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Preface

This Chinese-English parallel New Testament combines two
translations that were done independently of each other. In other words,
one is not a translation of the other, but rather they are both translations
based on the original Greek text of the New Testament. It is true that the
English translation was produced several years before the Chinese
translation, and the Chinese translators had access to the English text.
They did not, however, base their translation on the English text but on the
Greek text using resources that elucidate the meaning of the Greek text.
Therefore, the reader should not expect the text in one language to reflect
the same style, order or phrasing as the text in the other language. The
reader will not usually find, for example, a sentence in the Chinese text
that corresponds exactly to a sentence in the English text or vice versa.

The English portion is the Easy-to-Read Version, which was originally
prepared by Greek and New Testament scholars working together with
specialists in communications for people who have limited experience
and facility in English. People for whom English is not their mother
tongue will find this version quite free from difficult technical terms and
unfamiliar idioms. In addition, many unusual or difficult words are
explained either in parentheses or in footnotes. Even a person whose
knowledge of English is still at the elementary level should find many
sections of the text that are quite easy to understand.

The Chinese version represented in this parallel edition is a completely
new translation first published in China in 1995. It was done by a
translation team in Beijing under the guidance of New Testament
scholars. Every word was carefully compared to the Greek text to ensure
that this very readable and modern Chinese translation accurately reflects
the meaning intended by the original writers of the New Testament
books. Those who are familiar with traditional translations in Chinese
will notice some different word choices in this modern translation. Care
was given to avoid using traditional expressions that have grown archaic
or have undergone changes in meaning. Every effort was made to
communicate accurately the ideas expressed in the original text in a way



that will sound as natural to a person living in mainland China today as
the original writings did to people living in the Greek-speaking world of
the first century. It is hoped that these ideas will also have the same
impact today as they had on their original target audience.
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Introduction

The word Bible comes from a Greek word meaning “books.” The Bible
is actually two collections of books, often referred to as the “Old
Testament” and the “New Testament.” The word translated “testament”
was used to mean a “covenant” or “agreement.” It refers to God’s
promise to bless his people. The Old Testament is the collection of
writings that relate to the agreement God made with the Jewish people
(Israel) in the time of Moses. The New Testament is the collection of
writings that relate to the agreement God made with all people who
believe in Jesus Christ.

The Old Testament writings give an account of God’s great acts in
dealing with the Jewish people and reveal God’s plan for using those
people to bring his blessings to the whole world. Those writings look
forward to the coming of a Savior (or “Messiah™) that God would send to
accomplish his plan. The New Testament writings are a sequel to the Old
Testament story. They describe the coming of that Savior (Jesus Christ)
and the meaning of his coming for all mankind. The Old Testament is
important for understanding the New Testament, since it provides the
necessary background. And the New Testament completes the story of
salvation that began in the Old Testament.

THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Old Testament writings are a collection of thirty-nine different books
produced by many different authors. They were written mainly in
Hebrew, the language of ancient Israel. There are a few sections in
Aramaic, the official language of the Babylonian empire. Portions of the
Old Testament were written over 3,500 years ago, and more than 1,000
years passed between the writing of the first book and the last. In this
collection there are books of law, history, prose, songs, poetry, and
teachings from wise men.



The Old Testament is often divided into three main sections: the Law, the
Prophets, and the Holy Writings. The Law contains five books called
“The Five Books of Moses.” The first book is Genesis. It tells about the
beginning of the world a$ we know it, the first man and woman, and their
first sin against God. It tells about the Great Flood and the family God
saved through that flood, and it tells about the beginnings of the nation of
Israel, the people God chose to use for a special purpose.

THE STORY OF ABRAHAM

God made an agreement with Abraham, a great man- of faith. In that
agreement God promised to make Abraham the father of a great nation
and to give him and his descendants the land of Canaan. Abraham was
circumeised to show that he accepted the agreement, and circumcision
became the proof of the agreement between God and his people.
Abraham did not know how God would do the things he had promised,
but Abraham trusted God. This pleased God very much.

God told Abraham to Ieave his home among the Hebrews of
Mesopotamia and led him to the promised land, Canaan (also called
Palestine). In his old age Abraham had a son named Isaac. Isaac had a son
named Jacob. Jacob (also called Israel) had twelve sons a‘nd;a daughter.
This family became the nation of Israel, but it never forgot its tribal
origin. It continued to refer to itself as the twelve tribes (or “family
groups”) of Israel—descendants of the twelve sons of Jacob: Reuben,
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, Asher, Issachar, Zebulun,
Joseph, and Benjamin. The three main ancestors—Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob (Israel)—are known as the “fathers” or “patriarchs” of Israel.

Abraham was also a “father” of another kind. Many times in ancient
Israel, God called certain people to be his spokesmen, These spokesmen,
or prophets, were God’s representatives to the people. Through the
prophets God gave the people of Israel promises, warnings, laws,
teachings, lessons drawn from past experiences, and lessons based on
future events. Abraham “the Hebrew” is the first prophet mentioned in the
Scriptures.



ISRAEL FREED FROM SLAVERY

The family of Jacob (Israel) grew to include about 70 of his direct
descendants. One of his sons, Joseph, became a high official in Egypt.
Times were hard, so Jacob and his family moved to Egypt, where food
was plentiful and life was easier. This tribe of Hebrews grew to a small
nation, and the Pharaoh (the king of Egypt) made slaves of these people.
The book of Exodus tells about how finally, after 400 years, God used
the prophet Moses to free the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt and
take them back to Palestine. The price for freedom was high; but it was
the Egyptians who had to pay. The Pharaoh and all the families of Egypt
lost their firstborn sons before the Pharaoh finally agreed to let the people
go free. The firstborn had to die so that the people could be freed—and
the people of Israel later remembered this in many ways in their worship
and sacrifices. ‘

The people of Israel were ready for their trip to freedom. They had
dressed for the escape from Egypt. Each family killed and roasted a lamb.
They put the blood from the lamb on their doorposts as a special sign to
God. They hurriedly baked bread without yeast and ate their meal. That
night the Angel of the Lord went through the land. If the blood of the
lamb was not on the doorposts, the firstborn of that family died. The
people of Israel were freed. But as the slaves were about to leave Egypt,
the Pharaoh changed his mind. He sent his army to catch the Israelite
slaves and bring them back, but God saved his people. God split the Red
Sea, led his people through to freedom on the other side, and destroyed
the pursuing army of Egypt. Then, somewhere on the Arabian peninsula,
at a mountain in the Sinai desert, God made a special agreement with
those people. \

THE LAW OF MOSES

God’s rescue of the people of Israel and his agreement with them at Sinai
set this nation apart from all others. This agreement contained promises
and laws for the people of Israel. A part of this agreement, known as the
Ten Commandments, was written by God on two stone tablets and given
to the people. These commands contain the basic principles for the kind
of life God expected the people of Israel to live. They cover an Israelite’s
duty to his God, his family, and his fellow-man.



The Ten Commandments and the rest of the rules and teachings given at
Mount Sinai became known as “the Law of Moses” or simply “the Law.”
Many times these terms are used to refer to the first five books of the
Scriptures and often to the entire Old Testament.

Besides the Ten Commandments and other rules of conduct, the Law of
Moses contains rules about priests, sacrifices, worship, and holy days.
These rules are found in the book of Leviticus. According to the Law of
Moses, all priests and their helpers came from the tribe of Levi. These
helpers were called “Levites.” The most important priest was called the
High Priest. '

The Law includes instructions for building the Holy Tent (“tabernacle”),
or Meeting Tent, the place the people of Israel went to worship God. It
also has instructions for making all the things to be used in their worship.
This prepared the Israelites for the building of the temple, the holy
building in Jerusalem on Mount Zion, where the people would later go to
worship God. The rules about sacrifices and worship forced the people to
see that they sinned against each other and against God. But they also
gave the people a way to be forgiven and re-united with one another and
with God. These sacrifices prepared the way for a better understanding of
the sacrifice God was preparing to give for all mankind.

The Law contained instructions for celebrating’a number of holy days or
festivals. Each festival had its own special meaning. Some festivals were
happy occasions to celebrate special times of the year, such as the harvest
festivals of First Fruits, Shabuoth (Pentecost or the Festival of Weeks),
and Succoth (the Festival of Shelters).

Some festivals were for remembering the wonderful things God had done
for his people. Passover was such a festival. Each family relived the
escape from Egypt. The people sang songs of praise to God. A lamb was
slaughtered and the meal prepared. Each cup of wine and morsel of food
reminded the people of the things God had done to save them from a life
of pain and sadness.

Other festivals were very serious. Every year, on the Day of Atonement,
the people had to remember the many bad things they had done to others
and to God. This was a day of sadness, and the people did not eat. But on
that day the High Priest offered special sacrifices to cover over, or atone
for, their sins.



The agreement between God and Israel was very important to the writers
of the Old Testament. Almost all of the books of the Prophets and Holy
Writings are based on the fact that the nation of Israel, and every citizen
of Israel, had made a very special agreement with their God. They called
it the “Agreement of the Lord” or simply “the Agreement.” Their books
of history interpret events in light of the Agreement: If the individual or
nation was faithful to God and the Agreement, then God rewarded them.
If the people abandoned the Agreement, then God punished them. God
sent his prophets to remind the people of their agreement with God. The
poets of Israel sang of the wonderful things God did for his obedient
people, and they mourned over the pain and punishments that came to
those who disobeyed God. These writers based their concepts of right and
wrong on the teaching of the Agreement. And when innocent people
suffered, the poets struggled to understand why.

THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL

The story of ancient Israel is the story of the people abandoning God,
God rescuing the people, the people turning back to God and eventually
abandoning God again. This cycle began immediately after the people
accepted God’s Agreement, and it was repeated again and again. At
Mount Sinai the people of Israel agreed to follow God, and then they
rebelled and were forced to wander 40 years in the desert. Finally, Moses’
helper, Joshua, led the people into the promised land. There was an initial
conquest and a partial settling of the land of Israel. For the first few
centuries after this settlement, the people were governed by local leaders
called judges.

Eventually, the people wanted a king. The first king was Saul. Saul did
not obey God, so God chose a shepherd boy named David to be the new
king. The prophet Samuel came and poured oi] on his head, anointing him
king of Israel. God promised David that the future kings of Israel would
be his descendants from the tribe of Judah. David conquered the city of
Jerusalem and made it his capital and the future site of the temple. He
organized the priests, prophets, song writers, musicians, and singers for
the temple worship. David even wrote many of the songs (or psalms)
himself, but God did not let him build the temple.

When David was old and about to die, he made his son Solomon king of
Israel. David warned his son to always follow God and obey the



Agreement. As king, Solomon built the temple and expanded Israel’s
borders. At this time Israel was at the height of its glory. Solomon
became famous. Israel became strong.

JUDAH AND ISRAEL-THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

At Solomon’s death there was civil strife, and the nation was divided. The
northern ten tribes called themselves Israel. The southern tribes called
themselves Judah. (The modern term “Jew” comes from this name.)
Judah remained loyal to the Agreement, and David’s dynasty (family of
kings) continued ruling in Jerusalem until Judah was finally conquered
and its people led away into exile by the Babylonians.

In the northern kingdom (Israel) several dynasties came and went,
because the people did not follow the Agreement. The kings of Israel had
several capital cities at various times, the last of which was Samaria. In
order to strengthen their hold on the people, the kings of Israel changed
the way to worship God. They chose new priests and they built two new
temples: one at Dan (on the northern border of Israel) and the other at
Bethel (along Israel’s border with Judah). There were many wars between
Israel and Judah.

During this time of civil war and troubles, God sent many prophets to
Judah and Israel. Some of the prophets were priests; others were farmers.
Some were advisors to kings; others lived a mtich simpler life. Some of
the prophets wrote their teachings or prophecies; many others did not. But
all the prophets came preaching of justice, fairness, and the need to
depend on God for help.

