surprise, and admiration, a
has also been a great blessing to me personally.



During one of his earlier visits he explained that he was the same man | had met some years bef
the mountain slopes of the Cades.| remembered him quite well, for | had spent a day and a night
his cheerful home, and under his holy influentks name was Seneca Sodi, a Greek of Jewish desce
a fine scholar, a firm believer in Christianity, and a thorough student oflhles B

But he seemed so changed now, and his face glowed with such a halo of light that | did not recc
him atfirst and was inclined to doubt his story and to let it all pass as a clever trick, that | could
explain, that was being practiced upon. n¥et | could see a great similarity in the appearance of th
man and my long bearded friend of the Cascades.

| said to him: "How can this be?" He quickly replied, in the twinkling of an eye, "Only an earlier shec
the great resurrection harvest,"

"Oh, my God!" | said, "is it true that there is a man who has already experienced the great resurrec
the just, which is to occur at the last day?"

| thought then of the translation of Enoch, and of the chariot which swept Elijah into the heaven
Moses, who twice fasted forty days and was alone with God upon the Mount of Vision until he
caught a radiance of the eternal glory.

| thought of Paul who had been caught up into the third heaven and heard words of the everl
kingdom. | thought aga n o f the many bodies of the sai |
resurrection; who went about Jerusalem showing themselves alive from the dead.

So | reasoned within myself, saying, may not great events occur in these last days of G
grace? Why should not Seneca Sodi, one of the descendants of the ancient Israel of God, in the:
days receive great revelations from the Almighty and an earlier resurrection than the rest of the
harvest?But | must leave him to tell his own story.

---Elwood Scott

CHAPTER ONE
Senec aFirSt¥isiti 6 s

It was thefirst day of June and the sun had s€&he toil of the day was ovel.had my

studio thoroughly lighted and In the cleanest and best condition | could makeakd.
provided pencils, papepens and ink, and was nervously waiting for my silken bearded
friend. | felt a keen sense of uneasiness, not knowing the full nature of his mission or w
all it might embrace.l knelt and most solemnly prayed that the Almighty Father might be
my helgr, for my visitor had impressed me with a sense of awe, and that | was quite
insignificant in his presenc@&he door at last opened and Seneca Sodi canz in
wonderful halo of light about his head and face.

| arose to greet him and with a pleasant "gaening" he apparently gripped my hand.
OMy son," he said, "1 greet you in the
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When he had taken a seat, he said: "DO you remember my humble home at the foothil
the Cascades?"

“Indeed | do, and the long ramble among the hills njeyeed together that day) and of the
sleepless hours until after midnight and of my promise to endeavor to see you again in
little earthly mansion of bliss."

"l could not wait for your return," said Seneca "Strange experiences were awaitinig me.
hadbeen earnestly hoping that the coming of the Lord was near at hand and was much
prayer. | was strangely impressed with the thought of coming great events, but was not
expecting the great favors which were so soon to be shown tBuhéfind that Gad takes
delight in surprising us with new and great blessings.

The Story Begins

Dinner had just been eaten and | h a My tioaservants] c
Sena and Serva, were busy about the house, when all of a suddenphatastinpet called us all to the
door.

A beautiful chariot of gold and two drivers clothed in white garments were standing v
near. Immediately | seemed to fall into a trance and was lost to earthly things for aTimeeangels
came into the room angrged me to prepare quickly, saying, "For the Lord of the kingdom has neec
thee."

| could easily understand their errand and langudgeas filled with exultant praise in the thought of
immediately going homeResuming consciousness of earthly tlsingquickly arranged with Sena and
Serva, who had only seen glimpses of glory in flashes of bright light, but felt the presence of invi
ones about the room, to guard carefully the body, should | leave it behfodnd myself in a semi
conscious stte, and saw a number of holy beings about my bed, for | felt so weary, | had lain [dow
had momentary thoughts flung across my mind: "Is this really death? really going to say goobye

to worldly things this dayAm | truly in the borderland aéternity? If so, blessed victory!"

| felt, now creeping into my soul, the raptures of eternabjogh, such light and visions of glory which
were granted to me ther8piritual essences and things began to loom up before me with great vividr
to my conprehension.l seemed to be passing out into a large place where a new order of things
existing. With one last effort to see and speak to my servants, | barely could say-bg@dds | saw
their anxious eyes looking into mind. heard some brokesentences and tried to explain, when |
thought they were far out of hearing, and | closed my eyes only to open them in an eternal day.

The next thing | observed was that | was standing in one corner of the room looking with deep in
upon my body, whic was lying in quiet repose upon the bddcannot well describe the strange yet
joyful feelings of my soul on finding myself released from the bodgame forward and stood beside
the bed and with feelings mingled with joy and pity | said to my badfgéel sorry to leave you behind,
but you are still mortal and will be till the resurrection."

| next saw three angels with me who seemed busy with some peculiar embalming process for my
which | did not understandThey spoke to me most pleasanthdasaid: "Be not afraidWe are come as
your escorts to your heavenly home, the light of which shines so brightly upon you now."

6



How quickly I thought of that scriptureThe angels are all ministering spirits sent forth to minister fc
them who shall béeirs of salvation!(Hebrews 1:1%1 soon came to realize that physical eyes cann
see spiritual beings nor comprehend their movements except by some mirac@ouhiinn; but that
spirits can comprehend both matter and spirit.

| found that my vision was greatly improved since being freed from the mortaldadyr did | regret
now | was releasedipr everythingseemed to shine with a luster and glow with a brnighs | had never
known before; and what seemed more remarkable still, was that the sunlight did not aid me in any
to comprehend things about me, for | knew that at night when all the world were asleep and that
entirely dark to outward human &g, yet to me everything shone with a splendor more grand than
brightest noonday earth ever afforded.

Again and again the scripture came to mé&esd the darkness hideth not from thee, but the night shine
as the day.The darkness and the light aretlbalike unto theé&,(Psalm 139:1Pand again, there shall
be no night theré (Revelation 21:2b

| saw distinctly a number of angels about the room, each of which was covered with robes of pur
heavenly light, so gladdening to my soliwondered why | could not have discerned them before, eve
while in the body.The scriptue came to me where the prophet said, "The angel of the Lord encamj
round about them that fear him and delivereth theRsalm 34:y

From this time | began to feel drange upward bounding tendencily spirit felt a mighty pull
heavenward as though elastic cords were fastened to all parts of my soul, with the other end re,
into the skies.

Sena and Serva sat weeping by the bedsld&ied to speak to them, butogld not arrest their
attention. | walked near to them and laid my hand upon their heads, but still they did not comprel
me. They only seemed to weep more bitterly for there seemed to be a soul Tdwehagain their tears
would dry and they wouldcsin the room as though some voice had been heard, and | felt sure
realized something of my presence without comprehending the truth as to how it was.

The angels now began to sing and oh such sweet music | never heard while in thé&/hedythey had
finished the anthem, they said, "Will you now follow us?" When we had stepped outside, | saw
chariot which seemed to be made of light.was standing still at the threshold. understood its
meaning and the special errand of the angels, and | lotayegpring within, as | fairly shouted
"Hallelujah," which | ant sure the angels heard, for they quickly said, "Glory to God in the highest."

| tried to say goodbye to my sleeping body, the old home and my two servants when the angels has
me to a sdawith them in a chariotThey again assured me of a safe journey homeward. moment
more the chariot began to rise with a swift and noiseless motion, and to me with an unknown spe¢
were going on our flight toward the eternal mansions.
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CHAPTER TWO
FirstVisit © Continued

No sooner had | taken my seat in the chariot than | found | could converse with the angels with p
freedom. There seemed to be a kind of comprehension of ideas without the effort of words; and ye
spoke as spirits spkeal have often heard words spoken while in the body which were wholly in the «
of the soul, and yet most distinctly understood when there was no audible voice whatieesame as
atStt Paul 0s conversion: he hear dscioasnessonhile géhosed who
journeyed with him saw no man from whom the voice came.

| now asked, "Are you really and truly angels of God, about whom we have read and sung and he
much while in the world?"

"Truly we are," they replied, "but of our birfou know nothing, for in fact we were not born but create
not in the earth but in celestial regiond/e have learned our lessons in the past eternities in the prese
of God; but we are glad to be your servants and helpers now, and this has beladl servwce ever
since man was created upon the earth, but we can tell you more about ourselves at another time."

| replied, "We have been strangers until this time, but you make me feel great confidence in your &
to safely guide the chariot.havebeen looking for this time for many years, but did not know it was ¢
near."

"Oh," said the charioteer, "you need have no fears, | will conduct you safely to your eternal home."

"l looked out of the chariot again and saw we were passing with indescrdpegald. The earth with its
cities, towns and mountains were vanishing like a spector in the distdfeesoon seemed to have the
moon under feet as we mounted the pillars of the heawateshad much conversation on the way.
found the angels most tesidand lovely beings, so full of instruction and helpfulness; my soul lov
them exceedinglyl felt as though | was acquainted with the heavenly kingdom, for the angels had
me so much.As | would look abroad from the chariot window, the stars cbeldeen everywhere just
as | had always seen them from the earth; | knew then we hgdmeteyond the regions of the solar
system, so | asked the angel: "Where is heaven?"

"Oh," said he, "it is not far awayThe earth is thérst habitation of man,ra&d while he is of the earth he
is earthly in his natureHeaven is the future and everlasting habitation of all those who have prep:
themselves for it.You will soon find that my words are true that heaven is not far aWay.u r F a
love and cardnave provided both these worlds for yodour heavenly home is your real hom&he

earth was only your birthplace, the place of your beginniBgt when God gave you eternal life He
connected you with all heavenly realms, for He gave you His life whashalways been'Look and

see," said he, for | was in the deepest consideration of these things for they meant so much to me r

| looked abroad; we were just entering a region of bright clouds something like a glorious, glow
earthly sunset, onlyaf superior.The time had been very brief indeed, but we were actually slowing
in the great suburbs of the eternal kingdom.



"Listen a moment," | said to the angel, "what music do | hésifreal or am | in imagination?"

"It is the song of the redeed in heaven you heaAll the heavenly kingdom is full of music without a
discord."

No sweeter music ever fell on my eafsvas perfectly enraptured with delight.
"Are we near the gates of the city?"

"Very near to the portals of paradise," he said.this the angels bowed their heads and covered the
faces with their hands, while | fell flat on my face in the charitiliness reigned in our souls, but deer
emotions began to heave in my breaktielt | must break the silence by shouting the geai of
God. The angels now began to sing with a sweet voice, "Holy, holy, Lord God Almighist and true
are all thy ways, thou King of Saints."

| sprang to my feet and for a moment seemed perfectly bewildered with what met my gaze in
direction. The light was so transparent and far exceeding the most perfect day earth
afforded. Clusters of heavenly flowers were growing everywhéseoves of beautiful trees loaded with
fruit, along with magnificent flowering shrubs beautiful beyond desonpimet my eye in all
directions. Roadways like winding streets arranged with exquisite taste and beauty, were penetr
this pleasure ground of glontovely souls were coming and going, passing anrgassing each other
with the salutations and coasdies that heaven only knows.

The chariot was now slowing its speed and such raptures of glory which filled my soul, | cannot des
them! | was simply lost in wonder, while | kept saying, "Surely | am at home at last." The cha
seemed trembling asthing of life and finally halted beside a beautiful grove of fruit laden tréés
doors were opened and the angels steppedldairly sprang with one leap to the solid foundations o
the heavenly kingdomFor a moment | stood perfectly entranced gaw so many happy souls clothec
in white garments of lovely patterns, and all with such bright and happy faces beaming with pe
contentment and satisfaction.

| could contain my feelings no longer.fell on my face again beside the angel, withddhanksgiving
to God; and was in the act of worshipping the angel for his great care of and kindness toward me,
he said, "Worship God only, | am also a fellow servant of his and this is my joyous service." At the
beckoned to onrearby He cameand was introduced as one of the elders of heaven, who gave me
a cordial welcome that my soul loved him intensely at once.

The angel now said, "l leave you in his care, but may see you again shortly."

| put out my hand toward him saying, "I am soroy dee you go, you have been such a friend f
me. What can | do for your great kindness to me?"

"Oh, you can soon help others," said the an@s.waving with his hand, and with a lovely smile, he
said "Goodbye," and his chariot was gone.



The elder now &d: "Well, my son, you are now at homall that you see and infinitely more is the
provision of your heavenl yThikatthe bardériand,Imy goa, ofatre
heavenly domainYour sacrifices on earth were little when comparegour great gains here."

"Oh yes, and they were really nothing," | saithere comes to my memory a sweet passage of scriptt
which | never fully comprehend until nowi=6r our light affliction, which is but for a moment worketh
out for us a far morexeeeding and eternal weight of gldry2 Corinthians 4:1)y

"Sure enough," said the eldetYou have only begun to comprehend the glory; the weight of it ydu w
yet feel."

"The grandeur and beauty of everything excels my highest expect&ii@anything seems so reaDo
tell me if | only fancy or am | in a dream, or is it really true that | am in heaven?"

"Oh," the elder replied, "it is a common thing for owhen they reach the heavenly world to seer
bewildered wherifirst ushered into the presence of angels and the spirits of just men made perfect
the glory of this kingdom.t does, indeed, exceed the most sanguine expectdtionmy son, you are
not in a vision, you are really her&our body indeed is left behind you, and you will find that you hav
many things to learn ere you reach the throne in the Holy &ttt be content, for | see you have
thoroughly washed your robes and made them wingeyeu left your earthly habitation." "Be perfectly
free," said the elder, "in asking any questions you may like; for the knowledge of this world is acq
by investigation and inquiry as was our earthly knowledgeery desire you have will be fully meAll
your cravings, desires and longings after the knowledge of your everlasting habitation have beer
provided forhereYour heavenly Fatheros will wildl be
are yours to enjoy foreveif you have made good use of your opportunities in your past life you ha
much treasure laid up in the city of which our Lord spoke while on earth and of which you will kr
more later on."

"l see," said the elder, "that yonder is another soul just broughtdesth to paradise whom | must go
and welcome." So saying, he went toward the chariot and there stepped out a lovely looking man, |
clothed in a robe of the purest whit&he elder beckoned me to himks | came near and heard this
conversation | fond he was from the opposite side of the earth from which | had célaespoke a
different language from my own and yet | understood him walla moment he lifted up his hands and
clasping them together he said, "Oh, bless God forever," at which wéebaih our faces with adoring
praise to our Almighty FatheMVe continued long for our souls were overcome with the raptures of tl
place.

When we arose, another saint, apparently of ancient times, came to him, and said, "Let me assist
the waysof the kingdom." | heard him ask after his nankte answered: "I am Bohemond of northern
Russia.Only a few hours ago | kissed my wife and children gbge and embarked on a vessel on th
White Sea at Oneida bound for the North Capenly remember tht the vessel was sinking and we
were many fathoms below the surfac@h , do tell me , i's this hea\
home, when he is far away?"

"My son," said this venerable father, "You have safely landed, not at the North Capeh@bottom of
the White Sea, but in your eternal homé&ur body no doubt is in the depths of the briny deep; but tt
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angel was with you as the vessel went down and has brought you safelyfberéoody will be cared
for in the resurrection day of rands."

The el der who was with me said, "How rapid
house. This is only one of the many stations located in these distant portions of paradiskese
stations all souls come for their introduction ittt heavenly home."

"How is that, will you explain to me?"

"Surely," he replied, "you will more fully understand as we go forwafdu could not have endured the
glory of the throne, without being prepared foriven now you could not endure the ligto abundant
within the city."

Just at this moment | saw a woman step from a chaibée seemed to be so bewildered that she sa
down as one of the attendants approached $lee. threw up her hands and cried out in amazement, "C
my God! | am not wathy nor fit for this glory. Oh, can | ever be made right with God?" She closed h
eyes almost unconscious with bewilderment and it seemed she could not speak as her attendan
addressed her with most loving wordat last she opened her eyes dadked about in wonder and
amazement exclaiming, "Oh, these white garments, these golden goblets, trees of life and blo
flowers! | am not worthy of themHave | really a right to be here and to all these beautiful trees loac
with such lovely frui? Oh, the mercy of Godl was such a great sinner."

"Yes, indeed," replied her guide, "but your sins have all been forgividre angels make no
mistakes. You have a right to these trees, for they are His on whom you have believed; yea the
yours, br you are His."

At this she arose to her feet and said: "But have | the wedding garmehw@as?earnestly trying when
the chariot came for mel. was in such deep distress and confusion of soul, knowing | had not b
prepared for so great a change.”

"You have been saved, my child." said her attendant, "so as by fire, you were not a faithful serv:
God, you did not build with gold, silver and precious stones, but with wood, hay and stubble, which
been burnt.God cannot reward you largely nowhese infinite blessings spread out before you in a
directions may be obtained by and by, when you are prepared for BBenfaithful to your present
opportunities, for much is before you to be doAelvancements which ought to have been made in tt
world will have to be made here, ere you can go on to the city gates, or see the shining glory ¢
Jasper wall.Come with me and | will assist you in a further knowledge of Christ and His eter
salvation and kingdom."

| now said to the elder by my sd"Will you explain to me her great mistake?"

"Surely,” he replied."She represents a very large class in the world who have not made good us
earthly opportunities, she was never deeply interested in her salvation till near the time of hebdeat
you not see how slim and lean she looks, and how little clothing she has, only algemwrépentance
has been genuine and her faith accepted the promises of eternal life in her Lord, and her forgivene
been completeShe has added but little graged almost no growth to her soubhe feels now, as all
such souls do and must feel, her great I&se has no treasure laid up in heavaradise itself seems
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too good for her; but God in His great mercy will bring her ®hese trees are for hefheir leaves are
full of healing virtue. No one who has not received the gift of eternal life and been born again will €
be carried by the angels to this glorla n y |, al as, perish from the
outstretched arms of love &mmercy, because they will not accept His gracious help; they love |
pleasures of sin more than God or these everlasting joys and pleasures at His right hanc
forevermore."

"Oh, blessed Christ," | cried, "filled with everlasting love and mercy fpipople, that even in the last
moments of life, like the dying thief, may be snatched from the jaws of d&ath!oh, her great loss,
how sad!"

A group of happy souls now came toward d#e elder introduced usiVe were soon acquainted and
conversed wh each other with great freedom, although we had never met bé&itgeseemed perfectly
acquainted in a few moments and the visit was very pleasant in@eedman fairly shouted the praises
of God with loud hallelujahs, saying, "Oh, my God, | blesg them in heaven at last!"

"Now," said Seneca, "I must leave you for the nighbu are weary and tired and must
sleep. | will see you again on the second evening from this," and he vanished from
room | sat musing.Where has he goneWhere doesdstay? What is his foodHas he
now no human association on earti@an he not reveal himself to others as he has t
me? When he comes again | must entertain him and find out, if possible, other secre
his sojourn on earth.

CHAPTER THREE
Second Vsit
Further Introduction Into Paradise

The day with its busy cares was passéde evening was lovely indeethe stars hagust
begun to show their presence in the twilight and | was waiting in my library at t
appointed hour.The door opened and Sara Sodi came inl arose to greet him, and said,
"Good evening," and tried to clasp his hand in mine, but felt no touch of a material paln
mine as | s wusual He r ep | Areybu prepafeadhl taydlhiand
was, but felt a stnage feeling of awe mingled with feaHis spotless purity seemed to
come before me, and my own sinfulness and unworthiness was so apparent; |
summoned all my courage and said, "I am ready for your message." He asked me, "
you faithfully transcribd the previous message?" | told him | had and showed him t
manuscript He hastily looked it over with satisfaction and said, "You may now write," ¢
he proceeded as follows:

It seemed most wonderful to me upon finding that | could converse with peafertaad freedom with

anyone | met, although we had been accustomed to different languages and tongues while on ea
often had to speak through interpreters; but now | found, since | had laid aside the material fc
spiritual, | could easily undetiend the thoughts of anyondés rapidly as he could think | could read his
thoughts. Matters of detailed explanation were not needed or required as | had been accustomed tc
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in the flesh, for if a subject was plain to any one with whom | was cangelis seemed that at once it
was just as clear to my own mind, so | was quite surprised to find how rapidly | could take

knowledge of the spiritual realm, and yet a second surprise constantly met me: that of the great de
divine truth.

For insance, many things | had learned from the Holy Scriptures, while in my flesh, were now ope
with a depth of meaning | had never seen befbi@uld compare it to nothing better than to great laye
after layer and strata upon strata of precious minechl, 1so that the deeper down and the further on or
went, the more precious became the ore and the finer the rhetad to the elder by my side, "How is
this?" He quickly and smilingly replied, "God never gives the best He has to give; you willtBndha

that truth is unfathomable.” | now felt myself like a little fish just launching out from the mouth o
great river into a great and boundless ocean without a shore to be seen or depth that could be sour

My feelings were joyful beyond any powt describe to a mortal man of flesh and blottdseemed
that my entire spirit was in a perfect rapture of delighdasked the elder, who seemed to take delight i
remaining with me, how | was to account for this rapturous joy which was increasingsantly in my
soul, until | felt | would break out into shouting and hallelujakke said, "The spirit of God is the
atmosphere of heaven; His joy becomes ours on a larger scale than what we ever knew while
flesh. The great joy that you feelow is only a little foretaste of what you will feel when you are
ushered into the city and about the throne."

Upon this I quickly remembered the Scripture where the prophet $aithy'presence is fullness of joy;
at thy right hand there are pleasurag¥ermore. (Psalm 16:1}1

A feeling of praise was continually crowding up in my soul for utteranceranted to praise God,
forever giving me an existence, and still mdor my salvation from sin, for changing my heart an
bringing me into this gloryNothing of an earthly character could have induced me to have gone bac
the world. | seemed to laugh at the thoughts of the fear of death, which fear belongs ohf tc
impenitent and the unsaved.

The elder, who seemed perfectly conscious of my desire, said to me, "You need not fear of ¢
utterance to your feeling&r everyonepraises God hereThose praise Him loudest and most who hav:
learned how to praise Hitvest while on earth,”

The elder, whom | found to be Joshua of olden time, and who had been taking such an interest
introduction into the heavenly state, now said, "Let us go to yon cluster of trees and sit do\
moment. | noticed as we approachdéldem that they were growing beside a great river whose watse
were clear as crystal and sparkling with a light of which | had but a faint idea while | was in
flesh. The trees were beautiful beyond anything | had ever sébair form was so symmetat and
lovely, with no dead or withered branchéhe leaves had such an aroma that the fragrance spread ¢
everything and to all parts of the kingdom of God as | was t&deryone was brought under its
influence. | had felt the power of this fragrae long before | knew the source.

The elder now said to me, "Look across to the other side of the river;" where | saw clusters and gro
these trees lining the bank as far as the eye could rédutre | saw multitudes of redeemed soul:
clothed in thegurest white and all of them seemed filled with the same spirit of praise which | had fel
constantly since entering the portals of the kingdom.
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The elder again said to me, "Let us gather some of the fruit of these trees and then we will joir
company yonder." | replied, "I would be quite glad to do so, for | have eaten nothing since leaving
body," and yet | felt no great sense of neddly hunger seemed more like what | had often realize
while in the flesh when | felt a longing to hear a ggodpel sermonMy guide now said, "What kind of
fruit would you prefer?You can have your choice of things here just as you used to in the Earbi.
feel faint or weary from your long abstinence from food, this kind (pointing to a certainspagd and
beautifully colored fruit) is what you need, for the tree has twelve kinds, as you see, upon it." | said
feelings of deepest praise, "Oh, how wonderfully God has provided fowslve kinds of fruit on
each tree, ripening their fruit everyomth, and the leaves never withering/onderful!"

"Here," said he, "pluck from the boughs on this side of the tree and eat." | did so, and much refre
and enlightening grace as they imparted to me, it is beyond the comprehension of mortal manito kr
must be eaten to be understoddhe taste of the fruit was delicious inde€the earth never furnished
anything like unto it for taste, not the orange, peach, nor meéMmm.would the fragrance of the rose
compare with it."When anyone eats of tresrees," said the elder, "he can never die again, grow olc
nor feel weary; death hath no more dominion over h{tme of these trees grew in the Garden o
Eden. After ourfirst parents had sinned against God, they thought to eat of the fruit of;ibalsGod
said, "No," for had they eaten of it they would always have lived in that sinful, dying S flaming
angel was sent to guard it, and so man never eats of it until he has passed the boundaries of his
life."

"Now," said Joshua, &k us cross over." To my great astonishment | found we could walk upon

surface of the water, which seemed like a sea of glass, it was so transparent, and yet it was glidi
rolling along as beautifully as any stream | had ever seen on éaythckly remembered the Word of

God by His prophet: "But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers and stre
wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship pass theidshiah(33:2)

As we walked along, | asked him, "How is it that we do not sink in the water?" He ¥aud séem to
have forgotten that you have left your body behind you, and that you are now ready to be clothed
with a far more excellent body than you have ever knoMaur spirit cannot sink in these watergou
will soon find that you can go from place to place at will either in the air or upon the solid foundatior
the celestial country; but let us hastehe said, for | was inclined to linger at every fresh object | can
in contact with, "for | must introduce you to that great company you see yonder."

As we went on, | glanced up and down the river and saw many other spirits, still later arrivals th
passing on toward the gathering legions oflilewd washed Among them was my friend, Bohemond
of Russia, whom | met as he stepped from the chariot only a short time before.

My soul was filled with such an inexpressible sense of praise to God for sheakable gift of eternal
life and for such a rational sense that it was |, myself, who once had lived in a world of sorrow and «
the memory of which, with a conscious freedom from it, now filled my soul indeed with ecstasie
eternal joy.

"Now," sad Seneca, "you are weary and need slekpay Godds good ¢
give you rest." And so saying he vanished.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Third Visit
Introduction to the Saints

On the second evening again | was waiting for him, not knowing certainly, howeatdret
would come at that timeBut | hardly had my studio in shape for such a visitor until he
was by my sideHis garments shone with a peculiar brightness and his face was all aglo
with the lightof heavenl s ai d: 0 Seneca Splanitgmedte mystark ¢
of your body and your foodBoth your hand and the fruit of your basket evaded the grasy
of my hand."