Many prophets warned that the people would be defeated and scattered if
they did not turn back to God. Some of these prophets saw visions of
future glories as well as future punishments. Many of them looked forward
to the time when a new king would come to rule the kingdom. Some saw
this king as a descendant of David who would lead the people of God into
a new Golden Age. Some spoke of this king as ruling forever over an
eternal kingdom. Others saw him as a servant who would suffer many
things in order to bring his people back to God. But all of them saw him as
the Messiah; the one anointed (chosen) by God to bring in the new age.



THE DESTRUCTION OF ISRAEL AND JUDAH

The people of Israel did not listen to God’s warnings, so in 722/721 B.C.
Samaria fell to the invading Assyrians. The people of Israel were taken
from their homes and scattered throughout the Assyrian empire, lost
forever to their brothers and sisters in Judah. The Assyrians then brought
in foreigners to re-settle the land of Israel. These people were taught
about the religion of Judah and Israel, and many of them tried to follow
the Agreement. These people came to be known as the Samaritans. The
Assyrians tried to invade Judah. Many cities fell to the invaders, but God
saved Jerusalem. The defeated king of Assyria returned to his homeland,
and there he was assassinated by two of his sons. So Judah was saved.

For a short time the people of Judah changed. They began to obey God for
a short time, but they too were finally defeated and scattered. The nation of
Babylon rose to power and invaded Judah. At first they took only a few
important people away as captives. But a few years later, in 587/586 B.C,,
they returned to destroy Jerusalem and the temple. Some of the people
escaped to Egypt, but most of them were taken as slaves to Babylon.
Again God sent prophets to the people, and they began to listen. It seems
that the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem and the exile in Babylon
brought about a real change in the people. The prophets spoke more and
more about the new king and his kingdom. One of the prophets, Jeremiah,
even spoke of a New Agreement. This New Agreement would not be
written on tablets of stone, but would be in the hearts of God’s people.

THE JEWS RETURN TO PALESTINE

Meanwhile, Cyrus came to power over the Medo-Persian empire and
conquered Babylon. Cyrus allowed people to return to their homelands.
So after 70 years of exile, many of the people of Judah went back home.
The people tried to rebuild their nation, but Judah remained small and
weak. The people built the temple again, although it was not as beautiful
as the one Solomon had built. Many of the people truly turned to God and
began studying the Law, the writings of the prophets; and the other holy
writings. Many men became scribes (special scholars), who made copies
of the Scriptures. Eventually, these men organized schools for studying
the Scriptures. The people began meeting together on the Sabbath
(Saturday) to study, pray, and worship God together. In their synagogues
(meetings) they studied the Scriptures, and many people began looking
for the Messiah to come.



In the West, Alexander the Great gained control of Greece and soon
conquered the world. He spread the Greek language and the customs
and culture of Greece to many parts of the world. When he died, his
kingdom was divided, and soon another empire grew and gained control
of a large part of the known world, including Palestine, where. the
people of Judah lived.

The new rulers, the Romans, were often cruel and harsh, and the Jews
were proud and defiant. In these troubled times there were many Jews
who were looking for the Messiah to come in their own lifetime. The
Jews wanted to be ruled only by God and the Messiah that God promised
to send them. They did not understand that God planned to save the world
- through the Messiah. They thought that God’s plan was to save the Jews
from the world! Some Jews were content to wait for God to send his
Messiah. But others decided to “help” God establish his new kingdom.
These Jews were called “Zealots.” The Zealots tried to fight against the
Romans and often killed other Jews that cooperated with the Romans.

THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS GROUPS

By the first century B.C., the Law of Moses had become extremely
important to the Jews. The people had studied and argued over the Law.
The people understood the Law in different ways, but many Jews were
ready to die for that Law. There were three major religious groups among
the Jews, and there were scribes (lawyers or scholars) in each group.

The Sadducees

One of the groups was called the Sadducees. This name probably comes
from the name Zadok, the High Priest in King David’s time. Many of the
priests and the people in authority were Sadducees. These men accepted
only the Law (the five books of Moses) as their authority in religious
matters. The Law taught many things about the priests and sacrifices, but
it did not teach about life after death. So the Sadducees did not believe in
people being raised from death.



The Pharisees

Another group was called the Pharisees. This name comes from a Hebrew
word meaning “to interpret (explain)” or “to separate.” These men tried to
teach or interpret the Law of Moses to the common people. The Pharisees
believed that there was an oral tradition going back to Moses’ time. They
believed that men of each generation could interpret the Law in a way
that would allow it to meet the needs of that generation. This meant that
the Pharisees could accept not only the Law of Moses as their authority,
but also the Prophets, the Holy Writings, and even their own traditions.
These men tried very hard to follow the Law and their traditions. So they
were very careful about what they ate and what they touched. They were
careful about washing their hands and bathing. They also believed that
people would be raised from death, because they understood many of the
prophets to say that would happen. ‘ ‘

The Essenes

The third major group was the Essenes. Many of the priests in Jerusalem
did not live the way God wanted them to. Also, the Romans had
appointed many of the High Priests, and some of these men were not
qualified according to the Law of Moses. Because of this, the Essenes did
not think the worship and sacrifices were being done properly in
Jerusalem. So the Essenes moved out into the Judean desert to live. They
formed their own community, where only other Essenes could come and
live. The Essenes fasted and prayed and waited for God to send the
Messiah and purify the temple and the priesthood. Many scholars believe
that the Essenes were connected in some way with the Qumran
Community and the many ancient writings found at Qumran and other
places in that area of the Judaean desert.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

God had begun his plan. He had chosen a special nation. He had made an
Agreement with those people that would prepare them to understand his
justice and his goodness. Through prophets and poets he had revealed his
plan to bless the world by establishing a perfect spiritual “kingdom™
based on a new and better Agreement. This plan would begin with the
coming of the promised Messiah. The prophets had spoken of his coming
in great detail. They had told where the Messiah would be born, the type



of person he would be, and the work he would have to do. It was now
time for the Messiah to come and begin the New Agreement.

The writings of the New Testament describe how God’s New Agreement
was revealed and put into effect by Jesus, who was the Christ (meaning
“the Anointed One,” the Messiah). They teach that this New Agreement
was to be for all people. And they tell how people in the first century
responded to God’s gracious offer of love and became a part of the New
Agreement. These writings give instructions to God’s people about how
to live in this world. They also describe the blessings that God promises
his people for a full and meaningful life here and for life with him after
death. :

The New Testament writings include twenty-seven different “books” by
at least eight different writers. All of them wrote in Greek, which was
widely spoken in the first-century world. More than half of the total
writing was done by four “apostles,” men chosen by Jesus to be his
special representatives or helpers. Three of these, Matthew, John, and
Peter, were among the twelve closest followers of Jesus during his life on
earth. The other writer, Paul, was chosen as an apostle later by Jesus
through a miraculous appearance.

The first four books, called “Gospels,” are separate accounts of the life
and death of Jesus Christ. Generally, these books emphasize Jesus’
teaching, the purpose of his appearance on earth, and the crucial
significance of his death, rather than just the historical facts of his life.
This is especially true of the fourth book, the Gospel of John. The fitst
three Gospels are very similar in content. In fact, much of the material in
one is found in one or both of the others. Each writer, however, is writing
to a different audience and seems to have a slightly different goal in view.

The four Gospels are followed by Acts, a history of the events following
the death of Jesus. It describes how God’s offer of love to all people was
announced throughout the world by Jesus’ followers. It tells how the
proclaiming of this “gospel” or “Good News” resulted in the widespread
acceptance of Christian faith throughout Palestine and the Roman world.
The book of Acts was written by Luke, an eyewitness of much that he
recorded. Luke was-also the author of the third Gospel. His two books
make a logical unit, Acts being the natural sequel to his account of the
life of Jesus. 3



Following Acts, there is a collection of letters written to individuals or
groups of Christians. These letters were sent from Christian leaders such
as Paul and Peter, two of Jesus’ apostles. These letters were written to
help the people of that time deal with problems they were facing. They
serve to inform, correct, teach, and encourage not only those people but
all Christians in regafd" to their faith, their life together, and their life in
the world. \ ; S ‘

The final book of the New Testament, Revelation, is different from all the
other books. It uses highly figurative language and tells of visions seen by
the author, the apostle John. Many of the figures and images are from the
Old Testament and can best be understood by comparing them to the Old
Testament writings. This last book assures Christians of ultimate victory
over the forces of evil through the power of God and Jesus Christ, their
leader and helper.

THE BIBLE AND THE MODERN READER

Today’s reader of the Bible should keep in mind that these books were
written thousands of years ago for people who lived in a culture very
different from our own. Generally, the writings focus on principles that
are universally true, though many of the historical accounts, illustrations
they use and references they make can only be understood with some
knowledge of the time and culture in which they lived. For example,
Jesus told a story about a man sowing grain in a field that had different
types of soil conditions. Those exact conditions may be unfamiliar to a
person today, but the lesson Jesus draws from the example fits people in
any time or place.

The modern reader may find the world of the Bible somewhat strange.
The customs, the attitudes, the way people talk may be quite unfamiliar.
It is only reasonable to evaluate these things by the standards of that time
and place, not by modern standards. It is also important to note that the
Bible was not written as a book of science, It was written mainly to
describe historical events and present the significance of those events for
mankind. It’s teachings involve universal truths that are beyond the realm
of science. It remains relevant even in this modern age, because it deals
with people’s basic spiritual needs, which never change.



Any person who reads the Bible objectively can expect to gain many
benefits. He will acquire knowledge about the history and culture of the
ancient world. He will learn about the life and teachings of Jesus Christ
and what it means to be his follower. He will gain basic spiritual insights
and learn practical lessons for living a dynamic and joy-filled life. He will
find answers to life’s most difficult questions. There are, therefore, many
good reasons for reading this book, and the person who reads it with an
open and inquisitive mind will likely discover God’s purpose for his life.
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The Family History of Jesus
This is the family history of Jesus
Christ. He came from the family of
David. David came from the family of
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Abraham.
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Abraham was the father of Isaac.

RUBCRTE& A0SR, Isaac was the father of Jacob.
& R A FIA Y BTN AL Jacob was the father of Judah and his
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e 481t 48 Boaz was the father of Obed.
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Jesse was the father of King David.
David was the father of Solomon.
(Solomon’s mother had been
Uriah’s wife.)

Solomon was the father of
Rehoboam.

Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.

Abijah was the father of Asa.
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MATTHEW 1:8-16

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat was the father of Jehoram.
Jehoram was the father of Uzziah.

Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.

Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh:
Manasseh was the father of Amon.
Amon was the father of Josiah.

Josiah was the grandfather of
Jehoiachin® and his brothers.

(This was during the time that the
Jewish, people were taken to
Babylon to be slaves,.)

After they were taken to Babylon:

Jehoiachin was the father of Shealtiel.

Shealtiel was the grandfather of
Zerubbabel.

Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim was the father of Azor,

Azor was the father of Zadok.
Zadok was the father of Achim.
Achim was the father of Eliud.

Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
Matthan was the father of Jacob.

Jacob was the father of Joseph.
Joseph was the husband of Mary,
and Mary was the mother of Jesus.
Jesus is called the Christ.*

Jehoiachin Literally, “Jechoniah,” another name for

Jehoiachin,

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of
God.
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MATTHEW 1:17-23

1780 there were fourteen generations from
Abraham to David. And there were fourteen
generations from David until the time when
the people were taken to Babylon. And there
were fourteen generations from the time
when the people were taken to Babylon until
Christ was born.

The Birth of Jesus Christ

18The mother of Jesus Christ was Mary.
And this is how the birth of Jesus happened.
Mary was engaged to marry Joseph. But
before they married, Mary leamned that she
was pregnant with a child. Mary was
pregnant by the power of; the Holy Spirit.*
Mary’s husband, Joseph, was a good man.
He did not want to bring shame to Mary
before the people. So he planned to divorce
her secretly.

20But after Joseph thought about this, an
angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a
dream. The angel said, “Joseph, son of
David,* don’t be afraid to accept Mary to be
your wife. The baby that is in her is from
the Holy Spirit. 2!She will give birth to a
son. You will name the son Jesus.” Give
him that name because he will save his
people from their sins.” ‘

2Al1 this happened to make clear the full
meaning of the things the Lord said through
the prophet*: 23“The virgin®* will be
pregnant and will give birth to a son. They

Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and
Christ, he does God's work among people in the
world.

son of David Person from the family of David, second
king of Tsrael, about 1000 years before Christ.

Jesus  The name Jesus means “salvation.”

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a
prophet told things that would happen in the future,

virgin A girl that is not married and has never had
sexual relations.
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MATTHEW 1:24-2:6

will name him Immanuel.”*-(Jmmanuel
means, “God with us.”)

24When Joseph woke up, he did the
thing that the Lord’s angel told him to do.
Joseph married Mary. 2°But Joseph had no
sexual union with Mary until she gave
birth %o the son. And Joseph named the
son Jesus. : :

Wise Men Come to Visit Jesus

Jesus was born in the town of

Bethlehem in Judea. He was born during
the time when Herod* was king. After
Jesus was born, some wise men from the
east came to Jerusalem. 2The wise men
asked people, “Where is the new baby that
is the king of the Jews? We saw the star
that shows he was born. We saw the star
rise in the sky in the east. We came to
worship him.”

3King Herod heard about this new king
of the Jews. Herod was troubled about this.
And all the people in Jerusalem were
worried too. “Herod called a meeting of all
the Teading Jewish priests and teachers of
the law. Herod asked them where the
Christ would be born. SThey answered, “In
the town of Bethlehem in Judea. The
prophet wrote about this |in the
Scriptures;”:

6 ‘Bethiehem, in the land of Judah,
you are important among
the rulers of Judah.
Yes, a ruler will come from you,
and that ruler will lead Israel,
my people.””
Micah 5:2

“The virgin ... Immanuel” Quote from Isa. 714,

Herod Herod I (the Great), ruler of Judea, 40 B.C. to
4B.C.

Scriptures  Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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MATTHEW 2:7-18

"Then Herod had a secret meeting with
the wise men from the east. Herod learned
from the wise men the exact time they first
saw the star. Then Herod sent the wise men
to Bethlehem. Herod said to the wise men,
“Go and look carefully to find the new
baby. When you find the baby, come tell
me. Then I can go worship him too.”

9The wise men heard the king and then
left. They saw the same star they had seen
in the east. The wise men followed the star.
The star went before them until it stopped
above the place where the baby was. 0The
wise men were happy to see the star. They
were very excited. !'The wise men came to
the house where the baby was. They saw
the baby with his-mother Mary. The wise
men bowed down and worshiped the baby.
The wise men opened the gifts they brought
for the baby. They gave the baby treasures
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.* 12But
God warned the wise men in a dream. God
warned them not to go back to Herod. So
the wise men went home to their own
country a different way.

Jesus’ Parents Take Him to Egypt

BAfter the wise men left, an angel of the
Lord came to Joseph in a dream. The angel
said, “Get up! Take the baby and his mother
and escape to Egypt. Herod will start
looking for the baby. Herod wants to kill
him. So stay in Egypt until I tell you it is
safe,.”

1480 Joseph got up and left for Egypt
with the baby and the baby’s mother. They
left during the night. Joseph stayed in
Egypt until Herod died. This happened to
make clear the full meaning of what the
Lord said through the prophet. The Lord
said, “I called my son to come out of

Egypt.”*

frankincense, and myrrh  Expensive perfumes.
“Y called ... Egypt” Quote from Hos. 11:1.
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MATTHEW 2:16-23

Herod Kills the Baby Boys

6Herod saw that the wise men had
fooled him. Herod was very, very angry. So
Herod gave an order to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and in all the area around
Bethlehem. Herod had learned from the
wise fen the time |the baby was born,. It
was now two years from that time. So
Herod said to kil all the boys that were two
years old and younger. 1So the thing God
said through the prophet Jeremiah
happened:

18 “A sound was heard in Ramah.
It was bitter crying
and much sadness.
Rachel cries for her children;
and she cannot be comforted,
because her children are dead.”
Jeremiah 31:15

Joseph and Mary Return from Egypt

9After Herod died, an angel of the Lord
came to Joseph in a dream. This happened
while Joseph was in Egypt. 2The angel
said, “Get up! Take the baby and his mother
and go to Israel. The people that were trying
to kill the baby are now dead.”

2180 Joseph took the baby and the baby’s
mother and went to Israel. 22But Joseph
heard that Archelaus was now king in
Judea. Archelaus became king when his
father Herod died. So Joseph was afraid to
go there. Joseph was warned in a dream. So
Joseph left there and went to the area of
Galilee. 23Joseph went to a town called
Nazareth and lived there. And so the thing
happened that God said through the
prophets. God said that the Christ; would
be called a Nazarene.”

prophets People who spoke for God. Their writings
are part of the Old Testament. :

Nazareme A person from the city of Nazareth, a name
probably meaning “branch” (See Isa. 11:1).
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MATTHEW 3:1-10

The Work of John the Baptizer

At that time John the Baptizer came and

began preaching. He preached in the
desert area of Judea. 2John said, “Change
your hearts and lives, because the kingdom
of heaven is coming soon,” *John the
Baptizer is the one that Isaiah the prophet
was talking about. Isaiah said:

“There is a person shouting
in the desert:
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord;
make his paths straight.””
Isaiah 40:3

4John’s clothes were made from camel’s
hair. John had a leather belt around his waist.
For food, John ate locusts* and wild honey.
SPeople went to hear John preach. The
people came from Jerusalem and all Judea
and all the area around the Jordan River.
tPeople told the sins they had done, and John
baptized” them in the Jordan River.

"Many Pharisees* and Sadducees* came to
the place where John was baptizing people.
When John saw them he said to them: “You
are all snakes! Who warned you to run away
from God’s anger that is coming? #You must
do the things that show that you have really
changed your hearts and lives. *And don’t
think that you can boast and say to
yourselves, ‘Abraham is our father.” I tell
you that God could make children for
Abraham from these rocks here. 9The ax is

locusts Insects like grasshoppers. The law of Moses
said that locusts could be eaten (See Lev. 11:21-22).

baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or
bury a person or thing briefly under water.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group
that claithed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and
customs,

Sadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They
accepted only the first five books of the Old
Testament. They believed that people don’t live again
after death.
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MATTHEW 3:11-17

now ready to cut down the trees.” Every tree
that does not make good fruit will be cut
down and thrown into the fire.

11T baptize you with water to show that
you changed your hearts and lives. But
there is a person coming later that is greater
than I am. [ am not good enough to take off
his shoes for him. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12He will
come ready to clean the grain.* He will
separate the good grain from the straw. He
will put the good part of the grain into his
barn. And he will burn the part that is not
good. He will burn it with a fire that cannot
be stopped.”

Jesus Is Baptized by John

BAt that time Jesus came from Galilee to
the Jordan River. Jesus came to John and
wanted John to baptize him. “But John
tried to say that he was not good enough to
baptize Jesus. John said, “Why do you
come to me to be baptized? I should be
baptized by you!”

I5Jesus answered, “Let it be this way for
now. We should do all things that are
right.” So Jehn agreed to baptize Jesus.

16Jesus was baptized and he came up out
of the water. The sky opened, and he saw
God’s Spirit coming down on him like a
dove. '7And a voice spoke from heaven.
The voice said, “This (Jesus) is my Son
and I love him. I am very pleased with
him.”

trees  The people that don’t accept Jesus, They are like
“trees” that will be cut down.

clean the grain John means that Jesus will separate the
good people from the bad people.
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MATTHEW 4:1-9

The Temptation of Jesus

Then the Spirit* led Jesus into the deset.

Jesus was taken there to be tempted by
the devil. 2Jesus ate nothing for 40 days and
nights. After this, he was very hungry. 3The
devil came to Jesus to tempt him. The devil
said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these
rocks to become bread.”

4Jesus answered him, “It is written |in the
Scriptures,,

‘It is not just bread that keeps people
alive.
People’s lives depend on what God
S ays‘ "
Deuteronomy 8:3

5Then the devil led Jesus to the holy city
(Jerusalem). The devil put Jesus on a very
high place on the temple.” ¢The devil said,
“If you are the Son of God, junp off. Why?
Because it is written in the Scriptures,,

‘God will command his angels for you,
and their hands will catch you,
5o that you will not hit your foot
onarock.” -
Psalm 91:11-12

TJesus answered him, “It also says jin the
Scriptures,,

“You must not test (doubt) the Lord
your God,”
Deuteronomy 6:16

8Then the devil led Jesus to the top of a
very high mountain. The devil showed
Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, and all
the great things that are in those kingdoms.
9The devil said, “If you will bow down and

Spirit ~The'Holy Spirit. Also called the Spirit of God,
Spirit of Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God
and Christ, he does God’s work among people in the
world, i

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish
worship.
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MATTHEW 4:10-18

worship me, I will give you all these
things.”

10Jesus said to the devil, “Go away from
me, Satan! It is written |in the Scriptures,

“You must worship the Lord your God.
Serve only him!*”
Deuteronomy 6:13

1180 the devil left Jesus. And then some
angels came to Jesus and helped him.

Jesus Begins His Work in Galilee

12Jesus heard that John was put in
prison. So Jesus went back to Galilee.
BJesus did not stay in Nazareth. He went
and lived in Capernaum, a town near the
lake (Lake Galilee). Capernaum is in the
area near Zebulun and Naphtali. #Jesus did
this to make happen what the prophet
Isaiah said:

15 “The land of Zebulun
and the land of Naphtali,
the way to the sea,
, past the Jordan River,
Galilee, the land of non-Jewish
people—
16 those people live in darkness (sin),
buf they have seen a great light;
the light has come for those people
that live in the land that is dark like
a grave.”
Isaiah 9:1-2

1"From that time Jesus began to preach.
This is what he said: “Change your hearts
and lives, because the kingdom of heaven is
coming soon.”

Jesus Chooses Some Followers
18Jesus was walking by Lake Galilee. He
saw two brothers, Simon (called Peter) and
Simon’s brother Andrew. The two brothers
were fishermen and they were fishing in the
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MATTHEW 4:19-5:1

lake with a net. Jesus said, “Come follow
me. [ will make you |a different kind of|
fishermen. You will work to gather people,
(ot fish,.” 20Simon and Andrew left their
nets and followed Jesus.

2Jesus continued walking by Lake
Galilee. He saw two other brothers, James
and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were
in a boat with their father Zebedee. They
were preparing their nets to catch fish. Jesus
told the brothers to come with him. 2280 the
brothers left the boat and their father, and
they followed Jesus.

Jesus Teaches and Heals People

BJesus went everywhere in the country of
Galilee. Jesus taught in the synagogues® and
preached the Good News about the kingdom
of heaven. And Jesus healed all the people’s
diseases and sicknesses. 2The news about
Jesus spread all over Syria. And people
brought all the sick people to Jesus. These
sick people were suffering from different
kinds of diseases and pain. Some people
were suffering with very bad pain, some
people had demons™ inside them, some
people were epileptics,” and some people
were paralyzed (crippled). Jesus healed all
these people. Many, many people followed
Jesus. These people were from Galilee, the
Ten Towns,* Jerusalem, Judea, and the area
across the Jordan River.

Jesus Teaches the People

Jesus saw the many people that were
there. So Jesus went up on a hill and sat

synagegues Synagogues were places where Jews
gathered for prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other
public meetings.

demons Demons are evil spirits from the devil.

epileptics People with a sickness. that causes them
sometimes to lose control of their bodies.

Ten Towns Greek, “Decapolis,” an area on the east
side of Lake Galilee. It once had ten main towns.
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MATTHEW §:2-13

down. His followers came to him. 2Jesus
taught the people. He said:

3 “People that know they, have
great spiritual needs are blessed.
The kingdom of heaven belongs to
. those people.
4+ People that are sad now are blessed.
God will comfort those people.
5 People that are humble are blessed.
They will have the land God
promised,.”
6 People that want to do right
more than anything else are
blessed.
God will fully satisfy them. -
7 People that give mercy to other people’
are blessed.
Mercy will be given to them.
8 People that are pure in their thinking
are blessed.
Those people will be with God.
9 People that work to bring peace are
blessed.
God will call those people his sons.
10 People that are treated badly
for doing good are blessed.
The kingdom of heaven belongs to
those people.