"At another time, my son, | will make it clear to ydre you ready for my message?" "l
am," | replied. He then proceeded dsllows:

By this time we had climbed the eastern bank and were approaching near to a multitude of |
spirits. Many of them turned toward mé he elder now said, "You will feel yourself entirely at home
with them." And after a brief word of introductiphe said, with a pleasant smile, "Gdng, | will see
you again,"” and he was gonAmong the venfirst | met was the spirit of a dear man, an old friend o
mine in Norway, and one whom | had known from his childhdddlad said farewell to him at areign
port nearly four years ago and had not heard a word from him since, till | saw him among
multitude. We were soon face to facéle looked bewildered and in wonddrsaid, "Truly, is this you,
Mr. Hansen, the friend of my youth?" "Oh, indeadd is this the face of Seneca Sodi?" and with that v
clasped each other in our arms as redeemed souls onlyloaas not looking for you now," | said to
him, "you looked so well and strong when | saw you last." "Oh, yes, indeed, but | am herethaémgl nc
could induce me to go back." He asked me, "How long since you came?" | was just proceeding to a
him when another stepped near to us whom | had known so well for many yersvas a noble
Christian woman and a faithful servant of Christ in Hiseyard on earth, who had turned many to the
Lord. | had not heard of her departure from the earth, but here she was with such a halo of light
her head that at once | thought of the words of the Ldrdey that be wise shall shine as the brigh$ne
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever dri®anil. 12:3

| saw also among the great company the spirit of an infarthaiiad so lately passed awalhe one
having it in charge said its mother had wept and grieved much and many had tried to comfort her «
day of its death, but that her sorrow was too great to receive much consol&dhl thought, "if she
could anly see it now in this glory and with such care she would quickly brush away her tears and re
in the way God has provided for all His children." | at once began to think of many of my friends
dear relatives who had gone on many years beft#here are they now?" | wondere&o | asked one
of the earlier arrivals if he knew the system or order here, in reference to those who had left the
years ago."Oh," said he, "they have gone on to the city itself, of which you see the light yonder in
distance," pointing toward the source of the rivéGhall we not go there soon ourselves?" |
asked."Yes," said he, "as soon as our company is made up, which is now nearly full."

| looked across the river from whence | had just come, and saw quitdlzer gathering about the trees

and could hear them most distinctly shouting, "Bless the Lord, oh my soul!" | saw others gathering

various points all of whom seemed to have escorts or ministering spirits to guide them firstheir
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introduction intothe heavenly countryl thought again of that precious word of Gddarried by angels

i nto AbrahAmbahbdméesmjoy is certai nl yrheolomdestiy c
and reluctantly asked, "Is Abraham anywhere about here?" andedefeor that Scripture just
guoted. "Oh!" they said, "he was just here just a little while before you came, but was suddenly c:
into the city on some important erranidy everyonehere is engaged in a joyous service for ou
Lord. No doubt he will be ére again soon as he or someone of the elders or ancients always gt
these gathering hosts to the gates of the city."

| seemed now to be conscious that we were somewhere near one of the great entrances or gatew
the heavenly world, where all theouls from certain sections of the earth are brought at
welcomed. From the very moment of my departure from the body there was a constant and mi
drawing of my soul upward toward the throne of Gddseemed scarcely possible for me to remai
upon the earth even to take one last look at terrestrial things, for | knew | had passed beyond the lin
time into a boundless eternity, | wondered deeply why | felt that strange feeling and tendency to &
upward, and so | felt a freedom to ask one nearfrhe could give me an explanatiotOh!" said he,
"we all felt just the samelt is the law of spiritual gravitation which draws all beings, which have be
purified and made holy, to this great kingdom where GodNis.doubt you have often felt sotheng of

it while yet in the flesh.Sometimes you inwardly sighed and longed to be freed from your mor
flesh. The drawings of this gravitation were such that during sickness or sore trouble you have oftet
"Oh! that | had the wings of a dovegetinwould | fly away and be at rest." It was that which m@tle
Paul say as you will no doubt remembeit, Were better for me to depart and be with CHrist.
(Philippians 1:23

"Ah, yes," | replied, "I see that now; but it is not the case, | am sure, with all souls when they leav
body without any regard to their moral or spiritual state."

"Oh, no," said my friend, "there are two great centers in the spirituegénse of God.They might be
compared to the two poles of a magnet with which no doubt you were acquainted while in
probationary state, the positive and the negatik.souls are drawn toward one of these two places
according to their respectivenditon. God6s t hrone is the great c
light; toward it, all gracious spirits, who are bleadshed, are drawn from the time they accept Chri
and were born of him, with more or less conscious power according as thisdyieemselves to His
holy will, and were transformed into His blessed image."

"l understand fully what you mean," | replied. knew something of it while in my earthly life and have
often spoken of it to those around me; but will you tell me, in a wmi@e about those who chose a
sinful life in the world?"

"Just the opposite,” he replied, "they are drawn with a mighty force downward toward the pit of et
death, where death shall always reign."

Just at this moment | saw one coming toward me whoetdgnized as my old grandfather, who hac
been gone from the earth for more than thirty ye&ts.was a very faithful servant of God during his
lifetime on earth.He was old and gray when he left us; but here he was in the beauty and vigc
manhood."Oh, Seneca!" he saidy bu are home at last.”
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"Indeed," | said, as | clasped him in my arms, embracing each other with -&idgvearth never
knew. His words of welcome were so heavenlWe both shouted out: "Bless the Lord, oh, my soul"
He asked manyjuestions about relatives and friends; the condition of the church where he use
worship; how long since | left the earth, etc.; but | soon found that his questions were more liki
gueries of one of the elders of heaven when he asked the beloviptedisdatmos: What are these
that are arrayed in white robegthd whence came theyfRevelation 7:18The elder knew better than
John himself.1 soon discoverethis superior knowledge even of terrestrial things which had transpir
long since his day on the earthremembered then, oh how forciblyhat in the blessed book it says
that the angel which talked with John while in Patmos sa@n'thy fellow sevant, and of thy brethren
the prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of this'b{@&velation 22:91 said to him: "How is

it you know so much about the ths@f the world since you left it?" "Oh!" said he, "we have grec
liberty here in the vast domain of this great kingdom of Almighty Gddny have come since | entered
the portals of heaven whom you know welWe have had many long and precious visitiey have
told me much." "l trust that in due time we can have such a visit," | replied, "for | am so glad to have
you." "Indeed we will," said grandfather, "but yonder comes Abraham and | want you to meet h
"Sure, | shall be gladdened beyond my poto tell you for | have read and heard of him all my li@h,
my soul! So many wonderful favors are shown me."

CHAPTER FIVE
Third Visit - Continued
Senecads Furt her-Abvahaniand Others h t |

Are you sure it was Abraham you saw?4adked my grandfather.Oh, indeed! | know him well."
"Then," | replied, "I shall be quite glad to see him, for as you know, his name was a household
among us on eartiVill you please tell me which he is, for there are so many saints in shinimggisr
coming and goingl was asking about him just before | met ydwsed to wonder very much what kind
of looking man he was, and have often thought | would be delighted to se¢ Ihave greatly admired
his faith that never staggered, and his @tk to go where his eye could not sew precious to us
were the words concerning him!Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him fc
righteousnes$(Romans )

"I do not see him at present," said grandfather, "but he was among that group yonder that is c
along the bank of the riveide has turned his course from us just for a little while, for | see he has g
to welcome a company of new arrivals, wihave just crossed the rivet.see by his movements he
intends to conduct this company to the city, where they will be introduced to the Lord Himself."

"But grandfather, if we go on to the city presently will | see you again?"

"Oh, yes," said be, "I shHabe there quite often and we shall have much opportunity of talking on all p

events, as well as what is before yduhave many things | with to say to yowdfter you have been

recognized by our Lord Jesus and confessed before His Father and tle wogewill then have

abundant liberty to go as you will. have just come from the throne itself and have left many that y«

will recognize when you are ther&.our dear mother, who has been gone from you for more than fif

years,is aware that you v entered the portals of the heavenly kingd@he would have come with
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me at this time for she is very anxious to see you; but she was detained on some very important r
for her Lord. No doubt the will meet you ere you arrive at the city gatejusitnow | must hasten on
for there is an old friend with whom | was a playmate in earth, who has just arkivedvere bound
together like David and Jonathawhen | left the earthly shores, he took it very hard, and now for ma
years he has been vdpnely. He has just been carried by the angels into this our glory and | am go
now to give him my welcome and bring him to this great compdinere is an unusual stir about the
throne today which Abraham can explain when you meet hi®.will introduce himself when he
comes.| hope to return in time to go with you up to the city," and waving his hand he saibgeod

| watched my old grandfather as we used to call him in the eBehwalked off so gracefully or rather
bounding like a young manHe used to be old and decrepit; but now his youth is renewed like 1
eaglesd and every expression of his face was

At this moment | turned around and to my great joy a most lovely person was coming very néesr me
bore marks of great age, and yet &ll that, he had an indescribable youthful appearaHeswas not
like the other spirits that | was accustomed to seeirge elder that first met and he were very much
alike.

"Is this Abraham?" | said.
"It is," he replied.

"In the bosom of Abraharh(Luke 16:23 | said softly, and began to bow myself down before him, for
certain feeling of awe filled my soul.

"Stand up, my son," he said, "we are all brethren haigen he clasped my hand in his and with his
other drew me close to him and gave me his kiss of welcddie.such a freshness of love and joy
which burst upon my soul, so that | fairly shouted, "Hallelujah," and said again, "In the bosor
Abraham!"

"Dost thou remember that Scripture?" be sal/ell, thou wilt realize its meaning more and more; bu
who is this by thy side?"

"Bohemond," | replied, "who also has just come from the world."

He then gave him his cordial welcome and said, "The great joyladdess which you now feel has
been mine during a hundred generations of earthly Li@meday | trust | can introduce you to
Lazar us, of whom it was said by our Lor"tsee 6|
said he, "you have justrared and have much wonder and many questions to ask about this heav
kingdom of our Lord.While we talk for a few moments let us be refreshed with a drink from this crys
river, for it flows from the great palace up at the throvwould you like totaste its waters?"

"Oh, indeed we would, | have sung hymns, and read in the Holy Scriptures concerning this very
where the angel pointed it out to John, who in his vision saw it proceeding out of the throne of Got
the lamb." Revelation 22:}1
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He now proceeded to the brink and with a golden goblet he dipped and filled the cup for me, and ai
for Bohemond, and said: "My sons, drink of this river and ymall siever thirst again, nor be faint, nor
weary for its lack, for its waters shall never fail.”

As | drank from the cup | said, "Oh praise God for such a supptylsweet to the tastdow full of
invigorating power!lt makes me feel the joy and glovinmuth."

"You never can feel old or weary again, after drinking of this living water," said Abraham, "for it is
water of Life. | just now gave a drink to a company of fresh arrivals before coming toQmwlyou not
hear them praising GodThey, wth that great group near them, are now learning to sing together,
which you will join them, the song which we will all sing at the city gate shoBlyme of them have it
quite well now and others knew it when they came, for it is contained in the $toilgtures on
earth. God has revealed the order so that all might be familiar witbatyou remember the song?"

"Please repeat it for me," | said, "that | may know which song you mean."

He replied: "John was caught up in spirit so he heard the sggdinst hi s musi ¢ and
voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia, salvation, and glory, and honor, and power unt
Lord our God: And God from the throne said, Praise our God all ye His servants, and ye that fear
both smdland great.And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of m
waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying Alleluia: Let us be glad and rejoice and
honor to Him: for the marriage of théamb is come, and Hisiwf e hat h made
(Revelation 19:1,5,6)7

"Oh, yes," | replied, "I remember that song so well and can join with them singing it now." | s
"Father Abraham, shall we not soon go on to the throhéave such a desire to see my Lord Jesus,
have loved Him these years, and then | have many Loved ones beside that | feel sure are ab
throne."

"Your desires, my son," he replied, "shall be futigt. The patience you have leaned on earth is of gre
servicetoyouheresSo | hope you will feel that restful

“"Oh yes, my whole soul says, 6Thy will be do

"You will soon see the King in His beauty, and probablmnemf those who knew you best, may come
out and meet us on the journey toward the city gates, for they certainly know you aréus¢r@s soon
as our company is full we will be offfwelve legions make the company, and you see they are gathel
from dl directions.

"Cast your eyes down the stream and you can see another company rapidly fillllapl@cross to the
other side and farther up the stream and you see andtherguides who welcome them soon know tc
what company and place each belo®mme have made but little preparation for this glory en they le
the world, and now the light is too great for them; and, as you see, they fall back into the rear and c
themselves among the trees, waiting for a further preparation by an applafatiese wonderful leaves
of the trees.But all these companies you see will soon be gathering about the gates of the city."

19


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%2019:1,5,6,7;&version=31

CHAPTER SIX
Third Visitd Continued
Preparations for the City

"Father Abraham, may we ask you a question while we are wagmipdse gathering hosts that make
this company?"

"Certainly," he replied, "use your greatest freedom."

"I have just met my old grandfather, who has been here for more than thirty ybadsa long talk with
him before you cameHe has told me many tigs concerning this eternal world of light; but just as h
was leaving me, to welcome another friend of his, he said there was considerable commotion abc
throne just now.Would you care to explain it to us?"

"Oh, most gladly.Great events are abautoccur of the most interesting character that time and etern
has ever knownOur Lord has recently announced that the time has nearly arrived when He shall |
the mediatorial throne and in company with all the saints and angels, will descémdearth for its
judgment, for the cup of its iniquity is now nearly full."

"“Oh, " I replied, "we have been expe cSomerhagd e@h |
gone so far as to have dates set when He would return.”

"But," said Abraham, tat was their folly.Our Lord had distinctly told them as you will remember in
His word, and we have faithful copies of the Holy Scriptures here in heaven to which we have a
whenever we choose, that no man knoweth the day nor the hour; even tlethegselves did not
know nor even now do they knovMark 13:32 None of us who have been here during great cycles
eternity have known when the time would be and ewew the exact period has not been
announced But notable events are announced at the throne during the great convocation, when mi
of saints and angels are met for the great praise services of which you will know mordlladérus
here, like tlose upon earth, are deeply interested in this great event, which the Father hath kept
secrets of His own counsels."

"The church on earth and in heaven will soon unite in one great jubilee and celebrate the final anc
victories of the cross ofu Lord, at the resurrection of all the saints, from the days of Abel to the enc
the age.The living saints of earth as you know will all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of
eye, and with divine permission and arrangement, we in heaverllngb back to the cradle of our
nativity and say good morning to the church on eafthen the great resurrection shall occihen will
foll ow t he e ar Althoagh weghawe dden hera foiblang dges, yet we have looked w
great interestowards this eventTender memories cluster about the scenes of childhood and early yc
and we feel glad to know we shall soon visit the place of our early experience in the world an
scenes that witnessed our salvation from #ind then we shalteceive the fullness and completion of
our salvation.The redemption of our bodie# very few of us have already had our resurrection as yc
see in my own case."
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"I have been waiting for some time to ask," | replied, "what made the great differemeeatour
appearance and those other happy spirits and even my own?"

"All the elders," said he, "received their resurrection at the time our Lord was raised and with
became thdirst fruits of those who slept; yet we ourselves shall be freshly arralped with you for
the marriage of the Lamb, a great event to which we all are looking."

"Oh," | said, "Blessed be the Lord our Gollly soul is in perfect rapture for His unspeakable gift."

"You may well be," said Abraham, "and it will never die away frgoar soul. The time is almost here
and the angels and saints have carried the tidings to the utmost bounds of this heavenly Hoenait
Holy Spirit also, who is the light of the church on earth, as well as in heaven, is impressing the min
the mosgodly in the church militant with this great evehtwill speak to you again of this if you desire;
but | see our company is now about full and we must prepare to be off for the holy city."

"The conduct, you will find, of all this great throng will no¢ the same, although nearly all are fresl
arrivals from the earth, and with but little exception, all are anxious to see the King in His eanny.
were exceedingly joyous; and others not so much Some have not made good use of thei
opportunities viile on earth, and have not filled their souls with godtéhey have not been given to
much prayer and efforts to develop the fruits of the spirit with themselves, which makes up the cha
for eternity. They have been building with wood, hay and steblmstead of gold, silver and precious
stones.But feel yourselves entirely at ease, for we shall soon be off for the city."

Again he passed us, and stopping, said: "l see your observationshave been noticing some who, as
we have been preparingrfour journey to the city and the throne, are inclined to drop into the rear, ¢
are not so much filled with rejoicing." "Yes," | said, "and | think | understantlnremember while on
eart h, many of Godds chil dr e reartilg int@the wayool lifedtheib ¢
faith was weak and unsatisfactory; and in times of great rejoicings in God, they had but little relis
the deeper things of the kingdomThey lacked what we called real true consecration t
God. Sometimes, we alost questioned whether they were saved from past Kimss a rule among us
that those who had a clear knowledge of much forgiveness always loved much, and those whc
filled with the blessed Holy Spirit, had a sense of great victory over the woeldlesh and the deuvil,
and were of those who overcame and had right to the tree of life and to enter in through the gates i
city. These were filled with great rejoicings of soul, and it seems that the same disposition is exte
into the heavewlkingdom."

"Thou art quite right, my son," said Abraham, "and when those, lean in soul, arrive here, they hav
little relish for the crystal river, nor could they enjoy the fountains at the throne, nor do they have
relish for the fruit upon th&ees of which no doubt you have been eatihey take more largely upon
their coming here, of the leaves, the fragrance of which is so sweet and powerful upon you."

All the time he was speaking to me there was constantly coming to my mind the wandsapbstle:
"Every mands work shal/l be made mani fest, f
fire, and the fire shald/l tlrfy aenvye rnya nndasn owso rvwko
hath built there upon, he shalcesve arewardl f any manodés wor k shall
but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fiteCofinthians3:1315)
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"Oh," | said,"how blessed that they have the foundation itself, the atonement made by our Lord .
Christ and the privilege of these leaves which | remember are for the healing of the nd@ewnslat{on
22:2)

Abraham then said to me: "God cannot reward them largely, for their lack of capacity to receive, ar
as full as they are prepared to do so they will enjoy the glories of this heavenly kin@ltoemstar
differeth framn another star in gloryThey that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ¢
they that turn many to righteousness shall turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and
(Daniel 12:3

"Now," said Seneca, "I must let you rest, you have faithfully served me, and are Wweal
will see you again on the second evening," and he bade me good night and was gone.

CHAPTER SEVEN
Fourth Visit
Enroute forthe City

At the appointed hour my silken bearded friend came in and with the usual greeting, |
welcomed him into my studio, and sal@eneca Sodi, lam most deeply interested in your
narrative, and was anxiously waiting your coming"

OAr e you rkedd tblg MM | waseHe then proceeded as follows:

By this time everything was ready and we were dfivelve legions of souls from various places hac
gathered in a very short time beside the river and all had come by the way of thdtalassot mater
what language we had known on earth, we could fully understand each other there, and all were sp
as we passed along, of the precious salvation through Jasugurned myself from the themes of my
former conversation and began to mingle nfoeely with the group of joyous spirits, | met some whon
| recognized as old friend€One dear lady whom | had known as an invalid for many years, and ye
very spiritual Christian, was in the groufhe was rejoicing with exceeding joy cannot tellhow we
recognized each other, but there is such a similarity of the spirit itself to the bodily features that \
once knew each other, and memory was so fresh that we seemed never to have forgotterSaeyor
seemed so well now, and her face was begmiith immortal youth.As | drew near to her there was a
halo of light and heavenly joy, beyond my power to describe to you, covering all heAsouspoke to
her, calling her by name, she at once seized my hand, exclaiming "Glory be to the Satlest, saved,
forever! All sickness and suffering oveiiallelujah!

"Yes," | said, "and how well you lookOld things are passed away."

"Indeed, when you knew me | was a great suffeter. r e al i z e n oRer oBrdightlafflistionw
which is butfor a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of"glbry.
Corinthians 4:1Y My soul is so full of glory. We are getting so near theng in His beauty.Oh,
listen! What do | see and hea©®h, the chariots of God are coming!"
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At this we fairly shouted, and could hear very lovely music in the distance, and looking in the direc
from whence it came, we saw a great retinue of anggs flaming chariots of light coming toward
us. | cried out, together with many other voices, as we caughirghglimpse of them."

"Oh, Father Abraham, is this our Lord Jesus for whom we have been anxiously looking so long?"

Abraham lovingly replied These are the chariots of God under the conduct of angaksy will soon
be among you, bringing many ancient loved ones to greet you with a welcome en they carry you
city and the throne itselfYou remember how it was on earth, when our friezetge from long journeys,
how we would go long distances to meet thdrmased to go far down from Hebron to welcome Lot anc
his children. Isaac went a long way into the fields when he knew the camels and Rebecca
coming. In your day you went to thailroad stations and the wharfs of the shores to meet your lov
ones. They keep up this custom in heaven."

In a few moments mor@ swifter by far than the fastest express trains of eartthey came nearer and
nearer, and with a great sweeping circleythes eemed t o pass us by; b
great legions now parted, standing in two long groups with an open space or aisle between, to gi
chariots room to passSoon, they began to slacken their speed and moving slowly but mostughacio
they passed between the long rows of spelind, anxious soulsWe all stood as in breathless silence
not only spellbound but in amazement and great wonder, at the marvelous Sighichariots and all
within glowed with a brightness and glory whiwe knew were reflected from the throne itseébo
when they had finally halted, they gave one great shout of hallelujah to God, saying His redeeme
here.

No sooner were the chariots standing among us than we saw they were filled with happy, st
ones. They soon sprang out and were among Tlisey had come to meet and welcome us to the:
realms of everlasting light and dafut who were they but acquaintances, friends and relatives whc
we had known so well on earth, and who knew of our comig. used to have reunions on earth, bu
they could in no wise compare to the joy of this meetiBgpme of these had been there for man
years.I n a few moments mor e, many @be sueh jog meveriew c
before, and such wadme! "Oh, blessed rewards!" | cried.

Among these was my own dear moth8&he had died many years agéow she knew me | cannot tell,

nor how | knew her | do not know; but she rushed toward me and | knew her so well and said,
mother, is this you?She was beautiful and lovelyshe embraced me in her arms and said, "I knew yc
were coming." The memories of <c¢childhood and

love suggests, came back to niEhere were many others like myseNothers ad sons, fathers and

children, old friends meeting agaifhe glory and joy of the occasion excelled anything | had y:
known. The charioteers now kindly invited us all to take passage with thW¥maccepted, of course,

with thankfulness, their offersf &indness and were soon within the chariots and the whole multitu
were praising Godln a few moments we were flying with great speed toward the city gate, followi
the course of the river.

"The light toward the city which | had seen on fingt arrival, grew more and more glorious as we

neared the cityWe could at length see the shining of the jasper walldhiough we were rolling along

at such great rapidity the wheels were noiseless and the chariots withoutThgaappearance of the

landscap on either side seemed at a distance like a sea of glass mingled with fire; but on a ¢
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examination it seemed that it was immort&lowers of unfading glory, and with an endless variety o
colors, many of which | never saw anything before to whicholld compare them and their
indescribable loveliness attracted universal attentfe saw thousands of angels and happy spirit
passing in all directions; but all | saw seemed very joyous and happy in their ihrdught of the
word of the Lord: He maketh his angels spirits and His ministers a flamind'fire.

| said to my mother: "Can you tell me why we were not brought directly to the throne at once whe
departed from our earthly home?" "Oh," said she, "you could not have endured this glompulzit
have been dazzled into utter confusion and unconsciouskges. now your expanding powers cannot
take in all the glory and grandeur of the city until you are further prepared fbnét.same law prevails
In heaven as on earthThe Patriarchal ah Jewish systems were very inferior to the Christial
dispensation and the kingdom of heaven on earth was very inferior to the kingdom here, as you
point of glory and blessingSo you could not be ushered in about the throne till you were graciou
prepared for it.But | am so glad you are herehad word of your coming ere you reached the portals ¢
paradise, and | have often had word concerning you since | leftjws.very angel which you do not
recognize, who is your charioteer, has ofteren to you.Once when you were very ill and away from
your home and came well nigh dying, he was by your bed all the night and laid his hand upon yo
said you should live and finish your workle has told me how he saved you on the water once wh
you came near being drowned."

"Oh, mother, was he there at that time?"
"Indeed, my son, and his own hand righted your little boat when it was almost overturned."

"Well, mother, | always felt there was some mysterious Providence which saved us that dhyy bus
little | knew this angel of heaven was with me thémh, thank God for His wonderful care!"

"Yes," said mother, "at one time, he told me, he kept you from getting on a railroad train, which if
had, your life would have been lost, and your work lmeen done.Do you not remember many times
when strange Providence came into your pathway and you wondered and sometimes grieved ¢
occurrence?He was guarding your life and shielding you from the stormy blasts of daBgene day
you can ask hinall about these times, and we ourselves will talk it all over, for we are just in
springtime of our eternal lifeBut do you see we are nearing the golden gate, glistening with one g
pearl, studdened with a thousand shining gemnsfaist a little while we will all join in singing the Song
of Moses and the LambBo you know it?"

"Yes," | replied, "for we have been singing it far back in paradise where this great legion was made
| repeated it over in a subdued tone to my mother, but wantebtd it out at the top of my voice.

"Here," said she, "take this harp | have brought for you." She loosened it from a golden girdle abot
and gave it to me'See, | have one like it."

24



CHAPTER EIGHT
Fifth Visit
Just Outside the City Walls

Senecaame as usual and proceeded with his narrative, as follows:

Just as we were coming near the great gateway one of the elders came and met us, saying: "All we
ye children of God.Your Redeemer stands just inside the gate yonder at which you will stemi’' e
The elder made such a lovely bow and his words were so cordial and full of love it seemed to s
thrill of gladness over every soul.

| cast my eyes up at the majestic wdll.was of great height and shone with a brightness | cann
describe.li rested on twelve massive foundations, each having the name of one of the apostles ab
and so they decreased to the twelfth and presented the appearance of a majestic Jtagrwaye of
Peter was written on thest foundation, Paul on the saud John on the third, James on the fourth, an
so on to the top.From this topmost foundation, garnished with an amethyst, the wall rose to a g
height. The light streaming from these foundations was most precidust here | noticed Abraham
passimg nearby, and | asked him the mystery of the wall and its foundations.

"Oh," said he, "this wall As tbegeaernhi sswa
eternally safe.The mighty truths of God, promulgated by the apostlegwaght by our Lord Himself, is
our eternal safetyCertain of the angels many long years before my time on milk, abode not in the tr
and God cast them out and they hell into eternal darkness and sBatmgow this wall, of which you
can see but aevy little portion, entirely encircles this giant city, and within the truths suggested by th
foundations we shall ever abide, going in and out and finding everlasting comfort, You see that
Judean gate yonden®s frame and hinges are of the mirgold and set with one great pearFhis gate
always stands open for there is no restraint in heaven Unbounded liberty is now yours fanelvtre
wall has respect to these without as well as to those wiifhe. angel at the gateway is to give diren

to all who may inquire.You will further remember that there are twelve of these gates as well as twe
foundations and there are twelve angels as well as twelve déesian can enter these gates not fully
prepared.Did you notice some who drppd back far into the rearth the world the truth had to be
observed for any advancemenithis wall with its gates marks a definite experience in the career of t
redeemed.t is a fuller development of the great truths suggested by the ancientaebethe holy and
the most holy place; has reference to the saints on earth and in heaven.

Just at this time | noticed many happy souls with the glory of God upon them, coming througt
gateway toward usThey were all clothed in the purest white aaglewith a harp in his handis they
drew near us, there began to be a general recognition of each Dilese had been redeemed from the
sections of the earth from which we had corivany of them were old friends who had passed from th
earth manyyeas ago, yet whom we had known so wel/l
many of us had fought His battles together.

The recognition was so full and memories so fresh it seemed as only yesterday when we had parte
them, when they saidogd-bye and sailed toward the harbdrhere was no attempt to restrain feelings

25



for they could not be restrainett. was one hallelujah to Godl'hey seemed as much delighted as Wwe.
t hought again how faintly we \yethowdvieelytrue it wadWeG o
spent a |long time i n shaking hands and in |
united in an eternal union. t hought agai Nowavé sedthroubhdasglass darkly,dut
then face to facé.(l_Corinthians 13:1P Many angels were mingling among us and seemed in gre
delight at witnessing our joyOne of them said to me: "We have been watching gwarsince your
infancy in the world, looking forward to this very tim&Ve rejoice with you and have an increasing joy
as we behold your own."

Abraham now stood up prominently before us all and with his hand beckoned for silence, and s
wishnowtor epeat to you al/l a portion of Godbés V
now come unto Mount Zion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and t
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and churcHicdtthern which are written
in heaven; and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect and to Jes
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling which speaketh better things than the
of Abel." (Hebrews 12:2224)

Indeed it brought it fresh to all our memories; for our hearts were burning with great emotion;
scarcely did we know what to say, we were so-@weed abur surroundings, and the real consciousnes
that it was ourselves and our friends who had met in an undying state and in a sinless country, anc
presence of some who had lived thousands of years ago amid customs so different from our ow!
faceto face with the angels of whose birth we knew nothing, among all whom | saw none seemed
or feeble. Some that | had known in the earth as old men now seemed young and the very pictt
health and enjoymentThe angels also were clothed with ydutrappearance and vigot.said to one
of them: "How is it that lapse of years does not make its mark upon you here?" "Oh," said the &
"one day here is as a thousand years of an earthly existiiocene ever grows older in appearance o
feelings n this world. We are undying and utlecaying. We are clothed only with immortalityNo one
ever feels a pain or knows a sorrow here."

Just at that moment, a woman who had been standing near and listening to the conversation, clap
hands with ecster joy and said: "Oh, blessed be God for such a deliveraheels greatly afflicted for
thirty years before | was released from my earthly pain and sorfravas reduced to poverty and want,
often spending many days and nights alone and londly.sickness was of long duration and my
suffering was greatOccasionally a passing neighbor would call in for a mom&eimetimes leaving a
bunch of flowers and sometimes a prayer that God would support me in my affli€rendark night
there came up a wemgreat storm of wind and rainThe lightning flashed constantly and the thunde
shook lily cabin until | certainly thought it would fall dowBeing all alone my fears were gre&ut all

at once a light, beautiful and soft, filled all the room, attsbught | heard a voice whisper saying, "Be
not afraid, | am with thee, thou shalt not be afraid of the terror by night." Suddenly | seemed to se
presence of shining ones in my roomsat up in my bed and said, "Oh, Lord, art Thou here?" ar
repeatd a word from the prophet:l will trust and not be afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my strengt
and my song."l6aiah 12:2 All the remainder of that night | was filladith praises to GodMy soul
was exceedingly happy."

Just then the angel who had been talking with us, smilingly said: "I know all about that night and
present with you.l was present also at your bedside the night you died and strengthened ydbatsou
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your trust might be perfect until you were released, and nmshaooteer yonder brought you safely to
the portals of paradise.” Just at this moment she began to praise God again for her great deliveran
| said to myself again, "surely those evhad the poorest and hardest fare in the world are happiest no

We have lingered long enough just for a glance at the surroundings outside the city maks.hasten
on to what was within, for the great attractions were inside.

"But," said Seneca, tannot describe to you these wonders tonight, for you are alrea
weary." So saying, he bade me good night and was gone.

CHAPTER NINE
Sixth Visit
Entering in Through the Gate Welcomed by the Lord Jesus

The sun was just setting when Seneca came agjamas on my knees in prayer, and as |
opened my eyes he was standing by my side. "l greet you again tonight, my son," he
"and with Godos bl essing upon you, W €
commenced by saying:

We were nearing the greattgaay. Every one of the new arrivals was filled with wonder anc
anxiety. We had heard so much about the Holy City while we lived in the world, of its many mansic
its streets of gold, its gates of pearl, its transparent light without sun or moorgt seettall felt an
intense yearning to enter ifBut the greatest attraction of all was to see Him whom our souls loved ¢
by whom we had been redeemed and by whose blood we had been washed from dtve sivasl
already been told that He was waiting ntra gate in one of the mansions and that the great Book
Life would be near Him and be opened to the pages bearing our n@msdilled us with great anxiety;
although we felt a sweet assurance that our names were there, and that we would recga@dds
welcome. Yes we felt sure or we never would have been carried by the angels into paradise, were
so. For we had confessed Him on earth and we knew He had already confessed us before His Fatl
the angels.This gave us comfort; andagh we knew we had been eating of the tree of life and drinkir
of the crystal river, so with confidence we kept looking forwane knew we had been trying to please
Him, and the conscious sense that all our sin had been forgiven and our robes washadeantite,
was additional consolation to us no¥/e felt we would soon stand before the judge of all the earth.

Godds Word seemed f ur t Blessed aeahay that do Hisvdommaadmehes, the
they may have right to the tree of life, amdy enter in through the gates into the .LifRevelation
22:14 We felt such a comfort in this assurance, that if we had a right to the tree of life, andtthe
given us was by an el derdés hand, and that At
river of God which came from the throne itself, that the angel at the gate would not debar us en
now. Just at this time my mother, who had beesilgtengaged in conversation with others, came to m
and said:

"You need have no fearst gave me much joy when many years ago | was passing near where the &
was recording the names of those who had been born again, and seeing your name | aedribe as
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angel who it wasHe called another angel who had just come from the scenes of earthly conflict, w
they were having great religious awakenings, and asked him if he could tell who these were v
names were just written'Oh," he said, "I havgust been among them," and described everything ¢
minutely that | had all assurance it was ydthen other names which | saw registered were from tf
same place.My old home, our old homelndeed the memory of it is dear to me as | think of i
now. We will talk over the details of it someday; as things have been since | left yddyalloul was
filled with exceeding great joy when | saw your naniden the angel told me when he found | wa:
your mother, that he went with you and your cousin, whdmelw so well, one night as you went from
the scenes of prayer and stood by your side late at night, while you solemnly made a vow and pl
faithfulness to God and to each other, that he went and woke your father who was sleeping in a
room and lechim out to witness your covenan©h, you may know that not only I, but the angels
rejoiced with me when they brought me the tidingie also told me of the conversion of other member
of our family, and many more in the neighborhood.

"Well, well,” | sad, "does heaven have such communications as these with the affairs of the wo
How little we seemed to know it¥ e t my mothero6s words broidhgeht
scenes of my conversion, midnight prayers, earnest labor for others, thg sve just alluded to with

many others all came rushing through my mind and the memory was fresh as though but yesterday

| said, "How blind | was not to see the angel who was with fifee mighty veil of mortality, how it
blinds the eye of man from spiural beings and thingsHow far away they seem to be and yet how ven
near! | remembered how angels assisted Lot and his family from the condemned city of Sodom
why should they not assi st i n Fdr hremembe tihkeydoase alg r
ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who shall be heirs of salVation.

By this time we were entering the massive Judean gate®@ay.hearts were all filled with joy in the
expectation of so soon seeing Him whom our sowsdo As we passed through the gateway the mo:
beautiful scene met our gaze that we had ever witnessed before in heaven or ddweadh.language
cannot describe itTo say the streets were pure gold or transparent glass would give the best ide
way of comparison of any object | knowrhe great thoroughfares leading from the gate seemed to le
off toward the center of the Holy CityOn the right hand as we passed in were mighty, stupendc
columns of precious stone shining with a brightnessttaaven only knowsMassive domes and great
archways were overheadlothing showed any signs of decay or a@ rubbish or signs of weaiThe
light toward the mansion was exceeding gre@ur Lord now came forward to meet and welcome
us. Twelve legims of happy souls had now filed in at the great gateway and stood before ouifKeng.
glory and majesty of His being can never be descriféd beloved disciple on Patmos once tried to te
of His glorious appearance as He revealed Himself on eartwabkl¢hen clothed with a flowing garment
down to His feet and girt about with a golden girdies head and hair seemed white as snow, and H
eyes as a flame of tire; His feet were glowing like burnished brass; His countenance was like the
midday;a sharp tweedged sword was in his mouth and seven stars were in His right (Redkelation
1:1316) But when the disciples saw Him on the Mount of Transfigonasixty-three years before, His
garments then shone as the light and His face with the brilliancy of thedsukarth He was called the
fairest among ten thousand and altogether lové@lyt as He is now in His exaltation in heaven, the
language is todame to express His gloryHe bore the marks in His hands, and above His sandals |
nail prints showed distinctlyHe was the very embodiment of light. was not dazzling to our eyes as
was Mosesd6 face to | srael nodtheaays af oufconversioreon waeth
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until we passed through this gate we were being prepared for this vision of ourQlort¢how forcibly
were the words of Scripture as | looked upon His face and then glanced far into th&noiythe city
had noneed of the sun, neither of the moon, for the glory of God did lighten it and the Lamb is the
thereof." He was also the embodiment of love itsENery feature of His face spoke of lovideed it
was the reflecti on oAl théllove in Reaverhoe in the church bn earth tcaan
from Him. He bade us welcome to Him, and as we came, by one mighty impulse we all fell on our 1
and began to worship Him with adoring praise, saying, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain anc
redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation." The ¢
and the saints who met us, also joined and sang some new songs which we had never hea@ubefo
souls were in ecstasies of joy not to be described.

How long we remained upon our faces we could not tell for our gladness, joys and great satisfe
were so deep and bl essed weHehovaddressad usio most loany
words, giving us His cordial welcome and confessing us béfh@enultitude of angels present, and tc
Hi s Fatheroés face, and without further intro

"Come," said He, "look into this book.have opened it to the pages most interesting to you."

We all gathered around Him in turnsassely as we could, to look upon the pages of the great book
books, the heavenly records of the past and future.

Not only were our names written, but underneath them were many things bearing upon our work fo
while in the earth.l then rememberedhat God had said by one of His prophets which | read a hundr
times over.That a "book of remembrance was written before Him for them that thought upon His né
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when | make up my jeMealachi 3:16,1Y

We only took time to read a tithe of what was written, for our Lord said: "You now have perfect lib
to go where you will and to read at your leesihe contents of this most wonderful book." In glancin
over its pages we noticed the names of some who were with us wHestwatered paradise, who had
fallen back in the rear and remained far outside the gates of pa&@hout any further words fo
explanation we knew that they were not prepared, but were like the ancient high priest when unsan
unworthy of the altar, so these could not serve around the th@ieve knew they would be brought in,
for they were somewhere along the riverlitd and among the trees whose fruit was their food an
whose leaves were for their healingheir present reward was all that God could give them with the
present stage of grac&hese leaves, we knew, were only for those whose names were in th@fBoc
Life and that they have the same healing power in them that the sanctifying grace of God had i
kingdom on earth.The remedy indeed was around them, but they would not receividndy never
realized the deep meaning of the precious sacrificehém; but how thankful to know that the efficacy
of His blood availeth for those of His people on this side of the river as well as oWbkdtnew also
that much of our redemption is yet to follow and will be realized at the resurrection morninggoédhe
day.

| had often wondered if we should have knowledge of the lost ones and should miss any of our fr

from the Holy City, if we would not be filled with sadness and grief, although God had Ahitkdrs

should be wiped awdy(Revelation 21:% But now | found it was all settled, | had been there lon

enough to pass the river of life, drink of its crystal waters, eat of the fruit of the trees upon stsavahk

be greeted by thousands of the bleealshed from the chariots of God, beside entering in at the gat
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and during all this time only the highest emotions of praise filled my Jou,was s o ¢ o mpl
love, and my own will was so lost inghconscious will of my blessed Redeemer, that | had nev
thought once of weeping about anythirlg.fact, | found that all my faculties and dispositions to sorrov
and sadness were gone and | could see things as God sees them.

And then as | stood besideyrRedeemer and Lord, and the great Book of Life lay open before me, ar
could see far into the city and could see multitudes of happy souls Whom | had not met nor did | |
who they might be, some | did not know, but some whom | had known on eartradridaned were
among the lost might be here in the city, and especially since | had been greeted by some whom |
expected to see in heaveAnd in looking over the pages of the Book of Life | saw the names of ma
whom | thought would not he therendal knew they must be somewhere in the great city or in the vz
domains of the paradise of God.

| now felt anxious to go on and mingle with the happy souls which | saw passing in all diredtens.
Lord had said: "You have entire libertao where yowvill." | turned to see the rest of our Legions, for |
had been so enraptured by what | saw and heard, that | had tarried long; but to my surprise the
scattered in many directions; some had gone with their friends to quiet places, and benea#) theytree
were sitting on the upholstery of heaven in joyous conversation; others, meeting with old friends
boarded the chariots and with them gone to distant places of the city.

My mother was still near me and beckoned me to come withWerwalked aly a short distance and
sat down beside a stupendous column of what seemed jasper and sapphire, shining with the light
the eternal city only knowsThe cushions were of the finest fabric, and the upholstering had been d
by the hands of saints @mangelsfor everyonas busily employed in heaverCompulsion is not known,
but contentment of which we only knew the shadow while in our most restful moments in earth, se:
to clothe everyone here as a garment.

At this Seneca Sodi stood up and sédMy son, | will see you again at the appointed
time. The blessings of God Almighty be upon you, and among these blessings caus
face to shine upon you and give you rest" | looked up from my writing only to see
vanishing from my room.
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CHAPTER TEN
Seventh Visit
Visit with His Mother

My visitor was here on time and the following was his message:

| now turned to my mother and said: "I have been wanting a private talk with you for somét tilnes
seem so good to be here with ydtiseems like arery short time since | sat upon your knee and yo
told me the story of our future homelow little | comprehended the reality of iBut we are safe in the
city now and | want to ask you some questions about our home here, our privileges and duties."

"Be perfectly free to ask any questionsyou likée | ear n of t he wonders
we did on earth by applying ourselves to all the means and sources of knowledge."

"I want to knowfirst what privileges we have here in heaven, botthécity and outside in paradise and
elsewhere, and what are the laws that govern these privileges and our conduct?"

"I understand fully," she said, "what you want to knoviou have asked some very important question
and | am glad to assist you with atigtailed explanations you wish."

"Your privileges, however, are unboundedour capacities for pleasure and enjoyment are great
enlarged since leaving the scenes of your earthly Eeerything here invites the fullest exercise of
every faculty of yor soul. Your conduct wil | be governed b}
never wish to do anything or exercise yourself contrary to the will of God.

"The law of love and light is the law of the heavenly kingddwo. one wishes to do anything here ahi
would not be morally right.There is no thought or suggestion by anyone, of himself or another do
anything morally wrong.You have found, no doubt, ere this that you have no inclinations with
yourself or temptation from without to do any wrongnth Everything that you feel inclined to do is
right, so far as moral right is concernedour knowledge is yet limited, Whatever God approves an
your knowledge comprehends you will approve from the innermost depths of your Hisulill
becomes lavio you. He never charges guilt upon anyone here, for no one in all this heavenly kingc
has any feelings or wish to disobe8in is not known hereThat great curse of the earth is entirely
banished from these streets and mansions of the city; fromiritress, walks and resorts of paradise a:
well. No stain of sin has ever been here since God cast out the angels who &wesdone of those
thousands whom you see yonder coming and going are the image of God so completely that the
no desire talo otherwise than just to fulfill His willOur duty here is only a blessed priviledeis our
great delight to do all we ought to dRestraint and compulsion, of which | remember we knew so mu
in the earth, are words which have no meaning h€m have noticed, no doubt ere this, that everyon
you have met or seen has been perfectly joyful and happcontent is unknown hereEveryone is
altogether satisfied and entirely at rest."

"Oh, how wonderfully grand this is!" | replied, "but | shodikke to know further, if | do not weary you
with my questions, what privileges we have here in heaven, by way of going from place to place
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visiting among the beautiful mansions | see lining those great avenues and thoroughfares ¢
city. Our Lordhas said, "Go where you will, enjoy yourselves."

"Oh!" she said, smilingly, "go just where you pleagdl that you see and infinitely more are yours
yes, all are yoursDo you not remember that Scripturé [ | are your s, andisy ¢
G o d '6(s Corinthians 3:22,281 have been here for over sixty years and | have gone multitudes
times to distant parts of the city, and yet | havendad a little portion of my inheritanceSpeaking in
language which you will better understand, the city is fifteen hundred miles each way and its heic
the same as its length and breadiRevelation 21:16,1)7So its vastness is sufficient for you and yoL
have the privileges of it all."

"Oh, my mother!'How wonderful are the works of God!am simply lost in admiration and wonder!"

"Indeed," said she, "youwonder will never come to an endstory upon story is built and the
inconceivable height and glory and vastness can never be fully comprehended Yyuusee those
fountains yonder gushing with their pure water of life?"

"Yes," | replied, "I have beenoticing them for quite a while and wanted to ask you concerning the
for | see so many gathering about them and drinking from golden gobletesume they are free for
all?"

"Indeed, and they are throughout the city and even to the remotest paaradise.Do you remember
the Scripture which | used to read to you near seventy years ago, that the "Lamb which is in the mi
the throne shall feed them and shall lead them unto living fountains of wa{&stlation 7:1y

"Sure enough, | have read it hundreds of times since, but | never thought it meant so much."

"But when you get to the throne itself you will see the greatness of its meaning as you ocanndon
have already eaten of the trees of life, and drank of the crystal river, | am sure, for you have
privilege immediately on coming into the border lands of heaven; but did you notice there were tw
kinds of fruit on each tree?Révelation 22:p

"Yes, so the elder told md.have eaten only a very few times since entering paradise; and others |
selected for meThose lovely trees in the midst of thieeet, how full of fruit they are!"

"They were all planted and are growing by the immediate direction of our Lord Himself," s
mother. "You remember His words while on earthdo to prepare a place for y8yJohn 14:2 and
here it is. Those fountains and trees with all their blessing are forever y@ums.never tires of anything
he has here, nor wishes for anything that he cannot hdwe varieties of food are sbundant you can
eat and be wholly satisfied."

Just at this moment we saw one not far away, whom among the thousands we distinguished as on
elders. | said to mother: "Would he mind stopping for a short visit with Wf?at do you think?"

"No dould he would be pleased to do so." So she beckoned him to come #suse was coming
toward us she said: "Oh, it is Moses, sure."
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"How thankful I am," | replied, "for | have been wishing to see him ever since we entered paradise.
as he came neareffdlt something of an awe coming over me as | remembered his greatness whil
earth. | also felt a fear that the questions which | wished to ask him might not interest him since,
thought, he had been asked the same a thousand times.

"You need not far," said mother, "to ask him any questions you like, for he will take great pleasur
assisting you in any way he can."

Meeting a group at one of the fountains nearby, he was detained for a time, in conversation
them. While waiting for him, | said"l remember in the Scriptures it is said, "There are twémiy
elders in heaven."

"Yes," said mother, "twelve from former dispensations and twelve since the days of Christ."
| asked if there were the same distinctions and reverence shown here dk.on ear

"Quite the same," said she, "only on a true bésifor past fidelity and merit.The elders are greatly
honored here in heavefhey have already had their resurrection which gives them superior advant:
for enjoyment and service and yet their lesdare so spiritual that instead of being a hindrance to the
they are a very great help and advantageu have noticed, no doubt, how wonderfully they are in th
likeness of the Lord Himself."

"l have noticed that already in what | have seen in Abrabath Joshua, and | now remember tha
Scripture where the prophet said: "I shall be satisfied when | awake in thy likefessgth (L7:15

"Indeed," said mother, "and weeaall looking toward that event with great intereb doubt you have
heard since your coming that the Lord has intimated that the time has nearly come when the g
resurrection will take placeWhen you and | and all these multitudes of souls stete our spiritual
bodies. The great Father Himself, whose spirit you so abundantly feel and which is the very atmosy
of the city and all paradise, has made us all to feel and know that the time is nearljjhHegecare some
events to occur upon eh first, and then our Lord Jesus accompanied with all the angels and this mir
host of redeemed spirits made perfect, will descend to the earth, the order will be that when we ar
the earth where our bodies are sleeping (for what we used teatilid only a sleep), that the archange
will give a great shout of victory and the trumpet of God will be blown with a mighty blast and
power of God will awaken and revive all our bodies and they will instantly spring from the dust and
a mightychange will be made spiritual and we will instantly be united with them and be forever in
perfect image of Jesus, and the last stroke of our redemption will be completed.”

"Oh!" | replied. "How wonderful is the plan of our redemptioi®od has given & | remember, the
same idea of what you have been saying as recorded in the New Testament Scripture.”

"Yes," said mother, "and this is the hope and expectation of all the church in heaven and dButdrth.

see Moses is now coming to us and we will havdeave further conversation on this subject unti
another time."
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CHAPTER ELEVEN
Seventh Visid Continued
Visit with Moses

By this time he had come to us, and with a friendly greeting we shook hands and my mother gave
introduction. He very codially welcomed me, and in a moment all my feelings of backwardness
meeting with such an honored and favored servant of God as he had been and was wéieeggmaee
with which he met me and the welcome he gave caused an immediate yearning inenneao fim.|
felt | could lean my head with great joy on his bosom.

The meekness so characteristic of his nature while on earth clothed every feature of his sdd& no
did not seem like a man who had lived one hundred twenty years on the earthuchdgresit burdens
of responsibilities as he had passed throughere were no marks of age, or wrinkles or any oldis
looking appearance about himanly his hair and beard were of flaxen whitenelde. was rather above
the average in stature, and hiseslwere white as snowde stood quite erect and had a most imposin
dignity and yet so gentle and lovely that my soul loved him exceedingly at once.

My mother and he entered into a short conversation about a number of children who were just o
the gae, and asked me to excuse their conversation a morhbaard him ask her if she would go and
assist them in the knowledge and ways of the heavenly kingtldewere so near the gateway, that we
could distinctly hear them singing and could discern thieesd very sweet and angelidviother said
she would be quite glad to go and spend some time among them and teach them of heaven§uathin
turning to Moses she said:

"My son would be pleased for a short visit with you, as he has only recently etmier@ty." "l shall be
much pleased also," said Moses, "for to assist and help each other is much of our occupation in t
as you know yourself." Whereupon my mother
again," and waving a godaye withher hand she was gone.

Moses now said: "You were fortunate to have had such a mother on 8aghs greatly esteemed in
heaven, and very much used in the service of her LBud.| see, my son, you are very full of questions
and the inquiries and inviégations of your soul are of great service to you hémt. us walk to yonder
cluster of trees and take some fruit that we may be eating while we are tdlldaivgays enjoyed the
social and religious feasts while on earth, and it remains with me Isgjlleatly enjoy eating with my
friends." He selected from the different kinds what we wanted and said as he handed me a bunch «
seemed like large transparent grap&kese will help you in understanding the mystery of the kingdol
of Godd mysteries not so much connected with our redemption as our further development in he:
and growth in a knowledge of His will for the great future.”

"There have been great discussions of recent years,” | said to Moses, "over some portions
Scripture, espeally of the book of Genesis which you wrote, what was meant and what time embre
in the six days of creation, and the seventh day in which it is said, "God rested." | used to say if ¢
got to heaven | would see Moses and ask about these tiingsat last, here we are, face to face."
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"Well," said Moses, my time and knowledge are at your disposalave been asked very similar
guestions hundreds of timeBut just one word of explanation will make it all clear to ydn.thefirst
place, to begirback of where | began when writing under the inspiration of God, before the beginr
the great cycles of eternity knew nothing of the eattlwas known only in the mind of God, and long
before He laid the foundations of the earth, He thought of efcis.oBut this beginning and each
successive day of creation were long periods of tilgach cycle was called a day which measured
vast period of creation under infinite laws.h e same | aws were in oper
was simply llislaw. When He said, "Let the dry land appear," ages were occupied in developing
continents for our earthly home, and so period after period, the work was done and the eartt
populated with creation of His own willGreat events are in store foetbarth yet.The restitution of all
things has not occurred yeGod shall cleanse, change and remodel it again by Hire voice shall yet
shake the earth as it has neverroglgaken.He shall prepare it for a suitable place for His bride iii the
great wedding tour which we will yet takddo you not remember His Word, written long after my day
"Whose voice then shook the earth, but now He hath promised saying, Yet once more | shake r
earth only but also heaven'(Mebrews 12:25The renovation of the earth and the removing out of Hi
kingdom there all things which offend and do iniquity is another great day yet to come, and n
here. All the wise ones ogarth will be ready and waiting for it.

"Well," | said to Moses, "I am deeply interested in these great matters of creation, but may we not
them for another visit for there are other things which | wish to ask you about."

"Certainly," said Moses.

"Tell me something concerning our Lord Jesus, ere He was born in the world and became our sa
for sin."

"Well," said Moses, "He was always one with the Fatltée. was truly the Word of GodThe creative
energy of the almighty JehovatWithout Him Gal did nothing. "Let us make" was an expression
common in all the works and creations of Gatis title always was the "Word," and until He was borr
on earth He was not known as the Son, but as the Word bBighyhas been present in the creation of th
wor |l d, and was and is the gl ory o Butiwasa greattevers |
in heaven when the announcement was made that Jesus was born in Bethlehem, It was the most
occasion ever witnessed in all the heavenly domaAihthe angels tuned their harps, for the Lord said
"Let all the angels of God worship Him." | have seen great times on earth when the millions of Isra
joined in the chorus of praise at the passage of the Red Sea, and when all the greathledsteorns
their tents at the sounding of the trumpet of God on Mount Sinai; but never was anything eqt
this. Multitudes of angels at once descended to where the infant Jesus was; but no such wors
music has ever been heard in heavErerythingthroughout all the streets and avenues of the city ar
even to the utmost bounds of paradise the voice of thanksgiving was being poured forth ©h&od
angels were not alone in this praise, for all of us who had come from the earth knew that oonsal
was through Him who had just been born into the world and you may know we all joined with thel
one prolonged praise to Gott.was an event which had been pondered with anxiety by all the heave
host for long ages past."

"Thank God," | said to Mass, "for His birth. And | now remember a passage of the blessed word of t
Lord bearing on this same subjecOf"which salvation the prophets have enquired and search
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diligently who prophesied of the grace that should come unto $earching what awhat manner of
time, the Spirit of God which was in them did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings
Christ and the glory that should follow: Unto whom it was revealed that not unto themselves, but ur
they did minister the things wiicare now reported unto you, by them that have preached the go:
unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven, which things the angels desire to Idold intc
Peter 1:1012)

mn mn

You are right, my son, sai d Moses, and we
His birth, life and deathThe angels were in constant attendance upon Him at all times and brougt
detailed accounts of all that@ared in His life. Many things of which | am told there is no record upor
earth are faithfully written in the Book of Life, a volume of which is at each of the twelve gates anc
angel always has it in chargd.you desire," said Moses, "we will walit once to the Judean gateway,
which is not far from here and see some of the things written therein."

| said to him: "l entered at that gate only a short time ago and saw the book and glanced over a fev
pages and should be much pleased to loak iinaAgain, for our Lord said, "You can all read at youl
leisure." As we were going, Moses said to me: "Did the book equal your expectations?" "Oh," | sai
far exceeded thenit is so large and grand, yet it seemed easily hanftieéyerythingin heaven seems
to be of such a spiritual character."

He quickly turned to that portion bearing the title: "Records of the Son of God." As he slowly turnec
leaves | glanced at the various headings bearing on the many events in His most wondeltfubdige.
exceedingly interesting and precious to notice with what wonderful harmony the records of His life
given in the Scriptures and in this blessed book of all bottkseemed more interesting still, since |
knew that one had been written by the nmstentality of man and the other by the hand of angBte
angels know all about our language and have written all things intelligible t@hes.angels whom
Jacob saw in his dream ascending and descending upon the ladder, bearing confirmations
covenant given to Abraham were the same who were in constant attendance upon the Son of God
His wonderful incarnate life upon earth, and watched every detail of His life, and much of it has |
faithfully written. | read with fresh interest the amat of His birth, of the special illumination by the
guiding star given to the wise men of the east, in the language of the Record: "A light from he
guided them to the place where the worl doés
destroyHim by killing all the young children of those parts, and of his continued and determined w
against Him until an angel brought his life to an end.

As he turned the pages | noticed many accounts of His early life not given in the Scri@uess.
espe@lly attracted my attention, the title was: "Jesus Taught by the Father." The event seemed to
when He was but five years oldoseph had gone from home and the child Jesus was left alone in
fatherds place of busi medaouseSuddeniya bnghttclou filledoad that
me ¢ h a ni cThe Fathey Himself overshadowed and held conversation with Him, telling Him w
He was: that God was His Father, and communicated to Him much concerning His earthly rdbion.
this," said Moses, "he knew as God, but as He was man also He learned by being taught."

Another account was written: "Caught Up to Paradise." It was during the night while all were asleej
He was caught up to the paradise of God and was with the Fatherrigrhmars in which the Father
said to Him: "Thou art man as well as God for Thou wast born of a wowlhmpower and authority
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shall soon be given into Thy hands; and Thou shalt lay down Thy life for the salvation of men." |
quickly remembered His owwords: "'This commandment | have received from my Fatidohn 10:18
"Thou shalt also prepare and fix up mansions in this upper kingdom for Thy future home andathat
Thy children for they shall be many."

Before morning had broken upon the earth, angels had conducted Him safely to His home at Na
and before any stir by servants or parents He was in His room in prayer.