1“People will say bad things against you
and hurt you. They will lie and say all kinds
of evil things against you because you
follow me. But when people do those things
to you, you are blessed. 2Be happy and
glad. You have a great reward waiting for
you in heaven. People did those same bad
things to the prophets that lived before you.

You Are like Salt and You Are like Light

13V ou are the salt of the earth. But if the
salt loses its taste, then it cannot be made
salty again. Salt is good for nothing if it

land God promised See Ps. 37:11.
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MATTHEW 5:14-20

loses its salty taste. It must be thrown out
and people walk on it.

Yoy are the light that gives light to the
world. A city that is built on a hill cannot be
hidden. 'SAnd people don’t hide a light
under a bowl. No. People put the light on a
lamp table. Then the light shines for all the
people in the house. '°In the same way, you
should be'a light for other people. Live so
that people will see the good things you do.
Live so that people will praise your Father
in heaven.

Jesus and the Old Testament Writings

1"“Don’t think that I have come to
destroy the law |of Moses, or the teaching
of the, prophets. I have not come to
destroy their teachings. I came to give full
meaning to their teachings. '*] tell you the
truth. Nothing will disappear from the law
until heaven and earth are gone. The law
will.not lose even the smallest letter or the
smallest part of a letter until all has
happened. YA person should obey every
command, even a command that does not
seem important. If a person refuses to
obey any command and teaches other
people not to obey that command, then
that person will be the least important in
the kingdom of heaven. But the person
that obeys the law and teaches other
people to'obey the law will be great in the
kingdom of heaven. 2f tell you that you
must do better than the teachers of the law
and the Pharisees. If you are not better
people, then you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven.
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Jesus Teaches About Anger

21%You have heard that it was said to our
people long ago, ‘Don’t kill any person.”
And any person that kills will be judged.’
2But I tell you, don’t be angry with another
person. Every person is your brother. If you
are angry with other people, you will be
judged. And if you say bad things to,
another person, you will be judged by the
Jewish council. And if you call another
person a fool, you will be in danger of the
fire of hell.

2“So when you offer your gift to God,
think about other people. If you are offering
your gift before the altar,* and you
remember that your brother has something
against you, 2then leave your gift there at
the altar. Go and make peace with that
person. Then come and offer your gift.

25“If your enemy is taking you to court,
then become friends with him quickly. You
should do that before you go to court. If you
don’t become his friend, then he might give
you to'the judge. And the judge might give
you to a guard to put you in jail. 26And I tell
you that you will not leave that jail until
you have paid everything you owe;

Jesus Teaches About Sexual Sin

2“You have heard that it was said,
‘Don’t do the sin of adultery.’* 28But I tell
you that if a person looks at a woman and
wants to sin sexually with her, then that
person has already done that sin with the
woman in his mind. If your right eye
makes you sin, then take it out and throw it
away. It is better to lose one ‘part of your
body than to have your whole body thrown
into hell. 3If your right hand makes you
sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better

‘Don’t ... person’  Quote from Ex, 20:13; Deut. 5:17.
altar Place where sacrifices or gifts are offered to God.
‘Don’t... adultery’ Quote from Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18.
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to lose one part of your body than for your
whole body to go into hell.

Jesus Teaches About Divorce

31“Tt was also said, ‘Any person that
divorces his wife must give her a written
notice of divorce.”™ 32But I tell you that any
person that divorces his wife is causing his
wife to be guilty of the sin of adultery.” The
only reason for a person to divorce his wife
is if his wife had sexua! relations with
another man. And any person that marries
that divorced woman is guilty of the sin-of
adultery.

About Making Promises

3“You have heard that it was said to our
people long ago, ‘When you make a vow"
(promise), don’t break that promise. Keep
the vows (promises) that you make to the
Lord.”™ ¥But I tell you, never make a vow.
Don’t make a vow using the name of
heaven, because heaven is God’s throne.
3Don’t make a vow using the name of the
earth, because the earth belongs to God.
Don’t make a vow using the name of
Jerusalem, because that is the city of the
great King (God). %And don’t even say.that
your own head is proof that you will keep
your vow. You cannot make one hair on
your head become white or black. 3Say
only ‘yes’ if you mean yes, and say only
‘no” if you mean no. If you must say more
than ‘yes’ or ‘no,” it is from the Evil One
(the devil). '

‘Any person ... divorce’ - Quote from Deut. 24:1.

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin,

vow - A very strong promise that a person makes, often
using the name of something important.

‘When ... Lord’ See Lev. 19:12; Num. 30:2;
Deut. 23:21.
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Jesus Teaches About Fighting Back

3¥You have heard that it was said, ‘An
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.™
3But I tell you, don’t stand against an evil
person. If someone hits you on the right
cheek, then turn and let him hit the other
cheek too. ¥If a person wants to sue you in
court and take your shirt, then let him have
your coat too. “IIf a soldier forces you to
walk with him one mile, then go with him
two miles. 42If a person asks you for
something, then give it to him. Don’t refuse
to give to a person that wants to borrow
from you.

Love All People

#“You have heard that it was said,
‘Love your neighbor® and hate your
enemy.’ “But I tell you, love your
enemies. Pray for those people that do bad
things to you. 4If you do this, then you
will be true sons of your Father in heaven.
Your Father lets the sun rise for the good
people and the bad people. Your Father
sends rain to people that do good and to
people that.do wrong. “If you love only
the people that love you, then you will get
no reward. Even the tax collectors* do
that. ¥7And if you are nice only to your
friends, then you are no better than other
people. Even the people without God are
nice to their friends. 4So you must be
perfect, the same as your Father in heaven
is perfect.

‘Aneye ... tooth’ Quote from Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20.

‘Love your neighbor’ Quote from Lev. 19:18.

tax collectors Jews hired by the Romans to collect
taxes. They often cheated, and the other Jews hated
them.
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MATTHEW 6:1-8

Jesus Teaches About Giving

“Be careful! When you do good things,

don’t do those things in front of people.
Don’t do those things for people to see you.
If you do that, then you will have no reward
from your Father in heaven.

#When you give to poor people, don’t
announce that you are givig. Don’t do
like the hypocrites* do. They blow
trumpets before they give so that people
will see them. They do that in the
synagogues and on the streets. They want
other people to give honor to them. 3So
when you give to poor people, give very
secretly, Don’t let any person know what
you are doing. 4Your giving should be
done in secret. Your Father can see the
things that are done in secret. And he will
reward you.

Jesus Teaches About Prayer

5“When you pray, don’t be like the
hypocrites. The hypocrites love to stand in
the synagogues and on the street corners
and pray loudly. They want people to see
them pray. I tell you the truth. They already
have their full reward. When you pray, you
should go into your room and close the
door, Then pray to your Father. He is there
in that secret place. Your Father ¢an see the
things that are done in secret. And he will
reward you.

“And when you pray, don’t be like those
people that don’t know God. They continue
saying things that mean nothing. Don’t pray
like that. They think that God will hear
them because of the many things they say.
$Don’t be like those people. Your Father
knows the things you need before you ask

hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
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like this:

‘Qur Father in heaven,
we pray that your name will always
be kept holy.
10 We pray that your kingdom will come,
and that the things you want
will be done here on earth,
the same as in heaven.
I Give us the food we need for each day.
12 Forgive the sins we have done,
the same as we have forgiven the
people that did wrong to us.
13 Don’tlet us be tempted (fested); .
but save us from the Evil One (the
devil).™

14Yes, if you forgive other people for the
things they do wrong, then your Father in
heaven will also forgive you for the things
you do wrong. 1*But if you don’t forgive the
wrong things people do to you, then your
Father in heaven will not forgive the wrong
things you do.

Jesus Teaches About Fasting

16“Wher you fast,” don’t make
yourselves look sad. The hypocrites do
that. Don’t be like the hypocrites. They
make their faces look strange to show
people that they are fasting. I tell you the
truth, those hypocrites already have their

Verse 13 Some Greek copies add: “For the kingdom

*and the power and the glory belong to you forever
and ever. Amen.”

fast To live without food for a special nme of prayer or
mourning.



ORMEH 6:17-26

THRAE RO R, EHISFLE, WET
g, CAEILAIAE R IR AR
&, BEARKRL, HBIER
Bbep TS — 1, SRR,

LHEEREEE
POORBEEEMNE CRENE
I AW E S B, ELY
IR BB T, R R B
HOREWE, 1608 ERau mik 5
mh, WASPRBME, YENIRI

DK S AR I & R 7E,

2 OCIREER SR - BYT, R
PREGR I R, AR AR BA~ 5
e B Jol T O PR ARA R
WA, AL EBBEA
TRIEE, MRRAEREH, 5k
bR bR - R, IRFZEL 4
18 JC 1 BRI !

B AR IR I AR £ P
A, WELERK T AN, Tt
BAN—TEN, Ba2LE2EHH
BN, MHEREAS—A, B
BL, ARITIAS R R B VR L7 A0 6 4R A
wAk,

BLENXERES—&
BOREURRAT, RENLERGAEE
BB RL, R E AR KR R
L EGREELEYERE, Bk
EHEKREEE, "E-FRETE

MATTHEW 6:17-26

full reward. !7So when you fast, make
yourself look nice. Wash your face.
18Then people will not know that you are
fasting. But your Father that you cannot
see will see you. Your Father sees the
things that are done in secret. And he will
reward you.

God Is More Important than Money

19“Don’t save treasures for yourselves
here on earth. Moths and rust will destroy
treasures here on earth. And thieves can
break into your house and steal the things
you have. 2080 save your treasure in heaven.
The treasures in heaven cannot be destroyed
by moths or rust. And thieves cannot break
in and steal that treasure. 2'Your heart will
be where your treasure is.

Light and Darkness

2“The eye is a light for the body. If your
eyes are good, then your whole body will be
full of light. 22But if your eyes are bad, then
your whole body will be full of darkness
(sin). And if the only light you have is
really darkness, then you have the worst
darkness.

You Can’t Serve Two Masters

“No person can serve two masters at
the same time. He will hate one master and
love the other master. Or he will follow one
master and refuse to follow the other
master. So you cannot serve God and
Money at the same time.

Put God’s Kingdom First

25“So I tell you, don’t worry about the
food you need to live. And don’t worry
about the clothes you need for your body.
Life is more important than food. And the

‘body is more important than clothes. 2Look
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MATTHEW 6:27-7:2

at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or
save food in barns. But your heavenly
Father feeds those birds. And you know that
you are worth much more than the birds.
2TYou cannot add any time to your life by
worrying about it.

28*And why do you worry about
clothes? Look at the flowers in the field.
See how they grow. They don’t work or
make clothes for themselves. 2But 1 tell
you that even Solomon, the great and rich
king, was not dressed as beautifully as
one of these flowers. 3God clothes the
grass in the field like that. That grass is
living today, but tomorrow it is thrown
into the fire to be burned. So you know
that God will clothe you much more.
Don’t have so little faith! 3!Don’t worry
and say, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’
32Al1 the people that don’t know God try
to get these things. Don’t worry, because
your Father in heaven knows that you
need these things. 3*The thing you should
want most is God’s kingdom and doing
the good things God wants you to do.
Then all these other things you need will
be given to you. #So don’t worry about
tomorrow. Each day has enough trouble
of its own. Tomorrow will have its own
worries.

Jesus Teaches About Judging People

’7 “Don’t judge other people, and God will
not judge you. 2If you judge other
people, you will be judged in the same way
you judge them. And the forgiveness you
give to other people will be given to you.
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MATTHEW 7:3-11

3*Why do you notice the small piece of
dust that is in your brother’s eye, but you
don’t notice the big piece of wood that is in
your own eye? “Why do you say to your
brother, ‘Let me take that liitle piece of
dust out of your eye’? Look at yourself
first! You still have that big piece of wood
in your own eye. SYou are a hypocrite.”
First, take the wood out of your own eye.
Then you will see clearly to take the dust
out of your brother’s eye.

6“Don’t give holy things to dogs. They
will only turn and hurt you. And don’t
throw your pearls to pigs. They will only
step on them.

Continue to Ask God for All You Need

™Continue to ask, and God will give to
you. Continue to search, and you will find.
Continue to knock, and the door will open
for you. 8Yes, if a person continues asking,
that person will receive. If a person
continues looking, that person will find.
And if a person continues knocking, the
door will open for that person.

%Do any of you have a son? If your son
asked for bread, would you give him a
rock? No! 190r if your son asked for a fish,
would you give him a snake? No! !, You
are not like God;—you are evil. But you
know how to give good things to your
children. So surely your heavenly Father
will give good things to those people that
ask him. '

hypocrite A bad-person that acts like he is good.
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MATTHEW 7:12-22

The Most Important Rule

12“Do to other people the same things
you want them to do to you. This is the
meaning of the law (of Moses, and the
teaching of the, prophets.

The Way to Heaven and the Way to Hell

13“Enter through the narrow gate |that
opens the way to heaven,. The road that
leads to hell is a very easy road. And the
gate to hell is very wide. Many people enter
that gate. “But the gate that opens the way
to true; life is very small. And the road to
(true, life is very difficult (hard). Only a few
people find that road.

Watch the Things People Do

15“Be careful of false prophets.” They
come to you and look gentle, like sheep.
But they are really dangerous (like, wolves.
18You will know these people because of
the things they do. Good things don’t come
from bad people, the same as grapes don’t
come from thorn bushes. And figs don’t
come from thorny weeds. '"In the same
way, every good tree makes good fruit. And
bad trees make bad fruit. 13A good tree
cannot make bad fruit. And a bad tree
cannot make good fruit. “Every tree that
does not make good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. 2You will know these
false people by the fruit they make (things
they do).

2“Not every person that says that I am
his Lord will enter the kingdom of heaven.
The only people that will enter the kingdom
of heaven are those people that do the
things that my Father in heaven wants. 20n
the last day many people will say to me,
“You are our Lord! We spoke for you. And
for you we forced out demons and did many

false prophets  People who say they speak for God but
do not really speak God’s truth.
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MATTHEW 7:23-8:4

miracles.” #Then I will tell those people
clearly, ‘Go away from me, you people that
do wrong, I never knew you.’

A Wise Personand a Foolish Person

%“Bvery person that hears these things I
say and obeys these things is like a wise
man. The wise man built his house on rock.
251t rained hard and the water rose. The
winds blew and hit that house. But the house
did not fall, because the house was built on
rock. 26But the person that hears the things I
teach and does not obey those things is like
a foolish man. The foolish man built his
house on sand. 27It rained hard, the water
rose, and the winds blew and hit that house.
And the house fell with a loud noise.”

8When Jesus finished saying these
things, the people were amazed at his
teaching, 2Jesus did not teach like their
teachers of the law. Jesus taught like a
person that had authority (power).

Jesus Heals a Sick Man

Jesus came down from the hill. Many,

many people followed him. 2Then a man
sick with leprosy” came to Jesus. The man
bowed down before Jesus and said, “Lord,
you have the power to heal me if you want.”

3Jesus touched the man. Jesus said, “
want to heal you. Be healed!” And
immediately the man was healed from his
leprosy. “Then Jesus said to him, “Don’t tell
any person about what happened. But go
and show yourself to the priest.* And offer
the gift that Moses commanded (for people
that are made well). This will show people
that you are healed.”

miracles Amazing works done by God’s power.

leprosy A very bad skin disease.

show yourself to the priest The law of Moses said a
priest must say when a Jew with leprosy was well.
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MATTHEW 8:5-12

Jesus Heals an Officer’s Servant

5Jesus went to the city of Capernaum.
When Jesus entered the city, an army
officer* came to him and begged for help.
6The officer said, “Lord, my servant is very
sick at home in bed. He can’t move his
body and has much pain.”

TJesus said to the officer, “I will go and
heal him.” '

8The officer answered, “Lord, I am not
good enough for you to come into my
house. All you need to do is command that
my servant be healed, and he will be
healed. °I myself am a man under the
authority (power) of other men. And I have
soldiers under my authority. I tell one
soldier, ‘Go,” and he goes. I tell another
soldier, ‘Come,’-and he comes. I say to my
servant, ‘Do this,” and my servant obeys
me. I know that you also have power like
this.” :

1When Jesus heard this, he was amazed.
Jesus said to those people that were with
him, “I tell you the truth. This man has
more faith than any person I have found,
even in Israel.” !Many people Will come
from the east and from the west. Those
people will sit and eat with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob* in the kingdom of heaven. 2And
those people (the Jews) that should have the
kingdom will be thrown out. They will be
thrown outside into the darkness. In that
place people will cry and grind their teeth
(with pain,.”

officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had
authority over 100 soldiers. )

Israel - The Jewish nation (people).

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important
Jewish leaders during the time of the Old Testament.
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MATTHEW 8:13-22

3Then Jesus said to the officer, “Go
home. Your servant will be healed the way
you believed he would.” And at that same
time his servant was healed.

Jesus Heals Many People

4Jesus went to Peter’s house. There
Jesus saw that Peter’s mother-in-law was in
bed with a high fever. ISJesus touched her
hand and the fever left her. Then she stood
up and began to serve Jesus.

16That evening people brought to Jesus
many people that had demons inside them.
Jesus spoke and the demons left the people.
Jesus healed all the people that were sick.
"Jesus did these things to make happen
what Isaiah the prophet said:

“He took away our diseases
and carried away our sicknesses.”
Isaiah 53:4

Foliowing Jesus

18Jesus saw that all the people were
around him. So Jesus told his followers to go
to the other side of the lake. Then a teacher
of the law came to Jesus and said, “Teacher,
T will follow you any place you go.”

0Jesus said to him, “The foxes have
holes to live in. The birds have nests to live
in. But the Son of Man* has no place where
he can rest his head.”

21 Another man, one of Jesus’ followers,
said to Jesus, “Lord, let me go and bury my
father first. Then I will follow you,.”

22But Jesus said to him, “Follow me,
and let the people that are dead bury their
own dead.”

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In
Dan. 7:13-14 this is the name for the Messiah, the
one God chose to save his people.
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MATTHEW 8:23--31

Jesus Stops a Storm

Blesus got into a boat and his followers
went with him, 2After the boat left the
shore, a very bad storm began on the lake.
The waves covered the boat. But Jesus was
sleeping. >The followers went to Jesus and
woke him. They said, “Lord, save us! We
will drown!”

%]Jesus answered, “Why are you afraid?
You don’t have enough faith.” Then Jesus
stood and gave a command to the wind and
the waves. The wind stopped, and the lake
became very calm.

2'The men were amazed. They said,
“What kind of man is this? Even the wind
and the water obey him!”

Jesus Heals Two Men

Jesus arrived at the other side of the
lake in the country of the Gadarene* people.
There, two men came to Jesus. They had
demons inside them. These men lived in the
burial caves. They were very dangerous. So
people could not use the road by those
caves. 2The two men came to Jesus and
shouted, “What do you want with us, Son of
God? Did you come here to punish us
before the right time?”

30Near that place there was a large herd
of pigs feeding. 'The demons begged
Jesus, “If you make us leave these men,
please send us into that herd of pigs.”

Gadarene From Gadara, an area southeast of Lake
Galilee.
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MATTHEW 8:32-9:8

32Jesus said to them, “Go!” So the
demons left those men and went into the
pigs. Then the whole herd of pigs ran down
the hill and into the lake. All the pigs
drowned in the water. The men that had
the work of caring for the pigs ran away.
They went into town and told the people
what happened. They told about all that
happened with the pigs and with the men
that had demons. *Then the whole town
went out to see Jesus. When the people saw
Jesus, they begged him to leave their area.

Jesus Heals a Crippled Man

(Jesus got into a boat and went back

across the lake to his own town. 2Some
people brought to Jesus a man that was
paralyzed (crippled). The man was lying on
his bed. Jesus saw that these people had
much faith. So Jesus said to the paralyzed
man, “Be happy, young man. Your sins are
forgwen

3Some of the teachers of the law heard
this. They said to themselves, “This man
(Jesus) speaks like he is God——that is
blasphemy.*”

4Jesus knew they were thinking this. So
Jesus said, “Why are you thinking such evil
thoughts? >6The Son of Man has power on
earth to forgive sins. But how can I prove
this to you? Maybe you are thinking it was
easy for me to say, “Your sins are forgiven.’
iNo one could see if it really happened.; But
what if I'say to the man, ‘Stand up. Take
your bed and walk’? Then you will be able to
see that I really have this power.” So Jesus
said to the paralyzed man, “Stand up. Take
your bed and go home.” "And the man stood
up and went home. 8The people saw this and
they were amazed. The people praised God
for giving power like this to men.

blasphemy Saying things against God.
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MATTHEW 9:9-15

Matthew (Levi) Follows Jesus

SWhen Jesus was leaving, he saw a man
named Matthew. Matthew was sitting in
the tax office. Jesus said to him, “Follow
me.” Then Matthew stood up and followed
Jesus.. ‘

10]egus ate dinner at Matthew’s house.
Many tax collectors and other bad people
came and ate with Jesus and his followers.
1'The Pharisees saw that Jesus was eating
with these people. The Pharisees asked
Jesus’ followers, “Why does your teacher
eat with tax collectors and other bad
people?” i

12Jesus heard the Pharisees say this. So
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Healthy people
don’t need a doctor. It is the sick people
that need a doctor. I will tell you
something, Go and learn what it means: ‘I
don’t want animal sacrifices. I want
kindness jamong people,” I did not come
to invite good people. I came to invite
sinners.”

Jesus Is Not Like Other Jews

14Then the followers of John* came to
Jesus. They said to Jesus, “We and the
Pharisees fast often. But your followers
don’t fast. Why?”

15Jesus answered, “,When there is a
wedding,, the friends of the bridegroom”
are not sad while he is with them. But the
time will come when the bridegroom will
leave them. The friends are sad when the
bridegroom leaves. Then they will fast.

‘I don’t want ... people’ Quote from Hos. 6:6.

John John the Baptizer. He preached to people about
Christ’s coming (Mt. 3; Lk. 3).

bridegroom A man that is getting married.
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MATTHEW 9:16-26

16“When a person sews a patch over a
hole on an old coat, he never uses a piece of
cloth that is not yet shrunk. If he does, the
patch will shrink and, pull away from the
coat. Then the hole will be worse. 17Also,
people never pour new wine into old wine
bags.” Why? Because the old bags will
break, The wine will spill, and the wine bags
will be ruined. But people always pour new
wine into new wine bags. Then the wine and
the wine bags will continue to be good.” -

Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl and
Heals a Sick Woman

8While Jesus was saying these things, a
leader of the synagogue came to him. The
leader bowed down before Jesus and said, “My
daughter has just died. But come and touch her
with your hand, and she will live again.”

1950 Jesus stood up and went with the
leader. Jesus’ followers went too.

There was a woman that had been
bleeding for twelve years. The woman came
behind Jesus and touched the bottom of his
coat. 2'The woman was thinking, “If [ can
touch his coat, then I will be healed.”

2Jesus turned and saw.the woman. Jesus
said, “Be happy, dear woman. You are
made well because you believed.” Then the
woman was healed.

BJesus continued going with the Jewish
leader and went into the leader’s house.
Jesus saw people there that make music for
funerals. And he saw many people there
crying because the girl died,. #Jesus said,
“Go away. The girl is not dead. She is only
asleep.” But the people laughed at Jesus.
2 After the people were put out of the house,
Jesus went into the girl’s room. Jesus held
the girl’s hand, and the girl stood up. 26The
news about this spread all around the area.

wine bags Bags made from the skin of an animal and
used for holding wine.
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MATTHEW 9:27-37

Jesus Heals More People

2TWhen Jesus was leaving there, two blind
men followed him. The blind men said loudly,
“Show kindness to us, Son of David.*”

2Jesus went inside; and the blind men
went with him. Jesus asked the men, “Do
you believe that I am able to make you see
again?” The blind men answered, “Yes,
Lord, we believe.”