"Now," said Moses, "this incarnate life dfe sus on earth was made ne
and rebellion against GodNo other method was ever devised for our salvatiéau can look further
into the book if you like, and at any time you wish."

CHAPTER TWELVE
Seventh Visid Continued
Further Visit with Moses

"These accounts,” | replied, "are exceedingly interestingave often said while on earth that many
things we did not know nor could know, we would know hereafter."

"True enough,"” said Moses.The fact is, we only just begam tknow thefirst rudiments of the
knowledge of God while on earth."

"l suppose that would be true of the large mass of mankind whose knowledge is so limited conce
divine things, but you seem to include yourself along with the rest of us, and it addtiesstrange
since you were for so many years in such intimate fellowship withdGddlked face to face with Him
0 saw His glory so often, were His special friend so long."

"I know," said Moses, "that God did highly favor me, but it was for your sakesuch as my own; but
after all, since | came into the heavenly kingdom and into His immediate presence about the thr
find | know but little of what is evidently yet to be knowfkod revealed much of Himself to me, as |
thought, but that much wasnly a tithe of the great mysteries of His eternal nature, wisdom a
works. Even as regards our common salvation, the angels who for long ages have been about the
are yet eager to learriHere," said Moses, "is a page you would like to see, kar. It is one of the
great events in the earlier life of Jesus, not recorded in the Holy Scriptures on earth.” The headline

"The mission of Jesus more fully confirmed by the Father." The event occurred when He was
twenty-two years of ageHe had retired to a distant mountain to pray and was all alone, except man
the angels were about Him, when the Father in a most extraordinary manner met with Him and reit
in fullness of meaning all that had been revealed by the shadows ofvth@li@ Father spoke of His

death to be accomplished at Jerusalem and of its vicarious natoweHis death was to be for all men
and showed Him the fullness of His love for the world, and that His sufferings and death should b
price of reddmptionyand that Bis death should be the great atonement for the salvatic
man. The account also showed how He should die and the fearful sorrows of the occasion: His reje
by the Jews, His scourging and final death on the crBsference waalso made of His resurrection
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and ascension into heavetAll these things," said Moses, "Jesus as the Word always knew; but as
Son of God, He was instructed by the Father, and did fully His will in all His incarnate life on earth.”

Very many thingd saw written there of the occurrences in His life most interesting to me o,
yes," | replied to Moses as he turned the pages, "I remember how John the beloved disciple saic
finished his nar r andthereareanfany bttidehgsSvhich Jesuds did thel whichoif
they should be written every one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the book
shoul d Db"'€JohwPRli2f t en. O

| asked Moses why these are written here instead of in the records on earth.

These," he replied, are for the satisfactdi

"Well, well," | remarked, "I am lost in wonder and surprigaut, father Moses," | sdj "you had a most
remarkable experience in the days of our Lord while on edrtte Scriptures make reference to the
transfiguration of Jesus on the Holy Mount and that He took Peter, James and John with Him an
you and Elias came also and wereitagkwith Him concerning His death."

"Yes," said Moses, "l look back to that event with great pleas@ite¢he time the hosts of Israel were
ready to cross the Jordan into the land of their inheritance | was very anxious to go over with then
God thoudpt it not best, and His will is always right, | did not then know that He meant to answer
prayer after so many long years had passetthat is, long years as regards earthly c@unt was only

a day and a half of heavenbbs measure. "

"That was a great gavhen the Lord beckoned us to the eaniil. powers had just been given into His
hands both in heaven and in earthcannot fully describe to you our feelings when Elias and myse
were walking together near the throne talking of the great event soteamxcur in the earth, and its
great meaning both to earth and heaviewas speaking of His tragic death soon to be accomplished
the cross, and he ofthel essed gi ft of the Holy Ghost to
our greaimission and concern had been to unfold these two features of the work of the Son of God.

We had enjoyed many precious visits and much conversation about these questions when unexp
Michael, one of the chief angels, whom possibly you have seen, lancbJéhe swift charioteer, brought
a chariot to our side and said that we were called for immediately to the #&dittout further
preparations we were quickly seated by their side and, with almost the rapidity of thought, we
flying through the grat avenues and passed out of the city at the gate of ManaBsehzast plains,
mountains and valleys of paradise were quickly pas¥éd.were so enraptured with the thought of &
visit to earth we hardly knew what to say nor had we time to say it uatil@ve slowing up somewhere
in the regions of a terrestrial sphere a moment more, its cities, towns, mountains and rivers we
visible to us. Just at this moment Michael said to Jehuco, "Slacken thy speed still more and drive
chariot past Mount Bbo." | cried out and said, "Oh, Michael, thou blessed servant of Gedwe so
near the land of my earthly pilgrimage, and to the mount where my last earthly prayer was offere
where | laid aside the veil of my flesh?am so glad to see old Nebgan. My body was laid away
somewhere here." "Yes," said Michael, "we know all about it and whese litwill speak unto thee
again, later on about it, but now we must hasten on." In a moment more the chariot wheels were st
stil |l on ©&andwehadseppedwmomthe earth which had been the scenes of my forme
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and within the promised land to which | had led the host of Israel, and longed to enter it myself, anc
my prayer was answered after many hundreds of years had passed.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Seventh Visi Continued
MosesO6 Description of the

Moses continued and said; "Only a short distance from us was a bright cloud suspended a little
above, but really it was settling down upon the mouinteminded me wy much of the cloud that went
before us in the wilderness and led the hosts of Israel in their jouriéysjuickly left the chariot and
the angels standing by its side, and proceeded to the place over which the cloudswaycame near
we had thdirst glimpse of Him who was both God and matde had clothed Himself in the livery of
heaven for the occasioWe found Him on His knees in prayer and somewhat hidden behind some
shrubbery.The three disciples were kneeling near Him, but were scconer with the glory that they
seemed asleefHe arose and met us with a most cordial greeting, and the place was so resplenden
glory that it seemed we might have been still about the throne its€difi seem passing strange to think
we were upoithe earth againWe knew the time had arrived when He should become the great sacri
for the wor |ldadl foreshadowedrHint by thexmanifold shadows of the ladeed, | saw
something of His majesty and the glory of His kingdom whenfigusie God made my face to shine like
the sun on Mount Sinai, with which, no doubt, you are familiar, for it was faithfully writt&xddus
34:29

"Oh! | remember iguite well," | replied, "and have often made reference to it as typifying the beauty
moral character.”

"Very true," said Moses, "but it also foreshadowed the transfiguration scene and the future period
come, and which, we are informed, is neanatd, when the millennial glory of Christ is to appear upo
the earth and all the saints shall share in the glory, a glimpse of which was seen on the Holy Mount

"We stood united in our testimony to the Son of G@&iit after we had been called away theee
disciples saw no man but Jesus onhe great Father spoke out of the cloud and declared this was
only beloved Son, well pleasing to Hinwe had much conversation with Him on the great themes
sacrifice and atonement, the Holy Spirit, andghe a n o f ma n dhse churehdnewrnas amplen
proof of His divinity and can fully trust in the great sacrifice which He has made.

"Our Lord spoke as familiarly to me as though we had been intimately acquainted for hundreds of
and indeed He ltabeen during much of my earthly life and toil, my constant frignd.was the "Angel
of the Covenant,” and was in the cloud which went before and followed us in our journeys in
wilderness.Long before His incarnation in the flesh He was the lightezfven and was with His church
on earth.He gave us a cordial introduction to the disciples with whom we had converse.

"When He had dismissed us, the chariot drove to our side, and in a few moments we saykgaod
| eaving Ol i vet orhomewardrrip.Mi evea el omowut urned to
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l i ke to ¢ past the cave?d6 6l should be grec
threshol d?6
"When the chariot stood still, Michael, Elias and myself stepped Mut.c h a e | now sai

known where your body was laid until this dayhe Lord directed a secret burial, lest the people ¢
Israel should worship your remain¥he devil contended for a long time that we should give it a publ
burial. But you ae aware that we are now at the pladéiur body was laid far back in a cave that uset
to be here.After it had been laid to rest, we touched the rocks and they came down and filled
entrance and here it has been sleeping ever since." At this | hioowld myself before God and
blessed Him for His promise of the resurrection.

"We now hastily ascended to the top of Pisgah and once again | was standing where | had stood
sixteen hundred years befor®h, how fresh the memories of it all wergVerything came back to me."

| had been so entranced by this remarkable story, that | almost thought myself on the earth aga
turning to Moses, | said: "How wonderful are the dealings of God to the children of Videat great
things are in store for ém!"

"Surely,” said Moses, "but | must finish my narrativdust here Michael said, "We must hasten on.
Seated again in the chariot he said to his charioteer, "Go past Bethlehem, for there are two soL
released which we must take with us." The witaseemed to go with the rapidity of the lightningle
received the two souls and were soaring to the regions above and toward the gatewa
paradise.When we had stepped out, Elias remained with them for further instruction, and | was
once morat the throne.

"l see," said Moses, "that we have been standing here a long time and you will have ample time t
into this book at your leisure."

"l am thankful for that, "I replied, "and shall often avail myself of the privilege."
Moses now said: "Yw have not been far into the city, nor about the throne, have you?"

"No, but | am anxious to go, if | only had someone to go with me as a gliltere were many who
entered the city at the same time | did, but they have all disappeared among the coosidelssee in
every direction."

"You have taken a wise course, my s@et acquainted as you go alonthere are many who will lend
you all the assistance you requilesee you are anxious to see your mother again, she will return to \
soon and yogan enjoy her association as you will."

"l thank you very much for your kindness, Father Moses, and will improve the opportunities as
come to me."

Moses then said, "I hope to see you again soon, and at the throne if not before," and with a pledsar
of blessing he said goduje.
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| turned about only to see my friend Bohemond coming toward \We.had parted at the Judean gatce
and had not met sinc&o we went to a quiet place and sat down to talk over the things of our wonde
visits and experigces."

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Eighth Visit
Great Prayer Meeting in Heaven

Seneca Sodi came earlyhe usual greetings passed between us and he began as follow

Bohemond and | now walked a short distance to a most remarkable cluster of buildings whichadose
just pointed out to meThey were massive, stupendous, and grarttey occupied one whole block of
the city and seemed to be foursquategreat inscription was written above the threshold:

"Treasuregaid Up in Heaven."

We spent a long time goingogirm pl ace to place | ooking i1into
people have secured for themselves, as well as rejected blessings which might have been secur
diligent effort while on earth, for we found that all these multitudes of holy ggenwe]s, pearls and
lovely garments all had their counterpart in the experience of saints on €hdgke heavenly jewels
might have been easily secured and would have added much to the riches of the soul in the he
kingdom. But | can tell you morefdhese at another timdBefore leaving the shrine of holy symbols we
were told that not far away from here was a place where great congregations meet for public worsh
praise, many hundreds of which are located in different parts of the HolyIGigyd to Bohemond, "Let
us go there at once for we have enjoyed no congregational worship since leaving the Judean gate.’

As we stepped out at the door of the sacred shrine onto the opened street we found it was i
crowded with thousands of happyuss on their way to the great praise servit®h, listen,” | said to
Bohemond, "to the strains of music." It seemed far in the distance and yet we could hear it
distinctly.

"Oh," he replied to me, "it must be the orchestra of heaven."

"Indeed, | hink it is, and | am anxious to be among them." | spoke to one of the many who w
thronging the streets and who seemed to be perfectly acquainted with the surroundings, asking
could tell about the order of the service and the chances of a cortiyaaen

"To be sure,” said he, "every comfort is providéthve you not attended the service before?"
"This is our first, as we have just lately come into the city,"

"Then you will be welcomed and ushered to a more prominent place, so you will have b
opportunities of learning the worship of heavéil the strangers are brought forward and introduced t
the great multitudes and given favored placgs.you will be entirely free and easy."
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We thanked him for his kindness arid felt a sense of relief.

Just at this point came two chariots sweeping along in which were seated many of the patri
prophets, and apostles of Jesuisnoticed that each of them had a harp, and someone with a la
stringed instrument stood up prominently among thémad, "Who is the man with his face shining
with such glory, having the stringed instrument?"

Several spoke at once and said: You have sung his hymns and Psalms a thousaféugsesho he
is."

| did not need to be toldl knew it was David the KingAnticipating my desires someone beckoned t
the charioteerDavid also called us to come and sit with hilve were soon by his side and the chario
was rolling along with noiseless but slackened spéasdid to David and the rest, as | turned toward m
friend: "This is Bohemond from Northern Russia whom | met affimyintroduction into paradisel
am from the opposite side of the earth, and although our homes were so remote from each other,
are brethren in the Lord."

"We are glad to welcome youny sons, to the Holy City, and also into this chariot, said DaV@f.
course, you are going where we all are going, up to join the great congregation in the worship and
of our Redeemer."

"Indeed we are and shall be glad to go along with youwfknow but little of the order of worship
here."

"Just that which springs up in your souls is most pleasing to G@ge you have your harps with
you. Have you learned to use them?"

"Oh, yes, and | have been practicing some new hymns we sang atramcennto paradise and at the
gate of the city.We used to sing your Psalms of praise on earth, as well as the song of Moses, but
| heard thdirst strain of music in heaven | concluded we did not know how to sing at all.”

"Oh, well," said David, you will have no trouble in joining in with the music hei2o you not hear the
orchestra nowWVe shall all join them soon."

| had been so entranced at our situation and surroundings and so absorbed in the conversation th
almost forgotten who owhere | was; but turning to Bohemond, | said: "How blessed to be here, :
then, just to think, we are with the old prophets of God of whom we have read so much!"

At this Bohemond again fell on his face in adoring praise to God, and poured forth suchtsaieeDf
melodious thanksgiving, that David could not withhold his fingers from the strings of his harp, |
moment more, the whole chariot was sounding with the sweetest music of all the ages, for the
singer of Israel had greatly improved hinfiséie said, since he had been singing the songs
heaven.While we were singing, Bohemond arose and joined, and sang so loud and lovely that all
were turned upon himAs | scanned the faces | caught the glimpse of one which | soon recognize:
tha of Abraham, whom | had met back at the crystal rivlestepped toward himHe knew me and
called my name, and shook my hand with a joyous fresh welcome and said: "Let me introduce to yc
son Isaac, and Jacob as well, of whom you have often read."
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"Oh, is this your son whom you offered on Mount MoriaAfd Jacob, thou chosen of God, who
wrestled with the angel and prevaileHow blessed to meet you all herélow much like a dream,
when we used to read the record of your livesi, my soul is fullof glory and praises to God.am so
happy in meeting you here; but you have been here for long ages and | have jusTheraeare many
things | would like to ask you, and | trust in no distant day we may have a londBiatlkt does seem
good to behere. Just now | remember a Scripture passage which | have read so many times over,
never had a meaning as it does nd@wur Lord once said thatMany should come from the East and the
West and should sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob iirtgdom of heaveh,(Matthew 8:1),
and here it is fulfilled to usOh, | do bless God for His great salvation!"

"The music sounds so clear and distinct we must betine@reat gathering place for the mighty hosts."
"Indeed we are," said DavidCast your eyes abroad and see."

I arose and stood wupright 1 n the chariot wit
harp. To my great astonishment, as &8 the eye could reach, | saw innumerable hosts gathering :
everyone robed in the purest whit€he orchestra was still practicing and singing some of the mc
lovely songs human ears had ever hedgl.soul was in a perfect state of rapture and bliss

The place of the meeting was more like a great amphithediter architecture had all been designed b
our Lord and is among the things He went to prepare foAllghe seats were beautifully upholstered
and the floors carpeted with exquisite tasddmost without noise or jar everyone found his plateaid

to David: "Will our Lord be here among us?"

"No doubt He is here now," answered David, "and will be seated in the center, and all the fresh ar
will be ushered to seats near Himhis isdone to give them a fresh welcome and that all may see t
vast hosts of those who are being redeemed and washed by His precious blood; and yet the stranc
newcomers which will be here is only a small portion of those who have so recently entgredélse
of paradise, and many of them have entered through the gates into the city."

And true enough, for so it wadAll the fresh arrivals were gathered from among the mighty concour
toward the centerQOur Lord sat on a kind of elevated throne visild all the great hostde arose and
with most loving words gave us a very kind greetidgdeep sense of awe filled our mindd/e knew
we were standing in the presence of the Almighty Creator and Gracious Redeemer, and we felt gre
in the kind wécome He gave usHe held up His hands; and the nail prints were also seen in t
feet. He did not need a sermon to arouse our feelings of pr&sére time could be given for any
further introduction we had all fallen on our faces in adoring préiseye felt so deeply that all this
glory was the purchase of His precious blood, His sufferings and death on the cross of Calvary.

In a few moments we all stood on our feet again and received another gracious welcome b
Lord. His words were most teed and loving and the welcome so sweet and full that at once we all -
perfectly at ease and at home with all the rest of the great company and we all praised God togethe

Many hundreds of angels were among us who had carried us from the scenesaghbulives into the
heavenly domain.

They seemed to rejoice with great joy that we were safely home in the bosom of God.
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Just at this time David arose to his feet and with him many prophets, patriarchs, apostles and &
servants of GodThe song opraise was announced and the whole congregation, having harps of Gc
their hands, aroseThey, or rather we, for we all joined, sang the song of Moses and the song of
Lamb, and the chorus was;reat and marvelous are Thy works, Lord God Almighlyst and true are
Thy ways, Thou King of Saints(Revelation 158 Davi dés harp played t
played on earth.

Paul and Silas stood sidey Iside and their voices could be distinctly heard above the voices
many. Oh, if only the church on earth could catch the inspiration and life of this heavenly worship, tl
would be few listless congregations even where there is no preacher at all!

When at last the great congregation had broken up and we were scattering in all directions, w
several ancient men and women who had lived far back in the past ages of the world, with sol
whom we had very precious visits.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Eighth Vidt 8 Continued
Visit with Ancient Patriarchs

There were many who remained behind long after the great throng had dispéasgdof these were so
filled with the glory of God that they seemed to be holding a kind of after service, which | found"
alwaysin order. Like it often is on earth during great revival seasons, the Spirit of God is so infused
the people that a congregation is often loath to leave the scenes of prayer, and while returning t
homes they would be singing the songs of Zion

| found that the themes of the highest praise in heaven were often those which had been the g
blessings of earthThe memories of the past and the conscious sense of great deliverances s
always bring the soul a deep sense of its indebtedmesgratitude to GodAmong those who remained
behind were some ancient men joining with the great chorister in many hymns of praise, and singin
many solos of ancient date, of which one could judge by their peculiar wording; referring frequent
events, times, and places of far gone ages; so that we could tell at once that they were ancient r
had lived in a far, remote period of time, although they looked as youthful and full of vigor as any ¢
who had just entered the city.

To some of hese | was especially attractedheir great earnestness and enthusiasm and pecu
conduct, coupled with such Lovely faces and sweet tempers invited us to go and sit amon§ahem
said to Bohemond, "Let us go and talk with them and find who thety are

They welcomed us to their companWe soon found ourselves sitting in the presence of Job a
Methuselah, Abel and Noah, with many of the earliest ancestors of theTheg.all seemed full of
vigorous life with no marks of decrepit old age like weew so much in the worldl then quickly
thought of the words of the angel to JohBehold | make all things netv(Revelation 21:5and sure
enough, thesewereamg t he earl i est of the race of mar
renovating power had come.
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We had a long but very pleasant visit with them asking them many questions concerning the
history of man on the eartthdam and Eve were tHest creation of man in the image of God.

We arose to bid them gody e , when they embraced us with
you again."

Bohemond and myself now went to a quiet place and sat down to talk over the things we had just
andwitnessed for we were most deeply impressed with the words of these ancient@hehl said,
"what is the full and utmost meaning of eternal lifé?our thousand years have not made their mark c
feebleness, nor dimmed the eye, nor cooled the lodeaor of these men, surely eternity never will."

There were many coming and going, and everyone had such a sweet and holy temper and disf
with such pleasant smiles of loveliness that bespoke eternal satisfaction and contehtsaghtto
Bohemonml: "I have been thinking about a number of my old friends and relatives in the earth wh
they only knew what we know now, they would lead very different lives and seek to be ready for
solid glory."

Bohemond replied: "I almost wish, myself, | coukturn for just a few days and tell my own people, t
whom religion is but little more than an empty profession, the great realities of this heavenly kirigdo
myself never thought it was half so real or could be so grand.”

"Well, Bohemond, | would belgd to have you tell me something of your earthly life and surroundings

"I am descended," said Bohemond, "from a race of kings of Norman blood who reigned for many
at Antioch in Syria. After the close of the dynasty, which occurred about the abgbe thirteenth
century, our family scattered to different countries, but principally to Bohe®ia.people soon joined
in with the Bohemian brethren, many of them becoming earnest followers of Ghigseat persecution
arose and many were compdili® hide themselves in dens and caves of the eBuhwith the exodus
of about a thousand brethren to Poland in the last of the fifteenth century, the honorable sires
family came.

"By the principles of our faith we were forbidden all kinds ofrfase as not comporting with the

teaching of our Lord.Because of this and the denial of the doctrine of transubstantiation, persect
was still heaped upon usater on, our particular family moved to Northern Russia where we have be
ever since.Many of them have grown wealthy and very prosperous; but | am sad to know that
among them have substituted wealth on earth for treasures in hgaw@nincident obviously has taken

place before Communism took over in Russia in 23h@. Publishers]If they only knew what was reserved in
store for all the redeemed and bleedhshed, which we are now enjoying, and were it real to them a:
is to us | feel sure they would mightily bestir themselv@$., could | send them one warning messag
from heaventhey would hear me, would they not?"

"Well," | replied, "Abraham was of a different opiniomhey have Moses and the prophets; if the
would not hear them neither would they hear if one should rise from the dead, so why should we w
return?" We satong, talking these matters over, but when we aroused ourselves to the situatior
found that the great congregation had nearly allgédhe.t Davi ddés chari ot s
the entrance where the hosts had gathefteshid to Bohemond, 'lsten a momentl s ndét t h
music? And the song, oh, how seatirring it is." We cast our eyes through the great archway towa
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the chariot and saw David beckoning us to hive hastened through the long aisle and when near t
chariot, we foundt was filled with those holy men of oldDavid now said: "We saw you were quite
alone and thought you would like to go with us to a great praise service for the children soon to be
near the Judean gate." We gladly accepted their offer, saying, ‘&i&om our way to the throne, but
will be glad to go with you for we are but little acquainted with the city." Paul spoke lovingly, and
laughingly, and said: "Well, dear brethren, | have been here for more than eighteen hundred yea
yet | know butlittle of the city, although | have been to many sections of it again and a@ain.

Il nheritance i s eXxcé etdrnitpigbepre poaTlte vast dlams od paradisa,'t saidg
Paul, "and all the riches of the eternal city are yours foreve

"Now," said David, "step up and take a seat beside Paul and my$ele brethren in the rear of the
chariot would be glad to speak to you." The four men arose, and we were introduced to Elias and L
whom everyone knows, and who are famous @wvbka on account of their devotion and service to Go
in the earth, and a man by the name of Artorious, of whom | had never heard ligdoré.said he was
from Southern Mesopotamia and a descendant f
Hobah in the Kingbs Dal e, and John, the bel
world.

"Well, brethren," | said, "is it true that we are here with those who have lived so longragadea of
immortality and a future life, which we ehshed so dearly in the world has proven more than
dream. Oh, how good it is to be herélhere are so many things | want to ask you concerning a far &
gone age, but my soul is too full of glory and praises to God now, | cannot restrain my fe€langd."
said: "You need not tryWe will all join you in praises to God." Silas arose from the front of the chari
and came and stood by Davi dods <SBohensondwahdil feleon bun
faces in the chariot and worshipped Gddsbed Giver of all this good."

"Now," said Seneca, "I must leave these holy men and the chariot till | see you again,"
so saying he bade me good night.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
Ninth Visit
Enroute for t he Children

X turo far $ie hiadblaft th& ehariet Glladongh mereenroute

I was very an
| drends polytechnic and the

for the <chi
to hear.

A gentle rap at the door, it opened, and my silken bearded friend steppgéam.glad to
see pu, Mr. Sodi, | have always welcomed you, but never more than tonight | have
everything ready for your message."

"You shall write it, my son," he said, and he began:

David led in the singing of the hymiThe chariot was moving slowly alongVhen we finisied David
said to his charioteer: "You may drive past
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see what our Lord has prepared for the little ones of His kingdom." So, turning to the right, he guide
chariot, not rapidly, for wedd many things to talk about on the way.

The avenue was broad and lovelWe passed many gushing fountains and groves of the trees
life. These were not for shade as no burning sun smites either the city or the blessed paradise.

On the way | said to R& who sat by my side: "It does seem so good to be here with you, it see
indeed too good to be trudzancy painted many fair pictures while we were in the world which we
made to glow on the canvas of our imagination in reference to the future, rirutemer equaled the
reality."

"No," said Paul, "it was impossible for man to conceive of the glory while in the flEsh.Lord once
gave me just a glimpse into paradise while yet in the woflde glory was beyond my power to
describe."

| replied to Pal1 "l have often wondered how it occurred, for we have a brief account in the divine w
on earth which you left concerning itlf Corinthians 12:2

"Well," said he, "while at Lystra in Lyconia | was stoned and dragged out of the city for dead, but
raised me up, and I, with the brethren, went back to the @igts 14:19 But that night | could not
sleep, being restless and burdened with the word of the ll@ahse and, all alone, went out of the city
to pray. | ascended the side of old Karadogh, an extinct volcarseemed to be greatly helped, for an
angel constaty held my hand.When some little distance up the mountain, one of the chariots of Gi
with a driver of light, appeared at my sidewas so enraptured by the presence and glory of God a
both overawed and overcome by the royal chariot and driver tiaatlly could tell whether | had died or
was in a trance; but | soon found myself lying prostrate in the chariot and mounting far above th
mountain. We arose above the pillars of the ski¢ssoon heard the strains of music from the thirc
heavenm the plains of paradiselhey were singing some new songs, which as a mortal man, | had
power to repeatl opened my eyes just for a moment, glanced at the crystal river and heard a loud \
proclaiming the mystery of the trees upon its bankswvas the closing words of a sermon uttered b
Moses to a vast company of Jews, as | was told by the driver afterwards, giving them light upon
that they could not know while under the law and subject to an inferior experience, for you have all
found that we have preaching here in heaven as we used to have on earth.

"Only an instant we remained and the chariot darted with the speed of sound toward thin eafétw
moments the old town of Lystra, lying at the foot of the mountain, with its staeet domes, shone out
with their best appearance under the light of the full moon beaming upon them; but the people wel
asleep.| stepped from the chariot as the driver, with a pleasant wave of his hand, saitbygoadd in
an instant it was gan On the top of Karadogh | continued my prayer and praise to God until near
break of day.l never could really tell while in my flesh whether | was loosened for the time being fr
my body or whether bodily | was taken to glorigver after this | hd a longing to go back and forever
remain; to depart and be with Christhe words of the sermon and the strains of music could never
forgotten, but were an element of strength in my life during the many afflictions God permitted to c
upon me."

"I remember the words in your Epistle,” | replieBot me to live is Christ and to die is gaifor | am in
a strait betwixt two having a desire to depart and be with Christ which is far'b@tahppians 1:2)
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"Indeed," said Paul, "and had | known all the bliss and glory of the celestial kingdom, as it is, | couls
have been contented.was greatly favored of God, and through so many revelations of Hismill a
manifestations of His power | was in great danger of being unduly exalted; but God always knows
to deal with us for our greatest goofl.man of most bitter wrath was turned against me, indeed he wa
thorn in the flesh to meHe was the messengerf Sat an; but Godbs gr a
entirely sufficient for me, and | always found that all things work together for good to them who |
God."

"Oh, thank you much for your worddt seems as if God directed you to give me this littteobyour
experience.l have often wondered what the thorn was to which you alluded in the Epistle.”

"Yes," said Paul, "but this messenger of Satan, as well as the prisons, scourges, beatings, betra
false brethren, and sufferings of earth, onlykead for my good.l am so blessedly free from them all
now. The contrast is so great it gives me an eternal appreciation of the blessedness of this kingdon

" see, sai d Davi d, we ar e ¢ o miQargyownhear ithe t
singing?" "Oh, most distinctly," and yet, the place was still out of sijhe streets were thronged with
the little ones, usually in company with the angels or faithful mothers or those having care
them. They all seemed so joyous and their lawughhilarity and joyful conversation bespoke perfect
contentment and satisfaction, and yet we knew that much the larger number had left their parents
earth; but there is no grief nor sorrow in heavénall mothers in earth could only see theinldren
whom they have lost, as they really are, they would weep no more, but make every provision nee
soon follow them to those mansions of light"

Many older people were among the®ome were parents conducting their childr&ome small infants
were carried by the angels, or precious women had them pressed close to their bosoms, for their
feet had never learned to walk.

At last our chariot halted just near the great entrance, where it seemed countless throngs were pou
and of all thisgreat host none had been within the compass of the heavenly domain but a
time. Children soon grow to maturity in heaveXour little babe, dear mother of earth, which left you
many years ago, is now with its harp of gold singing and praising iGaltl the maturity of its manhood
or womanhood.

We now stepped out and followed the great throng whither they went.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
Ninth Visitd Continued
The Chil drends Great Cat

The place was most beautiful inde€the decorations were beyoddscriptionfor everyoneseemed to
take an interest in the children and had brought flowers celestial, worked into bouquets and wres
artistic beauty, with blooming shrubbery of an unfading character and of many kitiasight of the
Scripture, Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.” "Beautiful and grand indeed!" | whisgéred.
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decorations overhead, the carpets underfoot, the upholstery and cushions were of the finest fabri
tiny seats also of celestial velvet, for the little onAsthousand golden chains sparkling with diamonds
and gems of rarest beauty were arranged for the leaders in the sérliaege and beautifully arranged

platform was in the center on which several thousand could sit or stand, elevated so that adisiguld
be seen and heardhis was for the leaders in the great public services.

Great multitudes of children were rapidly filing in, and gathering towards this great céhiy.had
escorts guiding them to their respective placHsey, like all the ihabitants of heaven, were clothed in
shining garments of the purest whit€éhey had all entered the portals of the heavenly domain at so
point of paradise, for it will be remembered that all souls enter paradis®f all, and as they are
prepared fothe fuller enjoyment of the King and His glory, they pass on toward the throne where |
Himself is seen and enjoyed in all His glory and majesty.

All these children had been for a longer or shorter period in the preparatory departments of paradis
they had now entered through the gates with greatly extended privileges.

As | glanced over the countless multitude of little ones, | was most forcibly reminded of the words o
Lord: "Suffer the children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of isutie kingdom of heavenh.
(Mark 10:14 | thought again that no longer was the warning needed\tftadsoever shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in mewiere better for him that a millstone were hanged about his ne
and that he were drowned in the depths of thé' ¢bkark 9:42 "No," | thought, thank God, no more
experences of being cuffed about as many had been on ddatimore little heartaches and solé$o
more being falsely accused and blamed by irritated older ones!"

| thought as | looked over this wonderful gathering that every child had a history of itd ¢vaught of
little Mary and her sad story of whom we used to sing on eértinother who was preparing some flour
for baking into cakes left it for a few minutes when little Mary, with childish curiosity to see what it w
took hold of the dish which FBeto the floor spilling the contentsThe mother struck the child a severe
blow, saying, with anger, that she was always inthe way.f or t ni ght after wail
had increased to her deat®n her death bed while delirious she asked&ther if there would be any
room for her among the angeld.was always in your way, mother, you had no room for me at times
your heartt And shal l I be 1 n t hheartedmytber theh felivreo ysatrifice Tob
great, could she hawaved the child.

When the dewy light was fading
And the sky in beauty smiled,
Came this whisper, like an echo,
From a pale and dying child:

"Mother, in that golden region
With its pearly gates so fair,
Up among the happy angels,
Is there room for Mary thef

"Mother, raise me just a moment;
Youoll forgive me when | say
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You were angry when you told me
| was always in your way.

"You were sorry in a moment,

| could read it on your brow,

But youodl |l not recall I t, mother;
You must never mind it now.

60 Wh e n yngjsterxcalldme
And you hear my voice no more;
When she plays among the roses
By our little cottage door;

"Never chide her when youdre angry.
Do it kindly and in love:

That you both may dwell with Mary,

In the sunny land above."

Then she plumed her snowinions

Till she folded them to rest.

Mid the welcome song of rapture

On the |l oving Saviourodos breast.

In the bright and golden regions,

With its pearly gates so fair,

She is singing with the angels.

Yes, thereds room for Mary there.

| wondered and said tmyself, "Is she among these countless throngs | see?" Everyone seemed to
contented and happy and without that feeling of loneliness and fear which is so natural to all childr
earth when absent from parents or honiéey seemed to be so ratibrend appreciative of their
situation. Some of them had died when tiny infants and had known nothing of the earth, so they se
to be somewhat amused at the story of their former life and beginning in the @dr|dhis wonderful
scene: the grandeshave ever witnessed either on earth or in heaven," | said to Bohertidypdvhole
soul is in raptures of delightWe could hear the voices of thousands who were praising God, with lo
yet most sweet words, and with their harps of gdltle great ampltheater was simply ringing with the
melodies of heavenDavi d6s chariot stood still on the
had gone on toward the great central gathering, for our Lord Himself was seated on the platforr
blessing the mititude as they came pashis blessing was filled with such enlightening grace that th
children bounded off with such intelligent praise that one might think they had been here for many y

Just at this moment | was much gladdened to see dear neotharg toward mel had parted from her
at myfirst introduction to Moses when she went outside the gate to assist a group of these little one:

"Oh, mother," | shouted, "I am so glad to meet you aghkliave you been with these children ever sinc
you left me when we were talking with Moses, for you went to take charge of a group of children sin
their songs just outside the gate?"
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"Yes, indeed, and they are now among this mighty concourse praising God andfist ti@e they
look upon theirSaviaués f ace and receive His gracious w

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Ninth Visitd Continued
The Praise Service

"l should like to know who this is with you, mother, who seems to bear the family likeness." | notice
anxious smile upon the face of a beautifoligg woman who stood beside her.

"Well," said my mother, "I have been waiting to see if you would recognize her, for you once knew
as a little infant”

"Oh, mother, | want to know if this is my own darling child who left us when only three months érom
birth."

"Indeed," replied mother, “this is your child and | have watched over her ever since she came
paradise."

From that moment she fell upon my neck with deep and sweet praises to\M&ocbuld not weep, for
there are no tears in heaven, but mejoicing was more precious than anything | had ever known
earth, "Well," | said, "dear child, | only knew you adlitle infant, but now you have grown to
womanhood.We wept much when you died, for our home was deserted and stripped of all tlentigh
joy which you brought into it.Your mother and | were not active Christians then, but for many days &
nights we could hear your voice with a plaintive cry beckoning us to this city of light.”

"Oh," said Mary, for that was her name, "it was theedngho carried me to paradise, for he went bac
to speak to you for your cheer and comfort, so he told me later on."

"Well, my dear child, | am so glad to see you once again after more than forty years have passet
grown to your maturity.How gracefulyou look! You must have been well cared for."

"Cared for! No soul lacks attention in heavefhis your mother has been my mother since my tiny lif
in paradise beganBut | have often met my real mother, for she was here long before you ttawve.
you not met her yet?"

"No, dear child, but | know | will soonl have asked after her quite often, but | find she is detained
some distant place in paradise assisting a group of young people lately come, but who were not pr
for the glory of the cit, and she cannot leave them just now."

"Yes," said Mary, "I know quite well where she is and have been to see her often."

"Among many others whose bodies were buried beside your own we lost your little grave, but we |
you were not lost.The meeting witch we had in prospect seemed so like a dream, but, oh, how re:
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is! Your mother no doubt has told you all about our family which you never knew, but when we hav
opportunity we will talk it all over."

"Oh, indeed, | will be delighted to hear yoll tee all about each one of thedn no, | mean, each one of
us."

"Well, dear mother, | am glad you have brought my child to Bt will you tell me something about
the law of growth and development in heaven from that of a tiny infant to the maturiteeeldpment
which | see before me?"

"Well, you know that the trees of life have twelve kinds of fruit, adapted to all the needs of the hu
soul. There is no lack of opportunity, for the means of knowledge and instruction are abundantly off
here, acording to the growing demands of each sotkt the growth and development of each depenc
much upon its own effortsThere are but few idle people in heaven and yet traits of character develc
on earth during the formative period of life continue withhere unless they are changed or overcon
during the probationary stat&everyone has his identity and peculiar characteristics developed dur
his life. If an individual was careless and indolent in his earthly life, the same tendencies contmue
him here. There is, however, no such thing as a stubborn or obstinate spirit among all these childrel
in all heaven.Every will bows in sweet harmony with God; but some make more rapid advancen
than others, which depends upon their own exestemmd energyAs they apply themselves to all the
means of instruction and partake wisely of the fruit of the trees, they move along the lines of hea
development.A similar law prevails here as on eartNatural law indeed is extended into the gpai
realm. Our souls never cease to grow and develop intellectually and expand their grasp of et
realities. There is a grand perfection in heaven which admits of an eternal progress toward the ful
of our great Father in whose image we all. @&t as on earth, so in the kingdom of heaven, much «
our duty and labor of love is for each other, and ever will be."

| then said to my mother: "Persons who have been separated but a short time will see and kno\
other much as they saw them wheeytiparted in the world."

"Quite the same," she said, "only the difference between the earthly and the heavenBuitatehe
case of parents whose little ones were taken in infancy and the parents remained in the world for
years, they shall not@et them as infants, but like yours, developed toward maturity."

"Oh, yes, | see, it would be a great calamity if they should remain tiny infants or were untaught
children.”

"Now, cast your eyes over this great company,” said mother, "You se¢udestiof classes formed and
the angels, elders, and more experienced ones are teaching them the knowledge of heaven a
hymns of praise, and soon we will all join in some choruses and if you have never heard music, yo
hear it now, when all theshildren are praising God together, for most of them have learned to use t
harps,"

Mary, who had been standing nearby listening to our conversation, came up close and said: "l am s
dear father, to see you hendow long since you have come?"

"Only a short time," | replied.
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"l hope soon to hear all about our family since mother left you and even before, for you may tel
some things she has ndtdo not know why | was taken from you so early; but our good Father kno
best and all He does Imest and just at the right timé.remember being a little infant in your arms and
on mot herdés breast, but | havendt much recol
land of light and joy."

Her memory was doing its workShe to& me by the hand and fell upon my neck once more and beg
to praise God in such sweet tones that it seemed for the time that all the events for nearly forty
were annihilated and we stood as father and infant.

Just at this moment my companions of thariot, who had gone on toward the center of the great he
beckoned to meWe all went toward them and at a given signal the mighty concourse fell upon tl
faces in adoring praise to Him who was in the midst and was fairer than the sons dflamgrof these
children looked upon His blessed face for fingt time. Such a welcome He gave them, which showe
His great love for the little ones.

The harps were all tuned to the voice of the singer, and as we now arose, all stood, and man
outstretcled hands toward Him with one great voice made the arches and domes of heaven to re
with melodious infant praiseddow forcibly | again remembered the wordSuffer the little children to
come unto me for of such is the kingdom of heav@viark 10:19

These meetings | found were frequently for the children in which they were taught the worship of
and instructed concerning the sad fact of sin, and that withogréa¢ atoning sacrifice of their Lord,
none of them could ever have entered the blessed portals of this heavenly doheinvere taught
about His sufferings and death for them; the sin and awful fall oficirparents in Eden, and how
judgment cameipon all to condemnation, and that an eternal night of hell would have been theirs if |
Lord had not suffered for theml. noticed their intense interest in the story of the cross and their de
appreciation of what the Lord had done for thefhe prnts of the nails yet in His hands and feet wert
an object lesson to them indeed.

The time came at last for dismissdlhe great concourse arose, and the doxology began:

Praise God, Great Author of all love,
Praise Him all creatures here above,
Praise Himbelow, a mighty host:

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

[In heaven the wording of doxology is changed to fit the place where it is sung.]

As we sang the doxology, it seemed that earth and heaven had urtieedeil between seemed very
thin. Infact, wo knew we were all one great family ai
forever together.The benediction was pronounced by our Lord Himself, with such blessed word:
heavenly love, it seemed like He might almost be back upon eartingléss little children.

We were soon scattering in al/l directions, I
expression of contentment, as they were passing through the great archway, constantly attract
attention.
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| said, "What pe#ct satisfaction, so complete is their joy!

They have all the association anyone could widb.one cares for association not found hérkere is
no danger, nor any feeling of fearhere is no one in all the wide domain of this heavenly kingdom wi
any evil intent or desire, but perfect confidence and trust in every soul."

David who came near me just then with his harp strings trembling with an air of peculiar sweetnes
who seemed to be enjoying the grand procession as well, stopped nesagyto him: "Do you find
any homesick children wanting to go back to their old homes in the earth?"

"Not one," he replied."If parents could only see and know this glory into which their children ha
entered they would not mourn over their departure filoeretarth so bitterly."

| said to David: "I remember just now your word concerning your own child when it had died: your ¢
had been most intolerable during its sickness, but when it was dead, you said, "I shall go to him, |
shall not return to me(ll Samuel 12:23

"Yes," said David, "and | have been with him nearly three thousand years in this Gloenty years
after his death | followed him and found lha&d grown to mature years and had been a thousand time:
similar places as this and much instructed in the ways of the eternal city."

"Now," said Seneca, "I must leave you rest The hour is late and you are tired.” "But, "I
lied to him, "are you noired also?" "No, | never tire any more, nor ever feel weary; but
|l ong to get back Jushasmgon d5 any task rtodtise whrld is den
through you, | shall speed with all haste to my treasures abBeeof good cheer, my

son. A reward isin waiting for you." So saying he bade me good night and vanished fr

my sight.
CHAPTER NINETEEN
Tenth Visit
Seneca Sodi, with Mother and Daughter,
Returns to Paradise in Da
An Earthly Sermon Repeated in Heaven
"You are on good time torfigt |, Seneca, and |l am rested

"I am glad, "said Mr. Sodi, "to see you in good humor and in such fine spiigs; the
Almighty Father bless you tonight as | give you my message:

As we were | eavi ng ttiore Daviddarhedandeaskédsif wg woeld ltke te take
hasty trip into paradiseAs his chariot was now going, we gladly accepted the invitation, and in a st
time mother, myself and daughter stepped out of the chariot a thousand leagues from the g
Manasseh.This was a new but most beautiful place in paradise t®asid said: "Enjoy yourselves as
you like. | will call for you later,” and his chariot moved otn the distance | saw another chariot

54


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II%20Samuel%2012:23;&version=31

slackening its speed-our souls clothed in thgarments of heaven were seated witfilin.one of them |
was particularly drawnHe was clothed in a white gown onlffhe moment he found he was within the
gates of paradise and opening his eyes upon the glory before him he fell prostrate uponahik fhee
deepest emotion, both of praise and regrets over the Idasivas greatly bewildered over the glory of
which he felt so unworthyHe tried to praise God but could not look up for shame, he was so ne:
naked. One of the saints who seemed taedarstand his situation addressed him and said: "You &
saved. Think not of your pastWhat God has forgiven He remembers no more."

"Yes," said the man, but | am so unworthihe angels assured me that the gate would be open
me. Only a few hours @o | was a lost sinner and far from Godl.have come direct from the jaws of
eternal death.Oh, tell me, am | in heavenThe sermon | cannot forgeOh, how God blessed the
preacher!His words went to my hearl.was grieving over my sins and cryingwas praying, Oh, how
Jesus revealed Himself to me, and gave me festis on my dying bedA meeting appointed and the
house was crowded, only last nigl@h, tell me, | pray you, am | in heaven?"

"You are safe," the saint replied, "safe at hoi@an you repeat any of the sermon to us?"

"Indeed | can; every word of itHosea 10:12 Is it time to seek the LordAt 5 a.m.when thefirst

gleams of the morning appe |, you ask, 0ls it time to seel
0They that seek Me @&madyi mhwpoud dskhd dMes 6i tAtr
voice from t h&emeénbermaowethy Cegidr in éhge daysoof thyth@us Oh , W
beautiful Light is circling round the brow and becoming a center of joy within the character of that ¢
of God who has early learned to lisp the name of Je8gsin at9a.m.t he bel | cal |l s
ti me to seedknstchieenlceer dt2rGemd|l es and says, ol

already and the sins of my youth are multipl
the accepted time: now is the day asolil hesedhewmast i
important period of life has already past or is now upon yithe golden opportunities of childhood and
youth will return to you no moreYet you say with an indiffer.e
Lord?06 Sataom wlhiws beerg,i n&Ydur heart i s hard, j

A~

upon you.?©d

“"Turn your eyes upward and |l isten," the pre
Everything within you has beencomses pacinfigom heavBreas
though sounded with the trump of God: "Repent ye and believe the g@3pele unto me and | will
giveyourestl n the day that ye seek me with all th

"Consider your si tghtaThinkgau ofdhe littlertess bfdimeithat isGeft goa ®r sa
great a preparationThink you of your accountability to GodYou will soon stand before Him, and
render an impartial account of your stewardshipink you of your reply to Him who sittie upon the

t hrone when Hdend, ol @dmlest teoa yn,hithér not having on a wedding garden
(Matthew 22:12 Oh, think you of your feelings when you witlok this way and that, to find yourself so
confounded that you are speechless, as you call back the days when showers of grace from heave
often upon you and your heart yielded no fruit of righteousness in refinink of the barren fig tree
tha stood so many years in the vineyard, having been digged about and watered so long withot
fruit; that when mercy shall cry, Ocut it di
be.
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"Think deeply of the weeds which have been growmgour heart so long and scattering their seed i
other soil around youThink of the ripening harvest from your sowing, and thahdtsoever a man

soweth that shall he alsore@dp. Thi nk of the rich man in torm
sorrow, knowing it might have been otherwise with his soul, but now being tormented he could
dazarus afar offéoé in Abrahambés bosom.

"As these considerations are before you, haste with all speed to Him who alone is able to s@ig yol
do not live longr as if there were neither a bed of death nor a bar of judgrBentvise; look your
danger in the faceAnticipate the day when you shall behold a God in judgment and a world in flam
and flee to your God from the wrath to come." With this the mareddvis head again and with sobs of
emotion mingled with joy and grief, he arose and said: "Oh, thank God, | remember it all and
earnestly praying when the chariot called for @, | did and do hate every sin of the pdsilo love
God. | am His faever. Hallelujah to Jesus!"

Quite a group had gathered to hear this sermwhen he had finished we all united in one great shot
of praise to God.

"Oh, yes," he said, "I am in heaveihank God for His everlasting mercy.am out of hell. | am in
heaven."

When he had finished his sermon my mother and daughter went to him and said: "Good brothe
rejoice with you that you are in heaveWou see your folly in not having made better preparation fc
this land of light and love, but be faithful to eyepportunity for your advancemenY.our escorts will
conduct you into the ways and laws of this heavenly kingdbaiso gave him words of cheer, and he
began to praise God again and said, "l do bless God for that pre&atitevords were surely sehy the
Holy Spirit. They went like an arrow to my soul."

At this an elder came and said to him: "Be of good cheer, my brother, the angels have brought you
to this paradise and far toward the interior from the gate of entrdvary of the anciensaints spend
much time about the threshold of paradise and assist all who &utiea. large number of them have just
been up to some great praise services within the city arid have not yet returned, and the ang
brought you herePay good heed tdlgour opportunities, for much is before you."

"Oh," he cried out, "only let me know what | must do to be in harmony with this holy pldteheaven,
thou art mine! Am | at all purified from my sinOh, am | acceptable to God, will He welcome me?"

"Surely," said the elder, "when you are prepared for the light and glory of the city, you will be brougt
its gates and ushered in with the welcome of your Ldfdyou tarry among these trees, do not be
restless nor neglectful Almost the entire catalaggp of the Christian graces must be learned b
you. Partake freely of the twelve kinds of fruit on the trees; they will impart light, life and grace to y
soul. Press the leaves to your nostrils and bind them to your heart and no taint of evil wilinayod."

At this we saw Daviddés chariot coming in the
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CHAPTER TWENTY
Tenth Visitd Continued
Martyred Saints in Heaven
An Excursion to the Hills

Davi dos c¢ har iWithhimwwaese amwnber ¢f eew arrivals but who were full fledggadts
of earth. With exultant praises they were glorifying Godheir faces beaming with the light of

heaven.Davi d call ed to us, s &g wherg you Willll énlist takes tkese dgao
brethren far up the river toward the gateManasseh, where they will spend some time among the tre
which you can see in the far distance yond:¢

trembling to the words of the twentgurth Psalm, in which all had joined.

My mother now said: "¥nder comes four beautiful spirits whom | want you to mééiey are the most
joyful souls | have met in a long timé have often met them in the city and know them quite well."

As they came nearer | asked her who they were.

"They were of the martyredmts," she replied.They were all burnt at the stake, for their testimony fo
our Lord."

"Oh, mother, | shall be so glad to meet them."
"And | too," said Mary.
By this time they were very near ua.wonderful halo of glory was about them.

"Good morning' said motherfor everyonesays good morning in heaven for a long time after they ha
entered paradise or even the city gates, for it seems as though morning had only come, one f
refreshed, happy and lightarted. They returned the greeting Wit lovely bow and handshak&ve
were soon introduced and a lively conversation following and indeed it was a joyful interie.
holy, heavenly laugh and joyful expressidiied my soul with rapture of praise.

"My mother has justtold me thatyaur e of t hose who once suffere

"Yes, said one of them, "we remember those days of awful persecution as though it were
yesterday. But many hundreds of years have passed since then and we are amply repaid
here. Theyt ri ed hard to induce us to recant; but
that. He had said:Fear not them which kill the body but are not able to kill the soul, but rather fear |
which is able to destroy both soul and body in héMatthew 10:28 Our sufferings were intense; but it
was soon over and we were immediately ushered into this glsywe leaped from the body we
shouted victory ovelfire and enemies.
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As they uttered these words | thought of the Scripture where John, the beloved disciple, said: "
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which
held. And they cried with a lodi voice, saying:

6How | ong, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou
earth?6 And white robes were given to every
yet for a little season until tirefellow servants also and their brethren should be killed as they wer
(Revelation 6:10,1)1

"Indeed," said they all, "and our rest has been most sweet amesg blowers of paradise and the
glories of the eternal city." "It is here," said one of them, "as it used to be on earth when the old so
of war times would have their reunions and jollifications, and talk over the memories of their a
struggles.We are just now enroute for a great reunion of the martyrs and confessors of our Lord d
the dark ages of bitter persecution on eattha little while you will see many chariots bringing their
thousands to what we call here, "Our excursion to the'hiWe would be pleased to have you go alon
with us."

Mary quickly spoke up and said: "Yes, let us go."

We quickly dropped in with them and walked to the station just néénile waiting for a chariot | said
to mother and Mary: "I am so glad of this rmeg. | have heard so much of the days of awfu
persecution and of the thousands who were killed by fire and swbedr 0 6 s per secut i
awful time when he burnt so many of the sainffsnearing their nude bodies with pitch and making
midnight torches of them, and their agonizing cries were the music for his chariot races."

"It was terrible," said mother, "but they are all here now with the glory of God upon tierdoubt we
will meet many of them soon."”

"Look," said Mary, "do you see théariots coming?"
"Oh, yes, in the distance," | replietls their route past this station?"

"l think so," said one of the saints, and with that he waved the flowing ends of his mantle a
charioteer seeing him turned his chariot toward As.it came ear, | noticed there were a number of
coaches attached somewhat like our railroad train coaches on kdithnot yet know the propelling
power of the chariots, but something akin to the electrical currents of earth, mightily operated 1
wonderful fiers of heavenBut of this matter | will speak to you again later, if you wish.

$s the chariot slowed its speed and drew near us, we all stepped aboard and were greeted wit
hundreds of the most joyous people | have met in healiea.chariot move on with wonderful rapidity
toward the pleasure parks and hillsides of paradi®en, at last, it slowed up amid a mighty hos
gathering from al/l parts of the <city, of t
sake. Many of them had suffedeuntold anguish and tortures in prisons, at racks and inquisitions, torr
wild beasts in the arena of amphitheaters for the amusement of wickedWigesaw many of those
alluded to in the blessed book which now lies on your table; where it speakdeninGind Barak and
Samson and Jephthah and David and Samuel and the prophets and others which had trials c
mockings and scourgings, or bonds and imprisonmewts. saw those who had been stoned, saw
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asunder, were tempted, were slain with the swoehth had wandered about in sheepskins and goatskit
being destitute, afflicted, tormented:

Of whom the world was not worthylhey had wandered in deserts and in mountains and dens and c:i
of the earth.

Among them we saw James whom Herod killed withstverd; and Stephen whom they stoned; in fac
nearly all the apostles were theM/e saw also Latimer and Thomas Hawks and a hundred beside v
had suffered in England as martyrs under the reign of her who was called "Bloody Mary." But they
the thosands of others who had sealed their testimony with their own blood, were the most joyful
men whom | had met in all the heavenly domdburing the course of the exercises of the occasion ar
the joyful and exultant praises from this great armgahts over whom neither fire, sword, nor prisor
could avail to turn them aside from the holy confession of Jesus, | kept thinking of that Scripture w
in the Revelation of6t. John he says:l'saw the souls of them who were beheaded for the witness
Jesus and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast neither his image, neith
received his mark upon their foreheads, nor in their hands; and they lived and reigned with Ch
thousand years(Revelation 20:%

Just at this time Paul came to us and seeing | was but a newcomer to this great feast, said to me
you a martyr for Jesus?" | said, "No, but | truly love Him and hope | am moding."

"Oh, no," he replied, "you are indeed welcome."
| was then emboldened to ask him to explain that Scripture just quoted.

"Certainly," said he, "all this great host who have suffered for Christ on earth shall also likewise t
with Him on earth.The millennialSabbaths almost to dawn, when for a thousand years these will |
greatly honored among the hosts of heaven when the Lord shall return to earth with all HisTéents.
shall reign with Him. This honor have all the martyred saints, fogyt who suffer with Him shall also
reign with Him."

When the great assembly had closed its business session (for there is much business carried on ir
of which the business in the earth is buvice c
which for enthusiasm and spiritual activity would put to blush most of our active service in the churc
earth. The harps and stringed instruments of heaven, in the hands of these trained choristers,
made the arches and domes of heaven r8auls developed under such trials of suffering as these h
passed through, who make up this mighty convocation, brought forth the sweetest and loveliest me
until 1 was simply bewildered in the consideration of the capacity and development wiaa lsoul in
heaven.

Following this was a heavenly picnic, which for joy and gladness and demonstration of victories
praise, nothing in earth will compare to Eruits of many kinds with the various spices and viands of tf
eternal world were preparddr the lunch. Angels were busy at this servicé.was difficult for me to

learn of the multitudes of good things prepared for these saints, there was such an abuftEmalkt.

had eaten, then the thousands began their rambles through the valleyaang the hills and mountains
of paradise.Great gorges with stupendous cataracts and magnificent scenery and pleasant places
and enjoyment abounding everywheRerpetual blooming flowers with groves of trees and carpets
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grass with such eless varieties bring their constant rewards to those who rest from their labors, wit
eternal satisfaction in this blest paradise above,

CHAPTER TWENTY -ONE
Tenth Visit 8 Continued
No Race Prejudice in Heaven

At the close of the great convocation, it came to me and said: "Son, have you noticed there is
race prejudice in heaven?"