2Then Jesus touched their eyes and said,
“You believe that I can make you see again,
so this will happen.” 3°Then the men were
able to see again. Jesus warned them very
strongly. Jesus said, “Don’t tell any person
about this.” 3'But the blind men left and
spread the news about Jesus all around that
area.

32When the two men were leaving, some
people brought another man to Jesus. This
man could not talk because he had a demon
inside him. 3Jesus forced the demon to
leave the man. Then the man that couldn’t
talk was able to speak. The people were
amazed and said, “We have never seen
anything like this in Israel.”

*But the Pharisees said, “The leader of
demons (the devil) is the one that gives him
(Jesus) power to force demons out,”

Jesus Feels Sorry for the People

3Jesus traveled through all the towns
and villages. Jesus taught in their
synagogues and told people the Good News
about the kingdom. And Jesus healed all
kinds of diseases and sicknesses. 36Jesus
saw the many people and felt sorry for
them. Jesus felt sorry for the people because
the people were worried and helpless. The
people were like sheep without a shepherd
to lead them. 3"Jesus said to his followers,

Son of David - Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was
from the family of David, king of Israel about 1000
years B.C.
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MATTHEW 9:38-10:11

“There are many, many people to harvest
(save). But there are only a few workers to
help harvest them. 33God owns the harvest
(people). Pray to him that he will send more
workers to help gather his harvest.”

Jesus Sends His Apostles to Preach

1 Jesus.called his twelve followers
together. Jesus gave them power over
evil spirits. Jesus gave them power to heal
every kind of disease and sickness. These
are the names of the twelve apostles™:
Simon (also called Peter) and his brother
Andrew; James, son of Zebedee, and his
brother John; Philip and Bartholomew;
Thomas and Matthew, the tax collector;
James, son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4Simon the Zealot* and Judas Iscariot. Judas
is the one that gave Jesus to his enemies.
sJesus gave these twelve apostles some
orders. Then he sent them to tell people
about the kingdom;. Jesus said, “Don’t go
to the non-Jewish people. And don’t go into
any town where the Samaritans* live. But
go to the people of Israel (the Jews). They
are like sheep that are lost. "When you go,
preach this: ‘The kingdom of heaven is
coming soon.” #Heal sick people. Give dead
people life again. Heal those people that
have leprosy. Force demons to leave
people. I give you these powers freely. So
help other people freely. *Don’t carry any
money with you—gold or silver or copper.
19Don’t carry a bag. Take for your trip only
the clothes and shoes you are wearing.
Don’t take a walking stick. A worker
should be given the things he needs.
“When you enter a city or town, find

apostles  The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers.

Zealot The Zealots were a Jewish political group.

Samaritans People from Samaria. They were part
Jewish, but the Jews did not accept them as pure
Jews.
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MATTHEW 10:12-20

some worthy person there and stay in his
home until you leave. 2When you enter
that home say, ‘Peace be with you.” BIf
the people in that home welcome you,
then they are worthy of your peace. May
they have the peace you wished them.
But if the people don’t welcome you,
then they are not worthy of your peace.
Take back the peace you wished for
them. And if a home or town refuses to
welcome you or listen to you, then leave
that place. Shake their dust off your
feet.* 11 tell you the truth. On the
judgment day it will be worse for that
town than for the towns of Sodom and
Gomorrah.*

Jesus Warns About Troubles

16“Listen! I am sending you, and you
will be like sheep among wolves. So be
smart like snakes. But also be like doves
and do nothing wrong. "Be careful of
people. They will arrest you and take you
to be judged. They will whip you in their
synagogues. ¥You will be taken to stand
before governors and kings. People will
do this to you because of me. You will
tell about me to those kings and
governors and to the non-Jewish people.
YWhen you are arrested, don’t worry
about what to say or how you should say
it. At that time you will be given the
things to say. It will not really be you
speaking. The Spirit of your Father will
be speaking through you.

Shake their dust off your feet A warning. It would
show that they were finished talking to these people.

Sodom and Gomorrah Cities that God destroyed to
punish the evil people that lived there.
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MATTHEW 10:21-29

N“Brothers will turn against their own
brothers and give them to be killed.
Fathers will turn against their own
children and give them to be killed.
Children will fight against their own
parents and will send their parents to be
killed. 22All people will hate you because
you follow me. But the person that
continues strong until the end will be
saved. 2When you are treated badly in
one city, go to another city. I tell you the
truth. You will not finish going through
all the cities of Israel before the Son of
Man comes again.

24“A student is not better than his
teacher. A servant is not better than his
master. 25A student should be satisfied to
become like his teacher. A servant
should be satisfied to become like his
master, If the head of the family is called
Beelzebul (the devil), then the other
members of the family will be called
worse names!

Fear God, Not People

26“So don’t be afraid of those people.
Everything that is hidden will be shown.
Everything that is secret will be made
known. 271 tell you these things in the
dark (secretly). But I want you to tell
these things in the light. I speak these
things quietly and only to you. But you
should fell these things freely to all
people. 2Don’t be afraid of people.
They can only kill the body. They
cannot kill the soul, The only one you
should fear is the One (God) that can
destroy the body and the soul. He can
send the body and the soul to hell.
2When birds are sold, two small birds
cost only a penny. But not even one of
those little birds can die without your
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MATTHEW 10:30-41

Father allowing it. ¥God ‘even knows
how many hairs are on your head. 3!So
don’t be afraid. You are worth much more
than many birds.

Telling People About Your Faith

32“When a person stands before other
people and says he believes in me, then I
will say that person belongs to me. I will
say this before my Father m heaven. 3But
when a person stands before people and
says he does not believe in me, then I will
say that person does not belong to me, I will
say this before my Father in heaven.

Following Jesus May Bring Trouble -

3“Don’t think that I have come to bring
peace to the earth. I did not come to bring
peace. I came to bring a sword. 35-36] have
come to make this happen:

“The people in a person’s own family
will be his enemies.
A son will be against his father.
A daughter will be against her mother.
A, daughter-in-law will be against
her mother-in-law.” Micah 7:6

37“Any person that loves his father or
mother more than he loves me is not good
eniough to follow me. Any person who loves
his son or daughter more than he loves me is
not good enough to follow me. 3If a person
will not accept the cross (suffering) that will
be given to him when he follows me, then
that person is not good enough for me, ¥Any
person that Joves his life more than he loves
me, will lose true life. Any person that gives
up his life for me will find true life.

God Will Bless People Who Accept You

“The person that accepts you also accepts
me.  And the person that accepts me also
accepts the One (God) that sent me. 4/Any
person that meets a prophet and accepts him
will get the reward of a prophet. And any
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MATTHEW 10:42-11:9

person that accepts a good man because that
man is good will get the reward of a good
man. “2If any person helps one of these little
ones because they are my followers, then
that person will truly get his reward. That
person will get his reward even if he only
gave my follower a cup of cold water.”

Jesus and John the Baptizer

1 Jesus finished telling these things to

his twelve followers. Then Jesus left
there and went to the towns in Galilee to
teach and preach.

2John the Baptizer was in prison. He
heard about the things Christ was doing. So
John sent some of his followers to Jesus.
3John’s followers asked Jesus, “Are you the
man that John said, was coming, or should
we wait for another man?”

4Jesus answered, “Go back to John and
tell him about the things that you hear and
see: SBlind people are able to see again;
crippled people are able to walk again;
people that have leprosy are healed; deaf
people can hear again; dead people are
raised from death; and the Good News" is
told-to the poor people. “The person that can
accept” me is blessed.”

"While John’s followers were leaving,
Jesus began talking to the people about
John. Jesus said, “What did you people go
out to the desert.to see? A weed” blown by
the wind? No! SReally, what did you go out
to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No!
Those people that wear fine clothes live in
king’s palaces. So what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, and I tell you, John is

Good News' The news that God has made a way for
people to have their sins forgiven and live with God
forever.

can aceept  Literally, “is not offended by.”

weed Literally, “reed.” Jesus means that John was not
weak.
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MATTHEW 11:10-19

more than a prophet. °This Scripture® was
written about John:

‘Listen! I (God) will send my helper*
ahead of you.
He will prepare the way for you.’
Malachi 3:1

117 tell you the truth: John the Baptizer is
greater than any man that has ever lived.
But even the least important person in the.
kingdom of heaven is greater than John.
128ince the time John the Baptizer came
until now, the kingdom of heaven has been
going forward strongly.” People using force
have been trying to get the kingdom. Al
the prophets and the law |of Moses; spoke
until the time John came. They told about
the things that would happen. “And if you
will believe the things the law and the
prophets said, then you will believe that
John is Elijah.* The law and the prophets
said he would come. 5You people that hear
me, listen!

16“What can [ say about the people that
live today? What are they like? The people
today are like children sitting in the market
place. One group of children calls to the
other group,

17" “We played music for you,
but you did not dance;
we sang a sad song,
but you were not sad.’

'8 Why do I say people are like that,?
Because John came and he did not eat |like
other people, or drink wine. And people
say, ‘He has a demon inside him.” !9The
Son of Man came eating |like other people,

Scripture  Part of the Holy Writings—Old Testament.
helper Literally, “messenger.”

has been ... strongly - Or, “has suffered violence.”
Elijah  See Mal. 4:5-6.
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MATTHEW 11:20-24

and drinking wine, and people say, ‘Look at
him! He eats too much and drinks too much
wine. He is a friend of tax collectors and
other bad people.” But wisdom is shown to
be right by the things it does.” :

Jesus Warns People That Don't Believe

NThen Jesus criticized the cities where
he did most of his miracles.” Jesus
criticized those cities because the people
there did not change their lives and stop
sinning. 2'Jesus said, “It will be bad for
you Chorazin.” It will be bad for you
Bethsaida.” T did many miracles in you. If
those same miracles had happened in Tyre
and Sidon,” then those people in Tyre and
Sidon would have changed their lives a
long time ago. Those people would have
worn sackcloth® and put ashes on
themselves to show that they were sorry
for their sins. 22But [ tell you, on the day
of judgment it will be worse for you than
for Tyre and Sidon. 2And you,
Capernaum,* will you be lifted up to
heaven? No! You will be thrown down to
the place of death. I did many miracles in
you. If those same miracles had happened
in Sodom, ;the people of, Sodom would
have stopped sinning and it; would still be
a city today. But I tell you it will be
worse for you in the day of judgment than
for Sodom.”

miracles Amazing works done by the power of God.

Chorazin, Bethsaida, Capernanm - Towns by Lake
Galilee where Jesus preached to the people.

Tyre and Sidon Towns in Lebanon where bad people
lived.

sackeloth A rough cloth made from animal hair.
People sometimes wore it to show sadness.
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MATTHEW 11:25-12:4

Jesus Offers Rest to His People

ZThen Jesus said, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth. I praise you
because you have hidden these things
from the wise and smart people. But you
have shown these things to people that are
like little children. 26Yes, Father, you did
this because this is what you really
wanted to do. ,

21“My Father has given me all things. No
person knows the Son—only the Father
knows the Son. And no person knows the
Father—only the Son knows the Father.
And the only people that will know about
the Father are those people the Son chooses
to tell.

28“Come to me all you people that are
tired and have heavy burdens. I will give
you rest. Accept my work and learn
from me. I am gentle and humble in
spirit. And you will find rest for your
souls. 3Yes, the work that I ask you to
accept is easy. The burden I give you to
carry is not heavy.”

Some Jews Criticize Jesus

1 About that same time, Jésus was

walking through the fields of grain on
a Sabbath day.” Jesus’ followers were with
him, and they were hungry. So the
followers began to pick the grain and eat it.
2The Pharisees saw this. They said to Jesus,
“Look! Your followers are doing something
that is against the | Jewish, law to do on the
Sabbath day.”

3Jesus said to them, “You have read
what David* did when he and the people
with him were hungry. ‘David went into
God’s house. David and the people with

Sabbath day The seventh day of the Jewish week. It
was a special religious day for the Jews.
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
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him ate the bread that was offered to God.
It was against the law for David or the
people with him to eat that bread. Only the
priests were allowed to eat it. SAnd you
have read in the law (of Moses, that on
every Sabbath day the priests in the temple
break the law about the Sabbath day. But
the priests are not wrong for doing that. 61
tell you that there is something here that is
greater than the temple. "The Scripture
says, ‘I don’t want animal sacrifices; I want
kindness ;among people;.’* You don’t
really know what those words mean. If you
understood those words, then you would
not judge those people that have done
nothing wrong.