"No distinctions of the races, mother?"
Yes, there are distinctions, but no prejudice because of race.

It makes no difference here as to the kind of body we had on edtthouls have a spotless whiteness
here and their robes, the sanwhatever the physical condition may have been on earth, we are all «
family here. Children of one FatherDo you notice that group of singers yonder?"

"I do, mother."

"They were dlcolored people of America,” she said "some of them suffered much, as slaves, by
old masters.Let us go and speak to them a moment."

We did so, when to my great surprise | quickly recognized one of théenstood face to face, but for a
moment | lesitated, and then said: "In the name of paradise, is this you, Rastus?"

“"Oh," he said, "ltdéds me; but who be you?"
| said, "Look again."

He did so and began to smild.do know you, Mr. Sodi, you preached to us colored folks once on bos
the vessel ona@North Sea," and with that he gave me his hand.

| knew him in my earlier years having business with his old master in the Sgetvas very black and
very ignorant, but his face now shone with the brightness of heaven itself, and his garments watre
whiteness.

"Well, | am glad to meet you," he said.

"Indeed, it is mutual,” | replied; "but you are so changed.

Are there no black faces in heaven?" | inquired.

"Oh," he said, "we are all white here and in de perfect image of de Lord."
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| asked what hisld master thought of the great exaltation into which he had come.

"My master," said he, "l fear is not heré.have never seen him since | escaped him and went
Northern Russia on de vessel of which yaowedkrd
never give me anoderon& o after de vessel was full of d
was well out at sea, when | made myself known because of hunger andTthegtmade many threats
to throw me over into the sea, like to abn but my life was spared and | escaped to Rudsather
have | seen him in dis heavenly worltl.have passed to and fro among these countless hosts of
redeemed and have been to very many sections of de city, but | have not metféan.he is ot
here. He used to attend de services of his church and made a good profession on de Sunday, but
de week he was ungodly and rough to his children and still worse to us his dlaees. been made to
feel so deeply de fddy yi mfde ege/v enrd ariBbusabds dre 6
|l ost tryind to serve two masters and peeri ng
de week.Oh, | was so poor in de world; my cabin had no window, nor did we have a razanded on
de floor, nor a picture on de wall, neither did we have a flower in de yard nor did we have a yard, f
cotton growed to de door.

"But oh, | have everything here; everything | kin see is mited all beside and still it belongs to all
deseudder people just as much as meoes just where | like, up and down de streets, through de lo
avenues, out through de gates of de city in de blessed chariots of God, to de infinite regions
paradise; and de Lord Jesus has given me entir¢yliaed says, "Go jis whar you will, and eat of every
tree you like. Clime de mountains and go into de valley and along de rivers and bathe your soul i
sunshine of de Lamb, who is de light of all de heavenly city and dis paradise."

"Well, Rastus," | s@ to him, "I am very glad to meet you here and witness how God has lifted you
from the dust and the dung hill and made you a prince among His saints."

"Indeed, | am gladder dan you kin beam de object of His grace and you de witneBat when did
you come to de city?"

"This," | replied, "is myfirst visit to paradise after having been in the city only a short tiniave only
just begun to see my inheritance."

"Well ," said he, "you wil/ never glicity. Noriwill godr |
heart ever shrivel again under de cold blasts of de world of sin; but it will swell wid de highest emo
of praise. Do you see dis harp (which he loosened from his girdle and began to test the strkegp)?

it tuned up all deime ready for de praise of de Lord Jes@d, if | only could meet my ole master of de
earth a comindé along the street s @rsheebukeanyheaved,e
and say, "Not quite so loud wid de music over indatcofne@r;r you di sturb de
fourth avenue." But | fear | shall never meet him, for God says, dar shall in no wise enter into de
anything dat defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination or maketh a lie; but dey which are w
i n de Lamb 6 sle usau toldefile flie womeh & de plantation and lead others to do the sz
and do other i mmor al abominations; dar was n
and seem to be a saint on de Sundaly, | fear lis hopeless cries will never reach to de throArd yet
some day one of de angels may come to me sa
earnestly prayindéd and washi noé IDends eld hiarp wdd loegirh |
on de highest key, until de angel would have
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hedéds a | eper from de sole of his foot to de
de Jordan afore he is clean. 6"

"Well, Rastus," | said, how about the rest of the slaves, are many of them here in heaven?"

"Oh," he said, “"dear Mr . Sodi , I Ospects yol
garments and put off de black ondsh er e s mu | thera amdddeyssing if dedlmimwid de
odder people and their voices are often de loud@ttourse, dey are not all here by any means.

Many of dem were as big hypocrites as de masten. me wer e of de fearful
sort; and some &re de whoremongers and de liafmd God says all these shall have their part in d
lake of fire and brimstonelf | could only go back and see dem once more, | would take dis harp &
show dem dis robe, and t ake Oievenmeothoaigh day wauld nob
believe Moses and de prophets.”

"Well, Rastus, the visit has been very interesting to me."

"And to me also," said Rastus, "but my company is scattering and | must also go, and will see you
soon, | trust." So saying heidayjoodbye and disappeared among the chariots, and thousands who v
| eaving the martyrso reuni on.

| now said to mother: "It does seem a most blessed thing that there are no feelings of prejudic
toward anyone whom God sees fit to enter the gates."

"Oh," she said, "we are here from every nation under heaven, all races, kindreds, tongues and pec
here; and all are in the likeness of their LoWilhile all retain a peculiar likeness to their former life."

"But see, Davi d o safewwmament®we weres seated with hig ant flyinghwith gre:
speed toward the city gatd®e passed i n at the gate of Mana
great polytechnic.Mother and Mary stepped out and | bade them ¢gnafor the presentaging, "l
hope to see you again soon," for David had said, "l will take you on a flying trip through some of
leading avenues toward the throne, for | see your heart is in that direction and | have a commissior
your servant for a time."

On we wentthrough streets and avenues, flying at unmeasured spéedlight of the throne began to
be luminous in the distance, even the trees lining the thoroughfares, somewhat like the trees for st
earthly cities, seemed hanging with diamonds and rulfiggisiening brightness and the mansions
seemed literally studded with the same.

We now came to a broad avenue leading toward the thildm@eusands of glorified saints, some walking
engaged in holy conversation, others in the chariots, with the joyeshafr heaven upon them, were
going toward and from the throne.

| now turned to David and said: "While | am anxious to go on to the throne, | am very eager to Se
dear bosom companion of my life, who | am told is detained in a distant place in paratdde" said

David, "why did you not tell me while we were in paradis&® could have gone so quickly; but now |
will turn the chariot, and go at once, for | know her well and she will be greatly pleased, and | m
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will be greatly pleased in assisfj you for this great pleasure trifo turning his chariot, he said, "Have
you any choice of routes?"

"Not any, for I know nothing of the way, on
Mary. | am so ignorant of the ways, so choosenfier."

"Most gladly indeed," said DavidSo with the speed of sound we were flying toward the great cathed
and soon halted beside the gate."

Seneca now said: "You have written enough for this nigrdnscribe all carefully and |
will see you again agsual,” and so bade me good night.

CHAPTER TWENTY -TWO
Eleventh Visit
Another Visit into Paradise with Mother and Daughter
Meets the Wife of His Youth

(I freely confess that by this time | was so carried away by the wonderful revelations of
Seneca Sodihat | could scarcely think of anything else, day or night, and after he would
leave me of nights | would dream | was in heaven and walking the same streets where
gone in vision and on waking felt disappointment that | was not there.)

But it was nowiime for his return.My manuscript and everything was readeally, | was
eager for his coming, for | was anxious indeed for another trip into paradise and further
see how saints in heaven assist each otAarap was heard on the door and Senecae&am
in.

"Good evening," he said, and came and gripped my hand with that peculiar touch that c
the hand of a spiritual body can impart.

| welcomed him to a seat, but he said: "Where is your manuscript?" He hastily looked it
over, with a smile and nod of mmval "only," he said, "l fear we have not put the soul and
spirit of my concern into the message as we should have dbwesager concern | have
that it may stamp itself upon all who read, that they may feel the importance of a due at
rightful prepardion for the life to come, for men do not know what they are doing when
they trifle with the vast concerns of an eternal scene, but when you, dear son, have dor
your best, God will bless your effort and mine, for it has been sent."

After | again assuredim | would do all | could to faithfully declare his message, he took
his seat near me and began as follows:

We c¢cl osed our | ast meeting while in Davidos

and were planning a tour to a distant pamparadise.l was eager to see my bosom companion wh
was busily engaged with a thousand more, as | had been told, assisting a great number of souls w
recently come into the heavenly realm from certain heathen countries where the missionarenhat
busily preaching the Lord JesuSo, as we were waiting in the chariot, | saw my mother and Ma
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passing near, and beckoned themtoWh en | t ol d them of my great
they at once accepted our invitation to go alofitf ws and were soon seated by our side.

Mother at once said: "I know well where they are, at one of the remote stations far beyond the g
Benjamin." So David turned the chariot to the right, saying, "l will go down Nisetpnd Avenue and
out at thegate of Benjamin."

No sweeter raptures filled my soul since leaving the Judean gate faisbentrance into the city, and
where we had been welcomed by the Lord of the kingddhe thoughts of the family reunion were so
precious. Mother and daughtdsy my side. David the sweet singer of Israel, our servadé who had
led the hosts of the servants of the Most High and fought His battles, now our servant and so st
meet the dear wife of my youth who has for many years been so prominent intdrasé realms in
service for her Lord.Oh, blessed morning it was to m&ly whole soul was in raptures of delight with
the sweet thought.

David now said: "Are you ready?" and the chariot mowad We were now passing through a new
section of the city tone. Mother and Mary seemed to be much at home and acquainted with the rout

Mary now spoke and said: "Father, | am so glad you can so soon see dear mother, she has been
of late, she has not had time to visit with me, as we often do, but weoeill meet, and | can introduce
you. | wonder if she will know you amidst all the busy throng."

"Know me! Oh, yes. How could she help knowing me? have changed but little since we
parted. Indeed, dear child, | am very eager to see her myself, eves tman you can know, for you
have had no separations from any loved omdsither have you known the sorrows and tears which w
have known so longAll these you escaped, as well as the dark sins of the wiobdd.not think now we
ought to have grieveslo much and so long as we did when you left us, for you were eternally safe f
that moment."

"Oh, indeed, | am safe and very happy in my experiedenow nothing of the sorrow and tears of
which you speak.Others have often told me of their sad mksts and shburdened hearts: but how
thankful they all are, for our blessed Redeemafithout Him | would have been lost myself and would
never have seen nor entered this celestial world."

David began to slacken the speed of the chariot, and, callingy my name, said: "l want you to notice
what we are now passing."

On both sides of the great avenue there were multitudes of peculiar, yet most beautifully constr
mansions.

"These," said David, "are built according to the tastes and fancies of ticepants, as indeed all the
0 many ma n sYouchave oticadrthe great variety of scenery and buildings throughout the c
no doubt. Everyone can choose his own; and change to another at his owGadIHimself delights in
variety and has mad® two blades of grass alike, neither two grains of sand, nor two human Batils.
communities in the world with similar choicés education and fancies, naturally group together her
S0 you see in these peculiar mansiovisu will notice how happy andontented everyone seems to be
in this great colony."
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Mother now spoke and said to David: "I have been here for many years and yet | have never seen
dissatisfied or restless or homesidkseems our great Father has anticipated all the wishedemirgs
of all His people and has so planned and arranged this eternal kingdom that everyone has his
fully met in all things."

"The city," said David, "with all its variety of architecture and constructions, its fruits and rivers :
fountains, isadapted to all the nations of the earth; and from all the nations, kindreds, people and tol
these countless numbers are gatherdtlltitudes from heathen nations are here, their childre
especially, in large numbers are here, for they do not awivket age of accountability so early as in
Christian lands.These are all saved by virtue of the atonement, until they sin against eternal ligh
thousands are gathered here well grown in years and it is these that are being taught, by these
servants, in the preparatory regions of paradise, to which point we are now going."

"Oh, David," | said, "will you speed your chariot, for | am eager to meet her who was the bo
companion of my life on earth?"

With this the chariot flew as with the speefisound. The avenue was a perfect pleasure ground
delight. Trees loaded with their ripening fruitBeautiful mansions of all descriptiondhousands of
happy souls, going and comindllany reclining on the cushioned upholstery of heavBnt with the
speed we were now going thousands of mansions were passed without distinguishing one from anc
"l see the gateway in the distance," said Mary.

"Are we so near the great wall and the entrance into paradise?" | said.

| looked up to scan the great Wwalgain, with its magnificent splendors, as David was slowing h
chariot. The gate stood open as indeed they all As.we passed out at the gate of Benjamin with it
great glistening pearl and shining hinges of gold, we had only time to cast one lipakeard to say
goodbye to the city, until we seemed to be many leagues beyond, along one of the great highw:s
paradise.

Mary leaned her head upon my shoulder and said; "Father, how do you like the music and hum
chariot wheels?Ordinarily they are almost noiseless."

"Oh, | am bewildered at the immensity and grandeur of heavViarther, how soon do you think we will
reach our station?"

"Oh, quite soon, | think | see the domes and steeples of the mission now."
"Yes," said Mary, "they are quitdgin to me."

"Oh, glory!" | said. "Look at the mountains, hills, and valleys we are passiig,. my soul is perfectly
full of rapture. Oh, for a thousand tongLies"”

"Use the one you have," said Mary.
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"Hallelujah to God!" | shouted, when David quicklyotohis harp and we all sang again the victories c
the Lamb.

The chariot now stood still outside a great archway leading to one of the preparatory departme
paradise.We all stepped out when to my surprise more than a hundred most beautiful sgtints, rll
with the glory and light of heaven upon thedmtroduction? | needed nore especially to on@ the
fairest among the hundred, and altogether lov&lge sprang from among the rest and shouted; "Glo
to God in the highest!" She fell on my neloldt could not weep, neither could I, for none can weep |
heaven; but the cup of our joy was full.

"I knew you were coming," said Genevive, "but did not know David would bring @h. how glad |
amyou are now athomeAnd t hen her ed sr"she sail,eas sheactaspeddhem Ilgoth i
her arms.

"Dear Genevive, | have been anxious to see you ever since coming into paradise, but could not rea
earlier. Our dreams of the future while on earth are now realized; our prayers answerad.at ast!"

"Oh," said Genevive, "l have much to ask you, so we will walk to yonder group of buildings."
David said, "my time is at your disposdlake your leisure, for so | have command."”

As we walked slowly along | was introduced to many of those who mat the gateway! found they
were from various parts of the world; but all were engaged in a blessed service for ouElergone
seemed perfectly joyful and happy.

"Now "said Seneca, "You must rest for a few minutes, and while you rest will younshare
the fruit of my basket?"gut out my hand to take what seemed a beautiful orange, but |
could not grasp it.| seemed mortified to think he was eating and | could not.

"Why is it?" | said.

"This fruit," said he, " endelliyyduabemutMou will) 6
not forget that the heavenly world is a spiritual kingdom, and all things have a spiritual
trend, and truly you can only eat of this fruit after you have crossed the boundary of yot
earthly habitation."

CHAPTER TWENTY -THREE
Eleventh Visitd Continued
Senecads Further Visit wi th H

"You may now write again," said Seneca.

We were now within a most beautiful buildidg a large drawing room or parlor, beautifully decoratec
with various kinds of ornaemts unlike what | was used to seeing within the gates of tl
city. Everything was tinged with silver drapings, lovely indeed: and the upholstery of chairs, sc
etc. was of magnificent designs of heavenly patterns.
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From this room we were brought intbe large spacious dining hail which was fairly ablaze witl
burnished silver hangings and all manner of sitligged table wareThink of a table three thousand
cubits long, at which ten thousand guests can sit down at one time and you have somihisleaofg
hall.

Genevive now came and said: "We will go to yonder side table where we can sit down together
Genevive, Mary, mother and myself were seated alone, while David and all who met us at the gate
gone on to the farther end of the grieal.

Genevive now ordered our luncheon which consisted of beautiful cakes of the finest of the whe
paradise, with all manner of fruit with which paradise abounds everywHgmeadfruit grows in
abundance and is one of the twelve kinds on eachW#en our thanksgiving was over, Genevive, whc
sat by my side, said to me: "I have been anxious for this time to come when we should all be toc
again and the sorrows of earth be pa#w tell me about the rest of the children.”

"Yes," said Mary, "t# us all about them.l am so anxious to know about my brothers and sisters
whom mother says there are six."

"l am glad to tell you they are all alive and getting on well in the world and in homes of theiTtew.
are not all good Christians and ykey have all known the way of life and we trust they will yet all b
counted among the saved."

"Oh, yes," said Genevive, "l have so often prayed for them and yonder angel which you see with I
and the rest has often told me about them, for he ofs#ts e sections of earth where they live."

"How often | have wondered with anxiety, if the saints in heaven know about the affairs and doin
those they have left behind, and your words, Genevive, thoroughly convince me that they do."

"True, indeed,'said Genevive, "we have frequent messages from the earth."

"Oh, Genevive, there is no comparison between the humble fare of our earthly table and what we
here. How refreshed | feel, and then those wonderful fountains in the distance, gushing up
burni shed silver fixtures, and hundreds gat
heaven, indeedHow precious that promise: "He shall lead them to living fountains of water!"

"This is its fulfilment,” said Genevive, "and when you gke ten thousand at these tables with th
bounties of heaven before them then youodoll S
them," for truly all this blessed provision and infinitely more than what we can see here, is the gra
result of His thoughtful care of His people, for He hath prepared for them a city."”

"Now," said Mary to Genevive, "l wish you would take us through the great amphitheater.”

We all arose and followed as Genevive led the wayloorway opened from the greahihg hall into a
stupendous apartment, furnished with seats somewhat like the ancient amphitheater o
world. Thousands were seated in various places of this great buil@iger furnishings were
everywhere sparkling with the glory of paradisehis great hail | found to be one of the places wher
are gathered the heathen who have been saved by Christ and are yet uninstructed in the ways
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kingdom or in spiritual matters in reference to salvati®me of the chief stations of paradise operiisig
doors to heathen countries is just near this place.”

Genevive now said: "l always took a great interest in mission work in the world, in Sunday school
childrends <cl asses, and tGf ey osva oheice t spand tmach &nre
nstructing the precious souls who c¢come (tAlbthet h
heathen infants are saved as well as those in civilized and Christian THmeis.accountability is not
reached in as early years as they are

in more alightened nations, hence a larger number die in childhood and youth, who have never ki
the law of God to bring them under condemnation; and being under the free gift with eternal life,
are gathered here in very great ignorang¢hile heathen natns are responsible to God, yet their
responsibility is not so great as those of Christian lands."

"But, mother," said Mary, "how is it that so many of the heathen children are saved and gatherec
when so many of their parents are lost?"

"Their parents' said Genevive, "have reached an age of accountability through the measure of light
have. They have likewise sinned and fallen under condemnation and following their superstitions |
died in their sins, while their children have not reached theepof enlightenment to bring them under
such responsibility."

At this | spoke and SBathedransgreIsioreof de rban pidgmentachmee upe
all men to condemnationEven so, by the righteousness of one man the free gift canmeallipoen to
justification of life. ®omans5:18 So i n mandés beginning he is
again, o0l was alive nwitthheo ucto nnmaen d naem to nccaeeme bsu
"Indeed," said Genevive! Al | are alive and remain so unt

sufficient to bring them under responsibility, when by transgression spiritual death foBws. see
you are eager to know about this great place for the gathering of the hosts of those saved by Chris
heathen landsDo you notice what a large proportion are young people and childfee8e have had
but little instruction in the ways of the true Gatls worship and spiritual nature; many of them none &
all. Their teaching of idolatry clings to them and they must be trained in the ways and truths o
eternal kingdom.

"Each of these has a history of its owhhey wonder with great astonishment@asvho and where they
are, when the angels have brought them within the gates of pardtiseshining glory of this world is
so great, many of them are completely overcome, like one on earth just awakened from a sleeg
with an enchanting dream,eth are speechless with wondéuittle children of different ages are here
and yet many of these know as much as children of Christian larids.great amphitheater is often
filled until every seat is taken and here they are taught everything pertarmmgearlier experience in
this world of light Many of them were objects of scorn
love. They greatly admire and wonder at the kindness shown them Tboeisands and millions of
them have gone throughout ttegions of paradise and into the city and their voices are ringing out w
the melody of heaven."

"Genevive," | said, "why is this place arranged for the heathen more than for any others?"
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"It is not for heathen children alone," she repli€édhere are rany here from Christian lands; but God
has made wise provisions for all His peopkhe teaching here is adapted to a class who hardly knc
the rudiments of anything in modern or civilized life, and who know nothing of the doctrines
salvation. Many of those boys and girls and even men and women whom you see are being tauc
those classes yonder, are only as those in the chart class, in the schools of th@heogkat effort is
to instruct them and develop their spiritual and intellectual fi@sultt is most interesting to note how
rapidly they develop from mere babes into-fididged saints in heaven.

"They all quickly learn to praise God and everyone has a harp similar to yourTdvengreat praise
services which are held here very fregiieiare soulrefreshing seasons, | assure yarhen twenty
thousand to thirty thousand all join in the new songs so recently learned, and quoting passage
heavenly teaching concerning the eternal truths of God, much as we did on earth in our Maese se
these arches and domes echo andcte the melody until you would think the vibrations would b
heard in the city itself."

"Well, Genevive, | cannot tell you how much | have enjoyed this meeting and visit withMpwhole
soul is filled with tke highest sense of adoring praise to our Lord, for such love tokens for
people. Surely, all these great things for the children He had in mind before the foundation of the w
was laid."

"Indeed," said Genevive, "or even before this paradise wasgdor fitted up."

"Well, dear Genevive, are you engaged here so constantly that you cannot go to other places wh
would like to do so?"

"Oh, no," she replied, "I have the most unbounded freedom, even as that of the angels or the
themselves,a go as | will, and | will be exceedingly glad to accompany you to any places you wisl

go."

"Oh, Genevive, nothing could give me more pleasure than to have you go wltivas just planning a
visit to the throne itself when | felt | must see ywat and David generously offered his services and oL
party was quickly made up, as you see."

"If you would like," said Genevie, "I will go with you to the throne and we can return at our leisure
this or other parts of paradise." So she called motheMang to us and made the proposition which wa:
quickly accepted.She dispatched one standing nearby to bring David and the hundred, and in a
moments they were with us.

| said to David: "We have decided to return at once to the city and to go on tbedndone."
"l am at your pleasure until this trip is ended."

Genevive quickly arranged for others to fill her place in the great preparatory classes, saying we
now join with the rest in a chorus of thanksgiving, ere we leave the amphith@aerader of the
services was quickly arrange®avid led in the chorusWe had tuned our harps and joined with them
and falling on our faces, with adoring praises, we fairly shouted the salvation oM@&»dow arose and
with deep emotions said gotye tothe great hosts we were leaving behiMile walked toward the
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gateway where stood the charidifter saying once again godiye to those beautiful spirits of light,
with the pure love tokens of which heaven abounds, we were seated in the chariot.

"Now," said Seneca, as he turned to me, "you may rest for the righthfully transcribe
and make the message plain." He turned his back and with a pleasannigbbad
disappeared from my room.

CHAPTER TWENTY -FOUR
Twelfth Visit
The Return to the Cit§ Going on to the Throne

At the appointed hour Seneca came lit He seemed to hasten to his usual place for his s
left him sitting in the chariot at our last meeting.

"My son, have you everything ready for the message?"

"l have," | replied, and he proceededfaiows:

David now said: "Have you a choice of route&?housand leagues are between us and the city gates.

Genevive quickly spoke and said: "Let us go by way of the gorge route including the cliffs, ft
remember, Mr. Sodi was very fond of naturakrsery and especially that of a mountainous an
stupendous character."

"l am sure, father, you will have your desire fully met," said Maitydo not know what the world was
like or its mountains and rivers, but | have gone this route a few times witleinasttl grandmother, as
well as others, arid | know you will be pleased."

"Indeed, | am sure | wilLAnd Genevive, dear, | am glad you remember my natural inclinations a
have made this choice for my proclivities linger with me yet."

Davi dos c oaremble as a thiagyohlife agailwe turned to the many standing at the gatewa
and said goodbye, until we meet you again.

| found that Genevive had a host of friends, for thousands had gathered to see her off, and to
parting hymn; the chorusstill remember:

"We only say goo¢bye in heaven,

Assured to meet again.

Godds blessing guide you all the way
By mountain, vale, or glen.”

As the chariot moved away, they soon faded from our sight in the distance bBegudtiful fields with
teeming larvests were spread out in a great valley before us.
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Mother spoke, and said: "Not a drop of human sweat was needed to produce these fields of ¢
harvests.There isnocurse heeeno weeds nor briars, but our
for us. Yet notwithstanding everything grows in heaven without human toil and sweat, yet men
employed to gather in these great harvests and the labor is but a kind of picnic for joy."

“"Oh, how much," | replied, " i gfulfloweaspiperdtess vapietiesr
were | ining t hé&Thaeflagnande amdahe fiejdsaandflomeeng is so exhilarating, my so
Is filled with raptures of delight,” | criedO h , why do men in the wor!

revelationof this great pleasure ground of eternal delight?

Many Christian people there are who try to believe that heaven is only a state of rest and quietude
forever, and do not think of it as a place of such magnificent gi8uch rob them selves of they of
expectati on; and hope is not the anchor it
revelations.

We now came in sight of beautiful buildings in the distanSe.| said to Genevive: "What are those
buildings we see yonder?"

"Justa village of paradise,” she said, "many of the inhabitants have mansions also in the city, but
spend much of their lime here, as these pleasure grounds are greatly appreciated.”

David slackened the speed of the chariot as we passed through its. $esutiful fountains were
beside the driveway and so were the trees with their ripening fruit.

David halted beside a gushing fountain, we all sprang from the chariot and with silver goblets
refreshed with the water of lifeAfter selecting suchrfiit as we needed we were again in the chario
which moved on with slackened speed, for the scenery was too grand to be hastily passed by.

Soon the hills and mountains far in the distance before us came in Aidovely river winding about
the foothillswas also plain to be see@n we passedDeep gorges between the hills and spurs of th
mountains lent their enchantment to the scehiee roadway was now winding among this gorgeou
mountain sceneryThe chariot was climbing the mountain sides, stogsass over the high mountain
valleys.

David now turned to me and said: "My son, | am delighted to have this opportunity of driving thro
this stupendous mountain route, nor do | ever tire of it, It reminds me when | used to hide in the
and amongdhe rocks and mountains when fleeing from Saul, my perseciitmse were times never to
be forgotten.l have often looked but in vain hoping | might see Saul coming in a chariot along som
the great mountain roads of paradise, but | have neverimetdr have | heard any word concerning his
presence within the gates of paradise or the city itself."

"Poor Saul ," I sai d, "he rejected Goddés wor
paid."

| now looked up to the vast overhanging cragevabus and again downward to the deep gorges
thousands of feet belowAt different places along this roadway were beautiful pleasure grounds
when or wherever any desired, they could alight from the chariot and enjoy strolls among bea
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shrubberyand all manner of trees bearing fruit one of these David brought the chariot to a standstil
and we all gathered beneath the wide spreading branches of one of the trees of life and began to g
its fruit. | felt so full of thanksgiving to Gothat | fairly shouted: "What hath God wrough®@h, David,
tell me, how vast is this great paradise?"

"Oh," said David, "there is plenty of room in heaven for all the millions that ever have been or ever
be born. These pleasure grounds are almasiitless. | do not know the utmost bounds of heaven
possibly Enoch, Abraham or Moses can t€lne thing | can tell, there is no sin, no sorrow, nor deal
here. There is no eviiminded person in all this vast domaihlothing that worketh abomination or
maketh a lie ever enters within the gates of the city or even paradise itself."

At this David went to the chariot and bringing his harp said: "We must now join in a song
thanksgiving." We quickly took our harps from our girdles and tuned them witldGiaeie began with
the word of the thirtythird Psalm, thinking | knew it besThen we all sang:

"Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright.

Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto Him with the psaltery and an instrumiamt stirings.
Sing unto Him a new song; play skillfully with a loud noisear the word of the Lord is
right, and all His works are done in truth.

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all the host of them by the breath
His mouth."

When wehad finished this song of thanksgiving, David said:

"No doubt, you will meet Nehemiah, one of the dear saints of heaven, who wrote while on earth, as
remember, under divine inspiration, and saichdu even thou art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven,
theheaven of heavens, with all their hosts; the earth and all things that are therein, the sea and all t
therein, and thou preservest t He0Nehemadahl9p and t

He continued: "Angels from this heavenly world visit the earth in great numbers and sometimes ¢
have the privilege as well, but of this | will speak to you at another time."

"Oh, how blessed to know," | replied, "tHdielong to Him: that | was converted, became as a little chil
believed in Jesus, humbled myself, was born again, received eternal life, and now have this
exaltation! Oh, hallelujah to God!" | cried.

Genevive said: "Shall we not now go on, foerd are many things yet on the way to the city?"

We were soon seated in the chariot and David touched the magic button and the chariot moved
rolling on in the mighty ascent toward the mountain summit.in the distance could be seen peak afte
peak and mountain after mountain; everything glittering with the glory of God upd@tiit.we moved
on and mounted higher and higher, spanning immense gorges on causeways built by the Lord
Kingdom Himself.

To one unaccustomed, it seemed both aydswrd dangerous route, | said to Genevive, "Are we entire
safe with such prodigious heights, and such speed as we are making?"
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"Safe! Dangerous route!" she said, "there are no dangers in heatenidents there are
none. Mistakes are few as we soaatn the deeper wisdom of God."

We passed many chariot loads going in the direction from whence we had just Abreere so
cheerful and happyWe always gave and received a pleasant salute as the chariots passed eact
with slackened speed\early always the newcomers like myself would shout out with a wave of tl
hand: "Home at last, home at last!"

We met one chariot upon the summit of this great range, guided by Elijah, filled with men and wc
with a half dozen children besides new arrivalenfrthe world, but a happier group | hardly evel
saw. David threw out a signal and both chariots stood still side by 3de.greeted each other with
handshakes and kisses of true loWde children were so full of glee and joyous wonder, Like mysel
this was theifirst trip over this wonderful gorge muté&hey asked us many questions and seemed ea
togoonnNo t hought of fear, but with perfect cor
seemed entirely satisfiedAfter passing the a basket of fruit which we had gathered, they thanked |
and their chariot moved on.

David said: "Now we must hasten on for there are interesting things just before us." So on we
mounting still higher.We soon came to a most lovely park on thegala high upon the mountain
summit. Into this park David guided his chariotWe sat a moment spellbound at the lovely
scenery.Groves of heavenly fruibearing trees, flowering shrubbery of many kinds, roadways windir
in all directions, withagreatmuber of chariots much |1 ke Davi
slowly moving about filled with joyous sou men, women and childred all happy and enjoying
this heavenly pleasure ground to the fulBure enough," | said, "what hath God wroudbr His
people!"

David now brought his chariot to a haNany of the great host turned toward us, recognizing David, tl
king. In a few moments a great company had gathered near, saluting David aBdt Usho are the
strangers," they wondere®e were soon introduced and greeted afreBavid now said: "Take your
leisure, go where you wish."

We took a long stroll, meeting hundreds who like myself were here fdirshéme. The great pleasure
park was fifteen or twenty furlongs on each siédumerous fountains were located at different place
and were the sources of innumerable rivers and streams in paradise, and a part of the great syster
flows from the city and from the throne itself on the banks of which, both in the Holy City &
throughout all paradise, grow the trees of life with their twelve manner of #uigble in the center was
literally covered with this delightful fruit of paradise of which we all ate freely, while enjoying this mc
interesting visit.

"Well, my son," saidnother, "are you repaid for your efforts and selé ni a | I n the L
world?"

"Oh, mother, why do you ask me that questidrédn a thousand times repaid alreadyst what | see

and enjoy now here in this park is ample reward for allttrei | of an e 8utwhoars
those two men coming toward us?" Mother said: "l do not recognize them."

73



Genevive said: "They are strangers, perhaps recently come into paradise." By this time they wer
us. They had locked arms and werelkiiag together in a joyous conversatioifhey attracted my
attention, for | seemed to recognize them bdtHello, good morning,” and in a moment we were
clasping each other in our arms and with high praises to God we were shouting, "Glory to God i
highest!" But who were they®nly two of my friends whom | had learned to know and to love mar
years ago, one MFuggele of Stavanger, Norway, and the other dear soul was my frieriRbNsome,
of London, England.

"Oh, brethren," | shouted, "I see yoteaere, but | had not heard that you had left the wao@d,
Brother Fuggele, the last time we met on earth, we wept together in the railroad station in your r
town, and Brother Edwin Ransome, you were a father to me when | was in your great oitg .

Well, brethren, | am truly glad to meet you hetenave only been here a short time and have not y
been to the throne; but oh, | am overwhelmed with the greatness and glory of this celestial world."

Edwin Ransome now said: "We have been heregliite a while, but never have been to this gre:
pleasure ground before.

l sn6t it grand?" he said.

"This beats the mountains of Norway," said Brother Fugg#lethought they were grand enough,
although snow covered and frozen with the ice like thgidrzone, in migsummer, but here the
prodigious heights of these delectable mountains know nothing but the spring mornings of heaven.

Surely, no cold blasts ever sweep over these mountain tops."

"No," | shouted, "for just see these trees of giant grolwémging with their golden fruits, like the
luxuriant clusters of the tropical lands of the eaftlo. winter ever comes here, | am sure."

At this there came a group of happy men, precious souls, passing néaaigs."Who are they?" and
they were quicly invited to tarry a moment for an introductioMy friends, Edwin Ransome and Peter
Fuggele, knew them well, and said:

"They are a group of ministers who were noted and-kvesivn in the world, greatly beloved on earth
and so they are in heaven."

| was soon introduced to Christmas Evans and Rowland Hill of EnglandGihrie alsoRobert
Flockhart and John Wesley stood side by siDe. Adam Clark and George Fox were also introducec
then there came Peter Cartwright and Lorenzo Dow, with many others.

"Oh," | cried and said, "l have heard and read of all you good 1Géad indeed, very glad | am to meet
you all here.Thi s must be the Opreachersd picnic pi
who also came and were introduced, A number ofsseare brought and placed beneath the broa
spreading branches of the tree and we all sat down, when we saw David coming toward us carryi
harp. When he had come near, all these brethren arose and greeted him with a most he:
welcome. David male a most courteous bow and with a pleasant smile was seated wilthers.

standing and taking in the situation, he quickly introduced his chariot group again when they aros
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gave us another welcomét this | arose and said: "Dear brethren, my ssw@o overcome with the joy
and gladness of heaven, | cannot Longer restrain my feelings."

Dondét try | onger," said Rowl aMaknklt dnd sucha praise
service | hardly ever witnessed, especially of such inteesknfis and raptures of joyGeorge Fox
seemed to praise God louder and sweeter than most anyoné\elast we arose and David started a
hymn, playing upon his harpVe all joined and sang with himAfter much conversation we decided
that all wouldgo together to the farther side of the pakkavid led the way and we all followedNe
soon found that many of these blessed men had not visited this place nor passed over this route fol
time so it seemed as new to them as toAgain | said toGenevive: "I am glad you chose this route for
our return trip to the city.Oh, such glorious things as are in store for us!" We soon came to the o
limits of the park where we found ourselves on the very summit of a great mountain rang
paradise.As we stood and looked off in the far distance over the foothills and down through imme
valleys and plains, we seemed lost in wondarthe beautiful clear atmosphere of heaven we could s
great distances over and into the valleys many leagues baloWwhe roadways winding down the
mountain side with such a variety of trees on their borders rendered the scene before us witl
parallel in all creationAs | stood looking over this wonder, | said to David with the words of the Que
of Sheba: "Thdalf has never been told mel'Kings 10:7 and again, "Eye hath

not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, the things which Gogduaith pr
for them that love him."I(Corinthians 2:9 As we looked far down into the valley as well as along th
mountain slopes we could see an innumerable nunfo@ansions and temporary residences of thos
who preferred to spend much of their time in those regibns.t hought again of ¢
prepare a place for you, that where | am, there ye may be also, and oh, what provision H
made! (John 14:2

Genevive now came and said: "M8odi, is your curiosity satisfied?"

"Satisfied! Is any soul not satisfied herdhave climbed to the top of many of the high@®untains of
the earth, but they were only mole hills compared to these wonders of paradise, and then just think
are here forever.Ours to enjoy always!No sickness! No old age! No death, sorrow nor
crying! Redeemed and saved forevedh, Gaevive, | am so glad we are her€h what glorious
heights of elevation to which we are raise@hly a little while ago we were in the world subject to
sickness, sorrow and deatNow all this is passedNo more death!But in heaven, equal to the atge
and with the saved of all ages!"

David now came and said: "We have need to be on our jolismay so, bidding our holy brethren geod
bye, we returned to the charioAfter gathering our needed supply of fruit and drinking again from t
gushingfourdi n we were quickly seated in Davidods
great King. We sung a hymn of praise for these great wond&sssoon as we had begun to sing many
hundreds gathered quickly when they saw David standing ichidweot with his harp and joined with us
in loud hallelujahs to God.

Just at this moment came two lovely women, inviting us to tarry a little and dine with them at their 1
nearby. They knew David well and asked concerning us; we quickly introducestloas, when Mary
recognized them both and sprang from the chariot and embraced them in her arms, saying:
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"Oh, Emma dear, and Susie, how glad | am to see you!" These, | found had been her companions
infancy in heaven:'Oh," she says, "father, the were my chums in our girlhood experiences." Of cours
we went with them for they knew David also.

They, like ourselves, were just picnicking for a brief time on this mountain suritiimety had gathered
many kinds of fruit and a beautiful table was leddwith all that any soul could wishSurely we
enjoyed this feast as souls only can who have passed the boundaries of earthly lives into the new
and fellowships of the life eternalVe thanked them for the pleasant entertainment and bidding th
goodbye were soon in the chariot again.

CHAPTER TWENTY -FIVE
Twelfth Visitd Continued

So the chariot moved on leaving the mountain scenery behind us, Our route now was through a brc
beautiful valley. We could see such great distances before tiseirtlear light of paradiseThe great
orchards, orange and lemon groves of the world were but miniature garden spots to what now o
before us.

As we made our descent from the heights behind us there was spread out as far as the eye could 1
either side immense groves of frbieéaring trees of all kinds and descriptions, interspersed with m
lovely flowers such as | had never seen before.

"Oh, where are we?" | cried, "I am bewildered with this magnificent glory and wonderful provisior
our God." | fell on my face.Genevive and Mary both joined me and blessed aloud the God of «
being. "Oh, God, thou Maker of all!Oh, Lord Jesus, thou Redeemer and Saviour, with hig
thanksgiving we pour out our souls to Thdgternal praise shall be Thifarever."

When we arose, my mother said: "From these regions vast supplies are taken into theokifysaid
she, "at those trainloads yonder."

"Wonderful," | said, as | saw hundreds busily loading them with the choicest fruit and spiri
vegetable®f all kinds.

A hundred leagues of these groves were paskedw many thousands of happy spirits gathering fru
from these orchards of beauty and trainloads were frequently leaving enroute for the city.

Genevive now said: "Do you see the light of ¢itg yonder?"
"Oh, indeed," | shouted:I think it must be the sunrise of a June morning in heaven."

"How well you have judged," said DavidThe Son of God, the Lamb Himself, is the light therehine
morning always! There is no winter here." In avlemoments the wall of the city came into view, anc
the gate of Simeon loomed up before us.
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"Oh, David, slacken thy speed, give us more time to see and consider the greatness of this might
and to read again the names of the foundations on whiandstere we pass in at the gate of Simeon.’

The angel of the gate threw up his hands with a lovely welcors@&d to Genevive: "Why do the angels
guard the gateways bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel?"

"Oh," said she, "had it not been ftite twelve tribes of ancient Israel paving this way before us ai
giving us the alphabet, spelling the eternal mysteries of God, such an abundant entrance into the
would never have knowrBut like Israel when plodding their way to their anciergitad and the annual

feasts we would have had no better equipments than they, and with the increasing numbers gathe
these gates they would be blocked and jammed to our utter confi&iotihe angel is stationed just to
guide the hosts, to preserperfect order, and to welcome all who are prepared for the blessedness o
city and the mansiondgnorance is no bar to entrance at the gates but an unlikeness to the blesset
of Jesus is; so the angel 6s presence and jud

"So," saidGenevive, "ancient Israel opened the way: went before all of us GerEtas.had prepared
for them a city and they looked forward with longing eyes toward their inheritance.”

"Oh, indeed, Genevive dear, | remember a precious word of the Bible whichedgoukbve so much
while on earth.Speaking of Abraham, it says=dr he looked for a city which hath foundations whos
builder and maker is Gdd(Hebrews 11:1p

"How true," said Genevive, "these ancient saints died in faith, full of the promises of God, which
saw afar off. And they were persuaded of them and embraced them and so confessed they
strangers and pilgrims in the earth, desiring a better codh&tywas this heavenly on&o God was not
ashamed to be called their God because He had built for them thisidiiprefvs 11:136)

"Oh, how true!" | said."And none but the true and eternal God could have build such a city as this
them and us."

Davidodos chariot had been standing stil] for
listening. He now turned to us and said: "I have been delgghtath the course of your
conversation.For hundreds of years before the Gentile period came in, thousands of the Jews cro
at these gates.

We were most all Jews then; but now the Gentiles are far outstripping us: but then the Gentiles a
brethrenf or t hey are Abrahamds s e eButweimusenow @asslalong.'h
The chariot moved slowly under the archway of the great gdte.angel waved us godnye as we left
the wondrous gate and wall behind.

Mother now spokeandshi t o Davi d: "Kindly guide the cha
| said to her: "Are you eager to see the little ones again?"

"I am always delighted to be with them, but | want to assure you | have greatly enjoyed this entire
We all said the saméut no one had enjoyed it like myself: everything was so new, so wonderful, ne
to be forgotten.
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"Now, David, the avenue seems broad here, hasten with what speed you wish." He reached out hi
and pressed the button again, when the chariot seemtdy with the wings of the light.In a few
moments we were slowing up beside the gateway of the PolytedMai@ll alighted and thanked David
for his kindly services, who turned and said: "I am always glad to do you such a favor."

David now moved histariot to the further side of the street and was gathering some fruit, while
were busy talking over the wonderful journey we had just completed."

Seneca Sodi now said: oI | eave you, my
| threw myself back in my chair with my sy#osed and reverently thanked my God for
such revelations of the unseen world.

"Oh, how real is the future life," | saidl devoutly wish | was there nowNo trouble, no
sorrow, no deathOh, heaven, not far away, may thy gates be opened for meyanthe
angel 6s chari ot H htsus reused and prawed uritild wes fast asleap.t

CHAPTER TWENTY -SIX
Twelfth Visitd Continued
On to the Throné& Jonah, the Prophet

Seneca Sodi returned and said: "You may write again, "and he proceeddtbas:

Genevive, mother and Mary were standing at the gateWagy.v i d6s chari ot was
side of the avenue, where he was still gathering some fruit and filling a baseat. Bohemond also
coming toward us, and beckoned him tgtba.

"Oh, Bohemond, | have many things to tell yddany blessed things have occurred since we paited.
want to introduce to you my bosom companion, the wife of my youth, whom | have just found r
busily engaged in a distant part of paradise.”

Genewe seemed greatly pleased to know we were such close friends.
Bohemond now said: "When are you going on to the throne?"
"Oh, very soon, | trust."

Genevive spoke and said; "If you like, you can go on at once, and mother, Mary and myself will |
you at thegreat convocation a little later."

So we beckoned David to come to ue quickly consented to be our servant again, and we plannec
be off. As we were exchanging godyes, Genevive said to David; "Go by way of the mansions of tl
prophets and calltahe mansion of Jonah."

"Oh, Genevive," | said, "how kind and thoughtful you are for me," and after pressing my lips to t
with a goodbye kiss, as we used to do in the world, we were soon in the chariot which was hee
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toward the interior of the git Ever since stepping from the chariot at firgt entrance into paradise,

this had been the goal of my constant desir e
are to reign with Him.l have already repeatedly seen our blessed Lordaahked into His holy face,
but oh, Il |long to see His Fatherodds throne an

"All your desires and more," said David, "will soon be granted you, but you have been wise in
hastening to the throne, for even now yava none too well prepared for its exceeding glofgur trip
into paradise will only better prepare you for the scenes just ahead for it is better further on."

Bohemond spoke and said: "I have been very busily engaged since | saw you last, in vasafdhpar
city, but am exceedingly thankful of this opportunity of going along with you."

"Now David, tell us about the mansions of the prophets of which Genevive spoke."

"I will be only too glad to tell you about them\Very many of the prophets and antdienen of Israel,
including the patriarchs had their mansions located near togekhey are so grouped that they have
easy and ready access to each otlikdese they call their own and yet everyone has perfect privilege

go and come as he likedlt is thought no intrusion here to come and stay as long as c
desires.Everything in the city belongs to each of us; we are heirs of it all."

"Oh," | said, "has God prepared all these great things for Ame2hey really mine?"
"As sure as you are in tlogty they are yours," said David.

"I do remember the Scripture,” | replied, "where God said; " are yours and vy
i s G'qCdrinthians 3:22,2B

Bohemond spoke and said, "I am wondering about a mansion for myself and its location."

David replied and said; "Be patient, my son, God will locate you to your own satisfa&ian.
remember, you have unbounded privileges in the entirgdkim of heaven, both in the city and
paradise.Go where you will. Come when you please, and be forever contented."

Like all the avenues and streets of the city this one was most gorgeously decéréteohch of the
river was flowing in the midst of itOn either side were growing the trees of life interspersed with ma
varieties of most beautiful shrubberilo earthly camera ever made a picture even to compare to t
heavenly glory.

Since | eaving t he chil drends ng adng twiehcitdescribableo
speed. Many hundred furlongs had been passed while Bohemond and | had been talking ove
experiences of each since we had parted.

"Now," said David, "we are coming near to the mansions of the ancients," and slackenirggtisiesp

said, "You can recognize the names of many of the occupants no doubt, for all who are acquainte
Jewish history will be familiar with many of the names you see yonder." Sure enough, upon the
and posts of the verandas and other places thheneames of many of the ancient saints of God.
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"Now," said David, "they are always glad to welcome all the new arrivals, as well as their old friends
| said to David: "Genevive spoke of Jonah the prophet, will we pass his mansion?"

"Oh, yes, indeed,"ad David, and in a few minutes the chariot halted near the threshold of a beau
palace.

"Wel I, I see the prophetdés name," said Bohen

"To be sure," said David, "and he is the veritable Jonah of the Blilden also trusting for you, dear
brethrenthat he is now in his residence."

We all sprang from the chariot and David leading the way, we were soon at the thrdsteslelare no
door bells to ring in heavefgr everyoneds always welcomeAs well might a busy bee ask admission
into its own hie as for one saint in heaven to have to ask another to admit him to his mansion, for
Is an eternal brotherhood in heaven, with all things in common, as we know but little of on earth.

We rejoiced exceedingly when David said: "l see Jonah now thitbedmallway yonder."

As we entered his mansion, he came toward us and David saluted him with "Good morning
brother."

"Good morning to you," said Jonah, "I am always glad to have you comeelhme who are these
brethren with you?"

"Recent arrivals.Brother Sodi is a Greek of Jewish descent but later from the Scandinavian people
Bohemond from Northern Russia."

"Glad to welcome you, dear brethren," he said, as he gave us his\Wandere soon all seated in his
spacious mansion, beautiful witd@nments as no earthly home has ever been decorasedlooked
about me | thought of our Lordoés wlwhnd4as2Ob, these a
many mansions, prepared by an almighty hand!" Then | thought again, "If He has made such an e
variety of flowers, sweet scented and lovely shrubbery of all kinds, with so many things to please
enhance our earthly lives, what will He not provideHis saints and His bride in heaven?"

"Well, Jonah,"” | said, "we are glad to meet you indeed, but tell me, are you the prophet Jona
conspicuous in Bible times on earth?"

"l am the Prophet Jonah, son of Amittai, reared up in Gathhelper, a towshlohva@r Galilee in Zebulun,
more than two thousand seven hundred years ago: but that is reckoning like we used to on eart
dear brethren, it has really only been about two andhaifedays since | came into this heavenly
kingdom, reckoning by heavérs count .

"Well, do tell us, Jonah, of your experience with the whdleere has been a lot of skepticism about th
story."
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"The story is all true," said JonahHow | lived in the midst of the great fish | cannot tdllonly know |
did live the threalays within the fish.But he was fully as sick of the job as | was myseélhave been
asked these same questions thousands of tithes.an old story to me, yet ever new and ever tru
because Godds hand was pr éy eontihuedbdsdbddienceowoylduhavie
meant Ninevehdéds destructi on, but my Yestheestorlyia n
true, whatever scoffers may sayracle indeed it wad but it was followed by the greatest revival any
city ever knew. My punishment and repentance was a sign to the Ninevitagy repented God had
mercy and | was angry, oh, sinful Jonah that | was, but He had mercy on me also, and many
Ninevites were saved and are now in heaven."

"Oh, Jonah," | cried, "l wishgu could only go back and repeat your story on earth addamy cavilers
are ridiculing the word of God over your experience."

"Yes," said Jonah, "and they will do it to their own destructibfany great and strange things have
occurred and will yet oer & some of them so strange that men will still doubt and cavil as they alwze
have; nevertheless they are true."

"True indeed," | replied, "we have known children and animals born with two heads on opposite en
one body, a peculiar working of somevlaf God producing what we called monstrositi#ghen other
things strange occur in the physical realm, we say a miracle has occurred, and then men ca\
deny. But we are glad indeed to have met you and heard your story from your ownNlipsave

ad ways believed GQudLord made referenae daosyouteightl lmundred years after yc
time on earth, making you a sign of His own death and resurrection."

"Yes," said Jonah, "and it was all true, and skeptical men who were plentiful in thefdie Lord on
earth, will stand at the last judgment day with the same men of Nineveh, while the Ninevites cn
against them.So will it be with latter days cavilers, who have abundantly more light than even the r
i n our Lordoés ti me. "

David spokeand said: "In my time many great things occurrétle hand of God was daily stretched ou
over me, and many deliverances He gavedmenough to fill a volume.Men in my time on earth
generally accepted these specithdhe affpirsofmendenc es

"Quite true," said Jonah, "for in my time some two hundred years after your death, everybody seen
speak of you as one whom God greatly honored."

"Well, Jonah, we are going on to the throne, and | am very anxious to behatbthef that most
wonderful place in heaven about which we have sung and prayed all our earthly lives, and just th
am so near to it nowDh, hallelujah to my GodMy soul is so full of raptures | cannot contain mysel
longer."

"Tune your harps,"ad David.

"Sure," | replied, and in a moment we were singing at the top of our voices: "The wonders of our
our King."

"Oh, just think, we are in heaven, and really in the mansion of Jonah, the prophet, near to the thron
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"It has been such a pleasuto me," said Jonah, "to meet you dear brethren who have lived on e
nearly three thousand years after my time, that now we must join with you in thanksgiving to God."

So at this we all fell on our faces with adoring praises to God.

When we had arisedpnah said: "I hope to be at the throne during the great convocMidions of
saints attendl hope to meet you again at that tinf®o offering to us his hand, we all bade him good
bye, and were soon in Davi dobtlse heavealy kingdbm. e nr o ut

| said to David: "Are we not almost as near the throne as we were when we turned back for the 1
paradise?"

"Quite as near," said David, "but we are approaching it from another quarter, at this time."

The light seemed so brighyet not dazzling, for we were being prepared forTihousands of happy
souls were passing usvany loads were being made up at different points arranging for the gr
convocation.

"Now," said David, "we must halt, for | see an angel calling to rHe.'sprang out of his chariot, and,
after a few minutes interview with the angel, came and said to us that he would have to leave us h
a little season, as he was called to a distant part of the"tithink | shall leave you for only a little
time. You can enjoy yourselves in such strolls as you li€all at any of the mansions you wiskeel
perfectly at home.All you see is yours.l have to make a hasty visit to a distant part of the city o
business matters concerning the great convocatfdndo not return in time for you, step on any of the
chariots and you will be taken to the throne in due time." So saying we stepped from the chariot, he
us goodbye with a lovely bow and wave of his hand, and his chariot had gone.

"Now," said Seeca, "you are weary and must rest Sweet sleep and the peace of Go
with you!" As | looked toward him, he vanished from my sight.

CHAPTER TWENTY -SEVEN
Thirteenth Visit
Conference with the Elders

Seneca came as usual and glancing over the manusceitidgested a few changes here
and there and then proceeded as follows:

Soon after | eaving Daviddés chariot, Bohemond
great marvels, and the almightiness and love of God, when we came to a lokeigtpaxhich we
entered.We had not gone far until we came upon a group of the elders, among whom were Abr:
and Moses, Joshua and Isaiah, Peter and John, Paul and Silas, and manylo¢fyerere engaged in a
spirited conversationThey beckoned u® them, saying: "We are glad to meet you again, for we a
informed that our Lord has gracious intentions concerning you."
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"Well, holy brethren, we do not know what is before us, but we have found that He is full of infi
mercies and we are greatlyen¢sted in all we behold."

"We are very glad,” said Abraham, "you have been wisely guided to this conference, and | have k
of the extent of your visit up to this time, but we were just beginning a conversation on theology a:
now taught in the chrahes on earth, and if you are interested, we would invite you to remain for a t
with us, and you are free to ask and answer any question you like."

We both spoke at once and accepted their kind invitation, for not often would one meet with so |
men,so able as these, and the very ones who had contributed more for the faith of the church than

Abraham now said: "We are deeply interested in all the affairs of the church on earth, more so pe
than those who still are in their earthly habdas and you are so recently from the earth we are glad
have you with us at this time."

"Indeed, we feel it a great privilege," | replied, "to sit with you in this conference." At this, Moses pa:
to us a basket of most delicious fruit of which thed baen partakingThen Abraham spoke and said:
"the theology which treats of the existence, character, and attributes of God, His laws and goverr
the doctrines men are to believe, and the duties they are to practice, have been much neglected i
years; and we are informed that in many branches of the church grave errors have crept in."

"Religion," said he, "is the life of man in personal communication with Gtod.the recognition of God
in all of our duties.lIt is the bond which unites maa God. That faith that comprehends His presence
and invites Him i nt o Iltaslthe life ¢f God anfthe aoulrolsmaro rhanifesing
itself daily in practical morality."

"What then," | asked, "is the difference between religiontaadlogy?"

"Religion," said Abraham, "has reference to God in the heart and life of man, which sows itse
obedience to all the divine will."

"Theology," said Moses, "is a scientific system, which treats of God and the laws by which me
saved.Yet aman may be a theologian, as were many of the Scribes and Pharisees, without experir
religion. The source of all true theology is God Himself in the revelations He has given to man."