%The Son of Man is Lord (ruler) over
the Sabbath day.”

Jesus Heals a Man’s Crippled Hand

9Jesus left that place and went into their
synagogue.” 1%In the synagogue there was a
man with a crippled hand. Some Jews there
were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus of
doing wrong. So they asked Jesus, “Is it
right to heal on the Sabbath day?™

!Jesus answered, “If any of you has a
sheep, and the sheep falls into a ditch on the
Sabbath day, then you will take the sheep
and help it out of the ditch. 2Surely a man
is more important than a sheep. So the law
jof Moses, allows people to do good things
on the Sabbath day.”

3Then Jesus said to the man with the
crippled hand, “Let me see your hand.” The
man put his hand out for Jesus, and the
hand became well again, the same as the

‘T don’t ... people’ Quote from Hos. 6:6.

synagogue Synagogues were places where Jews
gathered for prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other
public meetings.

“Is it right ... day” It was against Jewish law to work
on the Sabbath day.
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other hand. “But the Pharisees left and
made plans to kill Jesus.

Jesus Is God’s Chosen Servant

BJesus knew what the Pharisees were
doing. So Jesus left that place. Many
people followed Jesus, and he healed all
the sick people. But Jesus warned the
people not to tell other people who he
was. 17Jesus did these things to make
happen what Isaiah the prophet said.
Isaiah said,

18 “Here is my servant;
I (God) have chosen him.
I love hiny and [ am pleased with him;
T'will put my Spirit on him,
and he will judge the nations
fairly.
19 He will not argue or shout;
People will not hear his voice in
the streets.
% He will not break the reed
that is already bent;
He will not stop the light
that has almost stopped burning,
He will continue until he makes fair
judgment win the victory.
2 All people will hope in him,”
Isaiah 42:14

Jesus’ Power Is from God

22Then some people brought a man to
Jesus. This man was blind and could not
talk, because he had a demon inside him.
Jesus healed the man, and the man could
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talk and see. 2All the people were amazed.
The people said, “Maybe this man (Jesus) is
the Son of David (that God promised to
send to us;!”

%The Pharisees heard the people:saying
this. The Pharisees said, “Jesus uses the
power of Beelzebul (the devil) to force
demons out of people. Beelzebul is the ruler
of demons.”

5Jesus knew the things that the Pharisees
were thinking. So Jesus said to them, “Every
kingdom that is fighting against itself will be
destroyed. And every city that is divided
cannot continue. And every family that is
divided cannot succeed. 26So if Satan (the
devil) forces out his own demons,” then
Satan is divided. And his kingdom will not
be able to continue. 27You say that I use the
power of Satan when 1 force out demons. If
that is true, then what power do your people
use when they force out demons? So your
own people prove that you are wrong. #But
I use the power of God’s Spirit to force out
demons. This shows that the kingdom of
God has come to you.

24If a person wants to enter a strong
man’s house and steal his things, first the
person must tie the strong man. Then the
person can steal the things from the strong
man’s house.

304If a person is not with me, then he is
against me. The person that does not work
with me is working against me. 3!So I tell
you, people can be forgiven of every sin
they do. And people can be forgiven for
every bad thing they say. But if a person
speaks against (refuses to accept) the Holy
Spirit, then that person will not be forgiven.
32Any person that says things against the
Son of Man can be forgiven. But any person

if Satan ... demons Literally, “if Satan forces out
Satan.”
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MATTHEW 12:33-41

that says things against the Holy Spirit will
not be forgiven. That person will not be
forgiven now or in the future.

The Tﬁings You Do Show What You Are

34 you want good fruit, you must make
the tree good. If your tree is not good then it
will have bad fruit. A tree is known by the
kind of fruit it makes. 3You snakes! You
are evil people! How can you say anything
good? The mouth speaks the things that are
in the heart. A good person has good
things saved in his heart. And so he speaks
the good things that come from his heart,
But an evil person has evil saved in his
heart. So he speaks the evil things that come
from his heart. 26And I tell you that people
will have to explain about every careless
thing they have said. This will happen on
the day of judgment. 3"The words you have
said will be used to judge you. Some of
your words will make you right, but some
of your words will make you guilty.”

The Jews Ask Jesus for Proof

3¥Then ‘some of the Pharisees and
teachers of the law answered Jesus. They
said, “Teacher, we want to see you do a
miracle” as & sign (proof).”

“ PJesus answered, “Evil and sinful people
are the ones that want to see a miracle for a
sign (proof). But no miracle will be given as
a sign to those people. The only sign will be
the miracle that happened to the prophet
Jonah. #Jonah was in the stomach of the
big fish for three days and three nights. In
the same way, the Son of Man will be in the
grave three days and three nights. 4/And on
the judgment day the men from Nineveh*
will stand up with you people that live
today, and they will show that you are
wrong (guilty). Why? Because when Jonah

miracle  Amazing work done by the power of God,
Nineveh City where Jonah preached. Read Jonah 3.
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preached to those people, they changed
their lives. And I tell you that I am greater
than Jonah! 420n the judgment day, the
Queen of the South* will stand up with you
people that live today, and she will show
that you are wrong (guilty). Why? Because
that queen traveled from far, far away to
listen to Solomon’s wise teaching. And 1
tell you that I am greater than Solomon!

People Today Are Fuli of Evil

43“When an evil spirit ,from the devil,
comes out of a person, that spirit travels
through dry places looking for a place to
rest. But that spirit finds no place to rest.
480 the spirit says, ‘T will go back to the
home (person) 1 left.” When the spirit
comes back to that person, the spirit finds
that home (person) still empty. That home
is swept clean and made neat. “Then the
evil spirit goes out and brings seven other
spirits more evil than itself. Then all the
spirits go into that person and live there.
And that person has even more trouble than
he had before. It is the same way with the
evil people that live today.”

Jesus’ Followers Are His Family

4While Jesus was talking to the people
his mother and brothers stood outside. They
wanted to talk to Jesus. A person told
Jesus, “Your mother and brothers are waiting
for you outside. They want to talk to you.”

“Jesus answered, “Who is my mother?
Who aré my brothers?” 4Then Jesus
pointed to his followers and said, “See!
These people are my mother and my
brothers. 5'My true brother and sister and
mother is any person that does the things
my Father in heaven wants.” ’

Queen of the South Queen of Sheba. She traveled
1000 miles to learn God’s wisdom from Solomon.
Read 1 Kings10:1-13.
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MATTHEW 13:1-14

A Story About Planting Seed

1 That same day Jesus went out of the
house and sat by the lake. ZMany,
many people gathered around Jesus. So Jesus
got into a boat and sat down. All the people
stayed on the shore. *Then Jesus used stories
to teach the people many things. Jesus said:
“A farmer went out to plant his seed. While
the farmer was planting, some seed fell by
the road. The birds came and ate all that
seed. SSome seed fell on rocky ground. The
ground there did not have enough dirt, The
seed grew very fast there, because the
ground was not deep. ®But when the sun
rose, it burned the plants. The plants died
because they did not have deep roots. ’Some
other seed fell among thorny weeds. The
weeds grew and stopped the good plants
from growing. 8Some other seed fell on good
ground. In the good ground, the seed grew
and made grain. Some plants made 100
times more grain. Some plants made 60
times more, and some made 30 times more
grain. 9You people that hear me, listen!”

Why Jesus Used Stories to Teach

0The followers-came to Jesus and -asked,
“Why do yeu use these stories to teach the
people?”

1Jesus answered, “Only you can know
the secret truths about the kingdom of
heaven. Those other people cannot know
these secret truths, 2The person that has
isome understanding; will be given more.
And he will have even more than he needs.
But the person that does not have jmuch
understanding, will lose even the little
wunderstanding that he has. 13This is why I
use these stories to teach the people: The
people see, but they don’t really see. The
people hear, but they don’t really
understand. 14So these people show that the
things Isaiah said about them are true:
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“You people will listen
and you will hear,
but you will not understand.
You people will look
and you will see,
but you will not understand
what you see.
Yes, the hearts (minds) of these people
(the Jews) are now hard,
These people have ears,
but they don’t listen,
and they refuse to see  the truth,,
This has happened so that they will not
see with their eyes,
hear with their ears,
understand with their minds.
This has happened so that they will not
turn to me to heal them.’
Isaiah 6:9-10

16But you are blessed. You understand the
things you see with your eyes. And you
understand the things you hear with your
ears. "l tell you the truth. Many prophets*
and good people wanted to see the things
that you now see. But they did not see these
things. And many prophets and good people
wanted to hear the things that you now hear.
But they did not hear these things.

15

Jesus Explains the Seeds

1850 listen to the meaning of that story
about the farmer. What is the seed that fell
by the path? That seed is like the person
that hears the teaching about the kingdom
but does not understand it. The Evil One
(the devil) comes and takes away the things
that were planted in that person’s heart.
0And what is the seed that fell on rocky
ground? That seed is-like the person that
hears the teaching and quickly and gladly
accepts that teaching, 2'But that person does

prophets People that spoke for God. Their writings are
part of the Old Testament.
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not let the teaching go deep into his life. He
keeps that teaching only a short time. When
trouble or persecution™ comes because of
the teaching he accepted, then he quickly
quits. 2And what is the seed that fell among
the thorny weeds? That seed is like the
person that hears the teaching but lets
worties about this life and love for money
stop that teaching from growing. So the
teaching does not make fruit* in that
person’s life;. 2But what is the seed that
fell on the good ground? That seed is like
the person that hears the teaching and
understands it. That person grows and
makes fruit, sometimes 100 times more,
sometimes 60 times more, and sometimes
30 times more.”

A Story About Wheat and Weeds

AThen Jesus used another story to teach
them. Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven
is like-a man that planted good seed in his
field. 2That night, all the people were
asleep. The man’s enemy came and planted
weeds among the wheat. Then the enemy
went away. 2Later, the wheat grew and
heads of grain grew on the wheat plants.
But at the same time the weeds also grew.
2Then the man’s servants came to him and
said, “You planted good seed in your field.
Where did the weeds come from?’

28“The man answered, ‘An enemy
planted weeds.’

“The servants asked, ‘Do you want us to
go pull the weeds?’

2“The man answered, ‘No, because
when you pull up the weeds you rmght also
pull up the wheat, ®Let the weeds and the
wheat grow together until the harvest time.
At the harvest time I will tell the workers
this: First gather the weeds and tie them

persecution Being hurt or bothered by God’s enemies.
make fruit The good things God wants his people to do.
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MATTHEW 13:31-39

together to be burned. Then gather the
wheat and bring it to my barn,””

Jesus Teaches with More Stories

3IThen Jesus told the people another
story: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed. A person plants that seed in
his field. 32That seed is one of the smallest
of all seeds. But when the seed grows, it is
one of the largest garden plants. It becomes
a tree, big enough for the birds to come and
make nests in its branches.”

3Then Jesus told the people another
story: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast
that a woman mixes into a big bowl of flour
to make bread. The yeast makes all the
dough (bread) rise.”

MJesus used ‘stories to tell all these things
to the people. Jesus always used stories to
teach the people. 3¥This is the same as what
the prophet said:

“I will speak using stories;
T will tell things that have been secrets
since the world was made.”
Psalm 78:2

Jesus Explains a Hard Story

36Then Jesus left the people and went
into the house. His followers came to him
and said, “Explain to us the meaning of the
story about the weeds in the field.”

3Jesus answered, “The person that
planted the good seed in the field is the Son
of Man. *¥The field is the world. The good
seed are all of God’s childrenin the
kingdom. The weeds are those people that
belong to the Evil One (the devil). **And the
enemy that planted the bad seed is the devil.
The harvest time is the end of the world.”
And the workers that gather are God’s
angels.

world - Literally, “age,” or “time.”
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4“The weeds are pulled up and burned
in the fire. It will be the same at the end of
the world. 4'The Son of Man will send his
angels, and his angels will find the people
that cause sin‘and all people that do evil.
The apgels will take those people out of his
kingdom. “2The angels will throw those
people into the place of fire. In that place
the people will be crying and grinding their
teeth ;with pain). *Then the good people
will shine like the sun, They will be in the
kingdom of their Father. You people that
hear me, listen!