Paul then spoke and said: "These revelations are both natural@erdatural.Natural theology treats
of God and His attributes as taught by natukearly nineteen hundred years ago | wroteor'the
invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the tr
that are madeeven His eternal Godhedd(Romans 1:2p so they are without excuseBut the
Scriptures," said he, "are the true source of correct theological teachings among meerathtiThey
are a divinely inspired revelation to memhe careful interpretation of them reveals God to men as v
have found Him after hundr eds They disgoeaHisstrde nataray
attributes, relations to and dealinggh man. True theology treats also of man, his relations and duti
to God and his fellowmen; of tHature state, which we are all now enjoying, with its rewards, and al:
the punishments which are meted out to the impenitent.”
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At this, | spoke and sadi "There has been much caviling and critical fduking of the Scriptures in the
last few decades of time, so that | am glad of the privilege of asking you, who wrote so much of t
further concerning them, as to their authenticity, genuineness whdridy as coming from God to
man."

Moses wadirst to speak.He said: "Many cavilers and fadfihders were in my own timeNo proof
could satisfy them.There are mysteries of revelation as well as in the outward creatiorew | was
called and dectly commissioned of God, and the books of the law were written by His expr
commandmentJoshua was my successor and went forth to his responsible task by appointment c
divine Lord, and his messages and writings were prefaced by such wordsussséith the Lord God of
Israel." Samuel, the prophet and seer of Israel, was early called of God and spake the worc
authority from heavenAll the books of the prophets are composed of direct messages fromGbod.
Lord who sent us forth, fully segnized the whole body of our writings, included in the Old Testame
Scriptures.He paid the highest honors to those ancient records, as He has fully toldisrseal being
set to them they will stand foreveY.ou need have no fears of the Scriptugesr falling beneath the feet
of the church, on account of the efforts of skeptical n@ad reserves to Himself the power to cause th
earth to open its mouth again and swallow up the combinations of evil men, as in the days of K
Dathan and Abiram.

"Indeed," said Paul, "Our Lord put His full sanction to every jot and tittle of the law and the propt
enforced the precepts written by Moses as binding upon all the Jewish pdepleioted the writings of
nearly every prophet, from Moses to Malgat@cognizing their full authority, as the word of God, anc
giving them the distinctive title of the Scriptures, as different from all other writiAgsthe apostles
and evangelists of our Lord, we always fully recognized their divine origin and quudedrate and
preached from them appealing to them as authority on all questions of\i&tlever declared they were
the "oracles of God, and given as the Holy Ghost spake by the mouth of His ancient servants.” T
expressly declared of David, of Iahi and of all the holy prophets.”

Peter now spoke and sai d, "You wi ||l re me mli
transfiguration on the holy mount and the voice that then spake from heaven attesting that this Jes
the Son of God.Our combned testimony should have been received by every {JeReter 1:1721)
Yet, | then declared that the Scriptures were to them a more sure word of prophecy;eanthemny to
take heed to their revelations, for they fully spoke of Christ our Lord."

"Now," said Peter, "there are the positive assertions of inspiration and authority for all the writings c
New Testament.What the four evangelists wrote was undez #ye and inspection of our Lord,
although not coming to public notice for years after His ascension to heAvgmecial promise of the
presence and help of the Holy Spirit was given to all the aposiles spirit of truth thus promised was
to bring toour remembrance whatever the Lord had taught us, and to teach us all thldgsuths
brought back to mind, and new truths brought from the fountains above, were His special @light
account of this endowment, our Lord placed an authority on ot @® upon His own and the earlier
p r o p hTéea wsitérs of the New Testament always identify their words as the words of the Holy Gl
announcing their messages as in truth the word of God: the word of the Lord that should el
forever. So from Godhey all came.They breathe the pure spirit of His goodness and carry the stamy
His authority, and will stand forever."
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"Well," said Bohemond and | at the same time, "we would be much pleased to have a brief statem
summary of their teachings gsu understand them now, for we would like to compare our own ideas
theology, as also that which is now taught in the churches, with the truth as it is.”

They all assented quickly, and Abraham spoke, saying, "We will hand you such a statement shor
the meantime, if you care, you can take a flying trip in one of the passing chariots to a praise serv
Broadway, or visit the park adjoining the throne."

We thanked them for their friendly service and as we stepped on board a chariot, they sardl, Sé¢e
you again soon," and waved us a pleasant dpyed Isaiah kindly offered his services to go with
us. We thanked him and the chariot soon slowed up at an entrance where thousands were gatherir

The place seemed to contain a space somewhat teqadén or twelve acre field in the ear@ircular
seats ran the whole course round the spacious place of wordmgporchestra occupied an elevatec
position in the center, and a thousand harps and voices were thrilling the vast audiences wi
mdodies of heavenDavi d6s harp and voi ce nev eManysfahersna d
the church of an early date were there, many who had suffered persecution and martyrdom wet
there. Their faces glowed with a peculiar joy as thewrds fell like fragrant oil upon that wonderful
host. At the suggestion o%t. Bartholomew we all fell on our knees and faces and with one heart ¢
voice gave God all the gloryMany short sermonettes were preached to the thousands, many of wl
like ourselves were newcomers into the cityhis seemed to be a preparatory service for the gre
coming convocation at the thronésaiah, with his long flowing beard, spoke as with a silver trumpe
announcing the general order newly arranged for the goeaismn.Enocho6s f ace sh
angel sdé6 as he s houtJehh the Baptist g@lfoonmthyhis piércingy voge stirred th
congregation as to a flame of fir&dhe blessed Virgin was also there and her sweet voice was like wa
of light over all the peopleWe found she was held in great esteem in heakeiscilla and Aquilla both
gave public utterances of great helpfulnebtany others witnessed to the great goodness of @ad.
last we all stood and sang a doxology and withvamee and as one soul shouted the praises of Him wi
had redeemed us to God by His own blood.

The services now closed and in passing out we saw many new arrivals from the earth, some we
own acquaintancesOh, what joy in meeting these and to thime could now help them in their
knowledge of the heavenly kingdornithey were so full of adoring wonder and praise that they could n
restrain their feelingsin fact, we all felt much the sam&Ve could not feel otherwise being in the very
midst of theglory of God and in His blessed image, and in a reunion of long expectation with thos
earlier years.We walked to a quiet place beneath the wsgdeeading branches of a most lovely tree
whose fruits were thickly hanging within easy reach and ripesegy month.The fruit and leaves sent
forth their fragrance delightfully and we all felt so enraptured by the presence and glory of God an
great provisions His love had planned for us; that | quickly suggested we all bow and give Him
heartfeltgratitude. We were all on our faces in a moment and it seemed our friends could never cea
saying, "hallelujah to God." | at last said: "Would you like to go back to your earth home again and |
your mansions here?"

"Oh," said one of my dear oldiffends as he arose and <cl aspe
guestion. That was only the cradle of our existenddis is our homeOh, blessed be the Lord!"
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We now gathered some fruit and communed together a long Tilvey told us of much of the doiagf
the communities we had left.seemed to be back again, for the time being, among their homes, at t
tables, driving with them along the roads and the streets, while they were speaking to me of
things. | said: "Oh, Scandinavia, my people &goption, could | only see you all here and out of all you
spiritual bondage anfdrmality, then would | shout the praises of God greater than ever."

| then said: "If they could only know that you have brought us these tidings when they were lowe
your cold body into the grave, if they could only see you here in all this glory, and us having
precious visit beneath these majestic trees of life, then they would lift their eyes on high and say,
that they had the wings of a dove, then would ldélyay and be at rest.A¢ts 7:59 Then with the
anointed vision like the martyred Stephen of old, they might see heaven opened and the glories
the Son of God has grared for all His childrenlf their eye of faith could only penetrate the veil that
hides the future, if they only could with apocalyptic vision but behold these glories, if they could ¢
hear even the echo of the melodies which we have just heardf amuich Paul caught the strain when
transported to the third heaven, they would evermore &ay, e to die is gaih(Philippians 1:2) The
privileges of Christn them by the Holy Ghost would mean much more to them than they do now.

Bohemond now said: "You have unbounded liberties heheck from any of the trees as oft as you like
go where you wish, enjoy everything you se&.l | are yours sand Chyist is
G o d &Ve have found it wise not to hasteviou need be in no hurryEternity is before you."

So saying, we bade them gebdy e , saying, 60We wil |l Weohave anu
appointment near the throne and will need to go itdater, we hope to meet you at the grea
convocations at the throne itsellVe will be greatly delighted to see you then."

We stepped on a chariot and were soon far out of sight or hearing of our fridgreght of the throne
greatly increased, andenstepped off just to meet our elder brethren whom we left some time since.

They now handed us the roll which they had prepared, saying, "Study carefully and compare your:
with it."

We thanked them for their great kindness and bade them a pleasdfiiygosaying, "We hope to see
you again soon at the throne."

"Oh, yes, indeed," said Abrahaf\We will be there, for it is of too important a character to be missed.

We now turned our faces toward a beautiful grove of shrubbery many of the trees growikipd of
circular form with the branches drooping all about, somewhat like the weeping willow of géngm
we came near, we saw two angels in most lovely apparel, sitting in the midst, on lo
upholstery. They arose and welcomed us and layirgjrthands on our heads, said: "We greet you in th
name of our GodBut what is that in your hand?"

"A roll given us by the elders."

"Welcome to this grove and to these sediise fragrance of these leaves will impart to you enlightenin
grace as you relaand study."” We sat down to wonder, but the angels had disappeared.
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"We read and reead the sacred roll, and rejoiced exceedingly to know that we felt in sweet harm
with the clear statements of divine truth contained in the document.

Bohemond now said"Would to God my Bohemian brethren throughout the Austrian empire a
elsewhere might only have the privilege of reading what the elders have written us."

"l was just thinking quite the same thing mysglfthat if the Scandinavian people as well as thads

of the churches in America and England could only study this orthodox code of divine doctrine, it n
correct some of the modem errors and perversions of the faith, crept in among the people, throuc
founded criticism of recent year8V/e must peserve this roll, for it has been prepared with great care."

We now arose and took a long stroll among beautiful flowering shrubbery and gathered such fruit :
needed.We left this quiet seclusion and joined the multitudes enroute for the thvdadrad not gone
far until many of the passing saints inquired concerning the Véd.read it to them aloud and discussec
its various doctrinal features to the high appreciation of everyone.

Just at this time there came a chariot filled with ancient men, wimimad not met beforeThey were
driving veryleisurely along.Their chariot seemed more like the tallyho or a massive automobile of
earthly pattern.Seeing we were strangers, they at once invited us to ride with M&raccepted their
invitation and the visit and the scenes which followed can never be fully described.

"You may now rest, "said Seneca Sodi, "for | know you are weary and tired," and han
me the roll to be copied with care, said good night.

CHAPTER TWENTY -EIGHT
The Roll as Transked
The El dersdé Creed i n Br

[This is NOT to be used to Replace Scripture, Nullify Scripture, Change Scripturer
Add to Scripture!]

1. There is but one living and true God.
His Attributes

2. The attributes of God are the qualities, elements anegigrms which belong to HimThey belong
to Him and are parts of His divine natue not that His whole being consists of a combination of th
same, but because they are the forms and expressions of His being which He has revealed to man

3. These attribtes are natural and moralhe natural attributes reveal His existence as an infinite al
rational spirit; that is seléxistence, freedom, omnipotence, omnipresence, omniscience, wigdwmn.
moral attributes are holiness, righteousness, justice, gesdoge, grace, mercy and truth.
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4. As known to men on earth God is an invisible spirit, whom no man hath seen nor catesise.
eternal and selfexistent. He creates beings with immortality, but God alone possesses etédfiitis
infinite, filling all space in the entire universe, embracing all worlds.is omnipresent, i.e., infinite in
power; shown by all His creations from the infinitely great to the infinitely sradliHis acts are done
by the exercise of His volition, and are seen by mmathe universality, variety and multitude of His
works. Godbés omni potence i s | i mi Gaddanmtiié nor do any bdd ast,
although He has the power.

5. God is omnipresentThe creator, upholder, and governor of all thinge is also omniscient, all
things being open and naked before Hise\@g® d 6 s wi sdom i s infinite,
independent of all His creature®/e can tell Him nothing which He does not know, but His intelligen
infinite intuition comprehends all things past, present or futufidiis intelligence is perfect and
absolute.Man analyzes things to find out their natuf@od knows the nature without the analysis.

6. The foreknowledge of God is also absoluktow the foreknowledge of @l is to be reconciled with
manbés free agency and mor al accountability
Scriptures both are clearly taught, and faith accepts what reason cannot recmtiteof the churches
on earth have deniedam 6 s mo r aOthers manid thahGod in the exercise of His omniscienc
like His omnipotence, abstains from knowing what His creatures will do under certain gi
circumstances, But the foreknowledge of God itself, unrevealed to men, does os¢ imyp even hint to
me any course of conduct whatever; it in no degree affects His liberty of aMiem.neither sins nor
foll ows holiness, as the result of Godds for
made man in His image, a &enoral being.

7. God is infinitely wise, always knows what is best, always adopts means which will best accom
His purposes.That is wisdom; for wisdom is the art of turning to best account our knowldgigé. in

creation and pr onvsisdea.Hig wisdoBoaddoHss wovks gwrgwhere confirm eaclt
other as beingof GodNo hi gher wi sdom has ever been see
of human redemptionn t sol ves the problem of GodOoGhrisf. ust

8. The perfect goodness of God is seen in the benevolence which embraces all mankind and provi
their welfare. His merciful dealings with men declare His goodness; it is also iselis unmerited

favor, drawing man to salvation and in thee of so many means to this end, also in the abund:
provision which He has made for mands presen

Moral Euvil

9. How sin can exist in the world with al/l It
government, i@n awful and difficult problem, the complete solution of which is not possible to man
his earthly life. But sin does exist, and God permits it for reasons of His own, not fully revealec
men. In heaven it could not be sdo taint of sin can evemger the gates of this cityf an angel should
again sin God would instantly cast him down to hell.

10. Righteousness and justice are divine perfectidhgs holiness exhibited in governmentruth or

faithfulness of God is much the same as HistaghsnessAll He says and does is truélis veracity is

an element of His characte&od cannot lie.As God is eternal His truth remains the satvhatever is

out of harmony with His revealed truth, the same is aTie.the question, "What is tru2h this answer
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which we repeat in heaven is true: "To know God as He has revealed Himself to man is truth c
highest order.” Our Lord declared: "I am the way, the truth and the life." All things taught or belie
that are out of harmony with His cleavelations are both false and misleading.

The Triune God

11. The eternal God has revealed Himself to men as Father, Son and Holy Ghesson of God is
and always was divineHe is the express image of the Fath&here have been many errors anc
heresies in the church in past agddut we worship one Triune God neither confounding the persor
nor dividing the substances of the sark@r there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, &
another of the Holy Ghost; but the Godhead of thtedfaSon and Holy Ghost is one God.

The Divinity of Jesus Christ

12. He was the word of God from eternitin the beginning was the word and the word was with Got
and the word was GodWhile on earth we always held Him to be divine and worshippedasirGod,;
and in heaven He is confessed by all, both saints and angels, to be God and equal to thalFduber.
hosts of heaven worship Him, He was God manifest in the flesh.

The Holy Spirit

13. The Holy Ghost is one with the Father and with the Séqual in eternity, power and gloryin
creation He moved upon the face of the waters and developed form and beauty out of disorde
confusion. He proceeded from the Father and from the Son, and took up His abode with His churc
earth. He has ever éen with them since His coming on Pentecddé is the comforter, guide and
sanctifier of His peopleMan6s Or i gi nal State and Fall

14. God made man uprightde was both material and spiritual and possessed of a divine life, and m
in the image of Gd. He could hold communion with God, with all that is divine, as well as with tt
material universe.He was made but a little lower than the angels, and was crowned with glory
honor and had dominion over Hdveasawanpanien obhfs Fatherc
and Creator, capable admiring, adoring and enjoying G&itlile he was material and possessed a
animal nature, as he came from the hands of God, yet he was an intellectual, moral, pure an
being. He was placed under law thilife and death before himAdam rebelled; sin was born on
earth. The glory of the Lord departed from hinMan fell, and felt his guilt and was alienated from
God. The stream of humanity was contaminated at its soufde first pair became sinful.Their
descendants of necessity were in their image fallen and depr&eedy one man sin entered into the
world and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have €loneature sinned in
Adam and the stream became polluted atfduntain headThis depravity became universal for all the
faculties and powers of the soul and body were brought under the power of evil.

The Atonement

15. We universally believe that the death of Christ was vicarious and propitiatory and thaivayeit d
justice is satisfied, and God can be just and the justifier of all who believe in Christ Jesus, anc
pardon and salvation is freely offered to all men, upon repentance and faith.
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Election and Foreordination

16. We believe God did foreordain amvise a plan from the foundation of the world by which He
would save man, and further, He did foreordain from the beginning, all men throughout the ages
would accept and be willing to conform to this plan, should be saved; so that everyone in haitmony
Hi s power and | iberty of choice who shal/l c
eternal salvation.

Repentance

17. True repentance is a condition of soul before God wrought by the operations of the Spirit of
upon the heart angbul of man whereby he is made to see and feel the sinfulness of his sins, and a
forsake them utterly and with full purpose of heart to yield obedience to God in the future.

Justification

18. Justification can only follow true repentance andis@ata of Goddés free gra
the sins of man, and accepteth him as righteous in His sight, only for the sake of Christ.

Faith

19. True unfeigned faith in God believes all that God has said, commanded, promised or thrdaten
Is dependenupon testimony, and is valuable to us as the truth it3&#. can believe in menWe are
responsible for our faith, for one may believe a lie as he does the Tréhtruth only can make him
free. True saving faith leads the soul to trust itselfite all atoning merits of the sacrificial death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Adoption

20. Adoption is an act of God whereby the believing sinner is received into the family of God, witr
the rights and privileges of His children in which he beesran heir of God with a right and title to
eternal life.

The New Birth

21. The new birth of which our Lord spoke is that mighty change wrought of God in the soul of r
when He imparts to him eternal life and renews him in the image of Gad.changes the work of the
Holy Spirit wrought in man, convincing him of sin, and leading him to repentance and faith whereb
is born from above with eternal life as a gift from God.
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CHAPTER TWENTY -NINE
Fourteenth Visit
Nearing the Throne

The evening was miosvely indeed.Seneca Sodi came as usual, very full of pleasantnes:
and by, and glancing over the manuscript, especially the roll, suggesting a few correctic
here and there, he said: O6Are you read)
"Indeed, | am eagerly waiting for yomessage," and he began:

Bohemond and | had just taken our seats in the chariot of the and@mtsiquiry we soon found we
were in the chariot and the company Wk werels@n e
introduced to Adam anBve, thefirst parents of the chosen rack.seemed passingly strange for us tc
think we were side by side with those of such early datel, Enoch and Methuselah were also in the
chariot. Turning to Abel, | addressed him and said: "Oh, thou-Bosh son, born of those who never
were born!"

"True," said Adam, who overheard the conversation, "we never were born, but cieasegmber so
distinctly whenfirst | opened my eyes to behold the creations about Inlenew nothing, absolutely
nothing atall. | felt the breezes and saw the waving of the branches of the trees and heard the
voice of birds and the lowing of cattlé&sod spoke intelligently to me about the fruit of the trees fc
food. | quickly learned how to satisfy my hunger andghiBut | longed for a mate, for | found none
among all the creations of the gardédod gave me this woman as a helpmeet for me, so | found ¢
was "bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh," and | have loved her ever since."

At this Eve blushingly smilednd said: "You can guess our courtship was bitefvas me or noneBut
we soon | earned |ifebds | esson stow, which al

Seth and Noah were also side by side; Sarah and Rebecca, Keturah and Rachel also were
togethe, Ephraim and Manasseh must have seemed as young as when Jacob blessed them
ago. Samuel and Aaron were also with the happy group and seemed to be rather presiding as p
and priest over the chariot loaaleb and Joshua were in the frondistsng the charioteer in guiding
the chariot. They all seemed to take a deep interest in us and asked us many questions bear
modem times.After we had exchanged many questions both of modem and ancient life, | was
enraptured with the idea ofeetr n a | | i fe, Gododos great gift to
did God mean when He breathed into man the breath of life and man became a livingzgnekis 2.7
Here is the explanation before me in you dear brethren, who have survived the ravages of earth &
durations of heaven and are no older than you were four thousand or five thousand ye&$,agc
blessed eternal life!"

Bohemond now spokend said to Methuselah: "Do tell me if your years on earth were as long a

stated in Godo6s b o enke yearsiisitle Bibleiracdrd @ gour ageseenss itoxus
almost incredible, as we only live such a short time nBlease tell uabout it and what did you do?"
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"Truly," replied Methuselah, "we lived to a great age and the record of the inspired word is correc
Moses has told me repeatedly what he wrote concerning the early history of the world anéisnian.
why we lived so lag, may be easily explainedGod was exceedingly good to udNo former
generations having lived before us, we had no books to read nor anything previously discover
anyone before usWe had to find out by long searching and experimenting, whichregbjyears, which
in a later day one could know in a few minutés.fact, a child of only a few years, at a later period o
the world, would know as much as one of us could know after a hundred years had p#ssedl the
long years of our effort wall died (except Enoch over there), and after eight hundred or nine hund
years with but little more knowledge on general lines than your children of ten or twelve years k
now. In the generations of men a little later, they would live as much enggfive or a hundred years
as we would in eight hundred or nine hundred ye&s.God mercifully lengthened out our lives and
gave us greater opportunities toward the end for which we were placed upon the earthfifet ou
habitation, instead of there this celestial world.As to what we did, well, sure enough we did nothing
but till the ground and herd the cattle and she@pr implements were indeed of the crudest sort and v
made them wholly of woodWe did the best we couldronder sits Adamhe can tell you, dear brethren
(for so you are to us), all about his early experience."”

At that | arose in the chariot and was introduced again to the venerable head of the race of man,
Eve, the mother of us all.

"Oh, Adam and Eve, tell us of yoaarly experience in the world."
"Certainly," said Adam, "with pleasure," and Eve made a lovely bow of assent.

"Well to begin: The garden where we wdist placed was a lovely home indeeNo grander place
could ever be found upon the earthhave haddescriptions of all kinds of earthly gardens, but nothin
equaled paradiseEverything was perfectly delightfulFruits of all kinds were ripening and hanging
ready to our handNothing forbidden to us but one treBut, oh, that sin | never can forgét What
penalties followed our disobedienc&he shame, disgrace and alienation from God!

It was a sad day when God sent us out to till the ground and dig for oursAlteswe heard our
sentence, we were very reluctant to leave, so there came twe angels with scourges in their hands
and without parleying they drove us o@h, the sorrow and tears of that dayhe angels had already
told us of the tree of life, and its marvelous imparting virtuBise whole garden was charged and fillec
with the aroma of this treel'he very breezes and atmosphere were surcharged with life, but death
creeping upon usWe felt the chill and pall of a terrible strok&/e were simply out of harmony with
our environmentsThe curse of death was upon usd&od sent us out to till the ground which He hac
likewise cursed."”

"Did not God show you mercy and kindness and give the promise of a Redeemer for you?"

"Surely, He did, and gave us proofs of His love toward us in the garments He gave us to cove
shane."

"Did this signify anything to you then as an offering made by blood for sin?"
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"Indeed, it did," said Adam, "for God fully explained to us the conditions of pardbis we taught to
our children and Cain knew it full well as did Abel, but Cain did b&lieve the details concerning the
sin offering and this will explain to you why Abel brought a better sacrifice than Cain and by it tho
dead, yet he speaketh."

"How was it, Abel?" | said.
"Just as father has told you," replied Abel.
"What about Cain?l asked.

"Hewassehwi | | ed and d e sPparisog tie sGned lissseeasafyunbelief and reaped |
harvest among the lost."

"Will you tell me more about the results of your early sin when God drove you from the garden?"

"A thousand times | havtold the story, but will cheerfully tell it again to yolittle did | comprehend
before our sin the great depth and meaning of transgredskmow all that Moses wrote concerning it,
and much beside, and his words were true; so also were the wWdlds Apostle Paul, all of which |
know, for they have been repeated to me many times &Verhad unbounded liberties in the garder
and should have been content, but there stood the tree of knowledge very near the tre&ofl llias
said, "Of every ree thou mayest freely eat except one." He threatened us with death shoulc
disobey. Why we did disobey has been the awful problem of our liesd let the penalty fall upon
us. We became mortal and subject to dealthe grant of immortality was witdrawn. We were
depraved, and alienated from Gadd/e lost His image and were without hope and without Godly
through His infinite mercy were we saved, and have the privilege of these mansions of bliss."

| thanked Adam and the rest for their kindnésaus and said: "We hope we can have another su
interview as this with you."

"Oh, yes, we will be pleased at any time suitable to your convenience."

We now cast our eyes up the broad avenue in the direction we were going only to see it simply crc
with saints and angels bound for the Great Convocation at the tifbrse were in chariots of various
descriptions, or walking leisurely along, eagerly engaged in joyful conversation and pleasant visi
the way. It called to mind those great occasianghe world when ancient Israel was gathering at he
great annual feast of the Lord at Jerusalem when a half million or a million souls would be gath
from cities, towns, and country throughout the Holy Laflt at this feast innumerable hosts were
pouring in from all directions; those who had been gathered from all kingdoms, nations, tong
kindreds and people of the earth, Israelites and Gentilessuch gatherings have ever met in the worlc
for any purpose as was gathering here.

But this timewe were so near the throne that great waves of light and glory were flashing out ir
directions. An earthly sunrise on a bright June morning is but a faint picture of this gléeywere yet
several leagues away, but the magnificent buildings andistegqumansions were simply beyond
description.
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On both sides of this great avenue were the beautiful mansions built in the early days of heaven
which were in those early times occupied by finst saints who crossed the threshold of time intc
etenity. For there was a period in eternity when no soul of man walked these golden streets, not
nor enjoyed this celestial glory; but from the days of Abel they began to gather here, with -an «
increasing ratio.l was reminded again and againofauor d s wor d on eart h:
many mansions," and truly, they had all been prepared by our blessed Lord Himself, using ange
men as His helpers.

There were also very large and spacious mansions more especially for the angelss &sld,where
they congregate and worship God and where they receive the divine commandments and from
they often start on their missions of love to yonder world of sin and sorrow.

Lovely fountains were gushing up their silvery streams of life, enrtidst of the streets, and with the
golden vessels of this holy sanctuary we were constantly refreshing ourselves, for the chario
moving very slowly and leisurely along.

Enoch now said: "We are almost to the southern entrance,” and with this sgyradl arose in the
chariot and stood to our feeThe newer arrivals were so overcome and overawed by the majesty
glory of our surroundings that we began a hymn of prargken we had finished the hymn, we all knelt
upon the seats of the chariot amolured forth our praise to GodBohemond shouted and said: "Oh,
throne of God, | am simply lost in the glory!"

Just at this moment D a vt wh$ filed enbstyrwithostrangers, dut @amorig
them was Genevive, my mother, and MaBavid had returned by the way of the cathedral and four
room for them.Now both chariots stood still, and we all alighted, and walked but a short distance
stood beneath the widgpreading branches of one of the trees of IHiere we sang another tmp and
again we fell on our faces with adoring praid&e were so overcome with the majesty and glory a
around us that we knew not what to say or even thifflousands of the saints were gathering about
and pressing on nearer the thrordl those ancient men and women of the chariot went forward &
once. But Bohemond, Genevive, mother, Mary and myself stood a few moments to consult further
each other and with David who now came to With Bohemond and myself there was a fear and &
awe we ould not overcomeAll the rest were perfectly at home, and we tried to be, but felt a shrinki
in our souls. The thought of soon standing beside the throne and looking in the face of the G
Jehovah made us think deeply of our preparation.

David nowsaid: "Let us go on and join the countless hosts yonder."

Genevive and mother said: "If we are separated during this great service, we will meet you again
banquet following."

"Now," said Seneca Sodi, "you must resaithfully transcribe what | haegiven you and |
will see you again soon."

As usual, he bade me a kindly good night, and was about to vanish from me when | sai
"Oh, Seneca, my soul is so ravished with your narrative that | wish you would remain al
night and take me through rue greangregation."

"You will hear me again, my son," he said and was gone.
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