Stories About a Treasure and a Pearl

#“The kingdom of heaven is like a
treasure hidden in a field. One day a man
found the treasure. The man was very
happy to find the treasure. He hid the
treasure in the field again. The man went
and sold everything that he owned to buy
that field.

45“Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a
salesman looking for fine pearls. “One day
the salesman found a very fine pearl. The
salesman went and sold everything he had
to buy that pearl.

A Story About a Fishing Net

47“Also, the kingdom of heaven is like a
net that was put into the lake. The net
caught many different kinds of fish. 4The
net became full, so the fishermen pulled the
net to the shore. The fishermen sat down
and put all the good fish in baskets. Then
they threw away the bad fish. #It will be the
same at the end of the world, The angels
will come and separate the evil people from
the good people. **The angels will throw
the evil people into the place of fire. In that
place the people will cry and grind their
teeth | with pain,.”
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MATTHEW 13:51-14:2

51 Then Jesus asked his followers,; “Do
you understand all these things?”

The followers said, “Yes, we
understand.”

S2Then Jesus said to the followers, “So
every teacher of the law who has been
taught about the kingdom of heaven is like
the owner of a house. That person has new
things and old things saved in that house.
And that person brings out those new things
and old things.”

Jesus Goes to His Home Town

53When Jesus finished teaching with
these stories, he left there. Jesus went to
the town where he grew up. Jesus taught the
people in the synagogue, and:the people
were amazed. The people said, “Where did
this man get this wisdom and this power to
do miracles? S5This is only the son of the
carpenter. And his mother is Mary. His
brothers are James, Joseph, Simon and
Judas. 56And all his sisters are here with us.
So where does this man get this wisdom
and the power to do these things?” S’And
the people refused to accept Jesus.

But Jesus said to the people, “Other
people give honor to a prophet. But people
in that prophet’s own town or own home
don’t give honor to him.”

58The people there did not believe in Jesus.
So Jesus did not do many miracles there.

Herod Hears About Jesus

1 At that time Herod,” the ruler |of
Galilee,, heard the things people said

about Jesus. 280 Herod said to his servants,

“This man (Jesus) is really John the

Baptizer. He must have risen from death.

That is why he is able to do these miracles.”

Herod Herod Antipas, the son of Herod the Great.
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MATTHEW 14:3-14

How John the Baptizer Was Killed

3Before this time, Herod had arrested
John. Herod had tied John with chains and
put him into prison. Herod arrested John
because of Herodias. Herodias was the wife
of Philip, Herod’s brother. “Herod arrested
John because John told Herod: “It is not
right for you to have Herodias.” SHerod
wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the
people. The people beheved that John was a
prophet.

0n Herod’s birthday, the daughter of
Herodias danced for Herod and his group.
Herod was very pleased with her. 7So
Herod promised that he would give her
anything she wanted. $Herodias told her
daughter what to ask for. So she said to
Herod, “Give me the head of John the
Baptizer here on this plate.” “King Herod
was very sad. But he had promised to give
the daughter anything she wanted. And the
people eating with Herod had heard his
promise. So Herod ordered that the thing
she asked be done. 19He sent men to cut
off John’s-head in the prison. "And the
men brought John's head on a plate and
gave it to the girl. Then the girl took the
head to her mother, Herodias. '2John’s
followers came and got his body and
buried it. Then they went and told Jesus
what happened.

Jesus Feeds More than 5,000 People

13When Jesus heard what happened to
John, Jesus left in a boat. Jesus went alone
to a place where there were no people. But
the people heard that Jesus left. So the
people left their towns and followed Jesus.
They went by land to the same place Jesus
went. “When Jesus came there, he saw
many, many people there. Jesus felt sorry
for them, and he healed the people that
were sick.
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MATTHEW 14:15-26

BLate that afternoon, the followers came
to Jesus and said, “No people live in this
place. And it is already late. Send the
people away so they can go to the towns
and buy food for themselves.”

16Jesus answered, “The people don’t need
to go away. You give them some food to eat.”

1"The followers answered, “But we have
only five loaves of bread and two fish.”

18Jesus said, “Bring the bread and the
fish to me.” ¥Then Jesus told the people to
sit down on the grass. Jesus took the five
loaves of bread and the two fish. Jesus
looked into the sky and thanked God for the
food. Then Jesus divided the loaves of
bread. Jesus gave the bread to the followers,
and the followers gave the bread to the
people. 20All the people ate and were filled.
After the people finished eating, the
followers filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of food that were not eaten. 2! There
were about 5,000 men there that ate, There
were also women and children that ate.

Jesus Walks on the Lake

2Then Jesus made the followers get into
the boat. Jesus told them to go to the other
side of the lake. Jesus said that he would
come later. Jesus stayed there to tell the
people they could go home. ZAfter Jesus
said good-bye to the people, he went-up into
the hills. Jesus went there alone to pray. It
was late, and Jesus was there alone. 24At
this time, the boat was already far away on
the lake. The boat was having trouble
because of the waves. The w1nd was
blowing against it.

“Between three and six o clock in the
morning, Jesus’ followers were still in the
boat. Jesus came to them. He was walking
on the water. 26The followers saw Jesus
walking on the water and they were afraid.
They said, “It’s a ghost!” The followers
shouted with fear.
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MATTHEW 14:27-15:2

2But Jesus quickly spoke to them. Jesus
said, “Don’t worry! It’s me! Don’t be
afraid.” ,

28Peter said, “Lord, if that is really
you, then tell me to come to you on the
water,”

BJesus said, “Come, Peter.”

Then Peter left the boat and walked on
the water to Jesus. 3But while Peter was
walking on the water, he saw the wind and
the waves. Peter became afraid and began
sinking down into the water. Peter shouted,
“Lord, save me!”

31Then Jesus caught Peter with his hand.
Jesus said, “Your faith is small. Why did
you doubt?”

32After Peter and Jesus were in the
boat, the wind became calm. 33Then
those followers in the boat worshiped
Jesus and said, “Truly you are the Son of
God.” ‘

MAfter they crossed the lake, they came
to the shore at Gennesaret. 35The people in
that place.saw Jesus. They knew who he
was. So they told the other people all
around there that Jesus had come. The
people brqught all their sick people to
Jesus. ¥The people begged Jesus to let
them only touch his coat to be healed. And
all the sick people that touched Jesus’ coat
were healed.

God’s Law and People’s Rules

1 5 Then 'some Pharisees and teachers of

the law came to Jesus. They came
from Jerusalem and asked Jesus, 2“Why do
your followers not obey the rules given to
us by our great people that lived before us?
Your followers don’t wash their hands
before they eat!”
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3Jesus answered, “And why do you refuse
to obey God’s command so that you can
follow those rules you have? “God said,
‘You must honor (respect) your father and
mother.”™ And God also said, ‘Any person
that says bad things to his father or mother
must be killed.”* SBut you teach that a person
can say to his father or mother, ‘I have
something I could use to help you. But I'will
not use it to help you. I will give it to God.’
You teach that person to not honor his
father. So you teach that it is not important to
do what God said. You think that it is more
important to follow those rules you have.
TYou are hypocrites! Isaiah was right when
he spoke about you. Isaiah said:

¢ “These people say they honor me,
but they don’t really make me
an important part of their lives.
9 Their worship of me is for nothing.
The things they teach are only rules
that people have made.””
Isaiah 29:13

WJesus called the people to him. Jesus
said, “Listen and understand what I am
saying, 111t is not the things a person puts in
his mouth that make him wrong.” It is the
things a person says with his mouth that
make him wrong.”

2Then the followers came to Jesus and
asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees are
angry because of what you said?”

Besus answered, “Every plant that my
Father in heaven has not planted himself will
be pulled up by the roots. Stay away from
the Pharisees. They lead the people, but they
are like blind men leading other blind men.

‘You must honor ... mother’ Quote from Ex. 20:12;
Deut. 5:16.
‘Any person ... killed’ Quote from Ex. 21:17.

wrong Literally, “unclean” or “not pure.”
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MATTHEW 15:15-27

And if 4 blind man leads another blind man,
then both men will fall into a hole.”

I5Peter said, “Explain to us what you said
earlier to the people.”

16Jesus said, “You still have trouble
understanding? 7Surely you know that all
the food that enters a person’s mouth goes
into the stomach. Then that food goes out of
the body. !*But the bad things a person says
with his mouth come from the way a person
thinks.-And these are the things that make a
person wrong. YAl these bad things begin
in a person’s mind: evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, sexual sins, stealing, lying, saying
bad things against other people. 2These
things make a person wrong. But not
washing his hands before he eats does not
make a person wrong.”

Jesus Helps a Non-Jewish Woman

2Jesus left that place and went to the
area of Tyre and Sidon. 22A Canaanite
woman from that area came to Jesus. The
woman shouted, “Lord, Son of David,
please help me! My daughter has a demon
inside hef, and she is suffering very
much.”

2But Jesus did not answer the woman,
So the followers came to Jesus and begged
him, “Tell the woman to go away. She is
following us and shouting.”

%Jesus said, “God sent me only to the
lost people® of Israel (the Jews).”

25Then the woman came to Jesus again.
She bowed before Jesus and said, “Lord,
help me!”

%Jesus answered, “It is not right to take
the children’s bread and give it to the
dogs‘77 . N

2The woman said, “Yes, Lord, but even
the dogs eat the pieces of food that fall from
their master’s table.”

people Literally, “sheep.”
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MATTHEW 15:28-36

28Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you
have great faith! I will do the thing you
wanted me to do.” And at that time the
woman'’s daughter was healed.

Jesus Heals Many People

YThen Jesus left that place and went to
the-shore of Lake Galilee. Jesus went up on
a hill and sat down.

¥Many, many people came to Jesus.
These people brought many other sick
people and put the sick people before
Jesus. There were people that could not
walk, blind people, crippled people, deaf
people, and many others. Jesus healed all
these people. 3'People. were amazed when
they saw that people that could not speak
were able to speak again. Crippled people
were made strong again. People that could
not walk were able to walk again. The
blind were able to see again. All the
people thanked the God of Israel (the
Jews) for this.

Jesus Feeds More than 4,000 People

32Jesus called his followers to him and
said, “I feel sorry for these people. They
have been with me three days, and now they
have nothing to eat. I don’t want to send
them away hungry. They might faint while
going home.”

3The followers asked Jesus, “Where can
we get enough bread to feed all these
people? We are far away from any town.”

#Jesus asked, “How many loaves of
bread do you have?”

The followers answered, “We have seven
loaves of bread and a few small fish.”

3Jesus told the people to sit on the
ground. 3Jesus took the seven loaves of
bread and the fish. Then Jesus gave thanks
to God for the food. Jesus divided the
food and gave it to the followers. The
followers gave the food to the people.
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MATTHEW 15:37-16:5

3TAll the people ate and were full. After
this, the followers filled seven baskets
with the pieces of food that were not
eaten, ¥There were about 4,000 men there
that ate. There were also women and
children that ate. 3After they ate, Jesus
told the people they could go home. Jesus
got into the boat and went to the area of
Magadan.

The Jewish Leaders Test Jesus

1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came to

Jesus. They wanted to test Jesus. So
they asked Jesus to show them a miracle” to
prove that he was from God.

2Jesus answered, “When you people see
the sunset, you know what the weather will
be. If the sky is red, then you say we will
have good weather. 3And in the morning
you watch the sunrise. If the sky is dark
and red, then you say that it will be a rainy
day. These things are signs of the weather.
You see these signs in the sky and you
know what they mean. In the same way,
you see the things that are happening now.
These things are also signs. But you don’t
know the meaning of these signs, 4Evil and
sinful people are the kind of people that
want a miracle for a sign (proof). But those
people will have no sign—only the sign of
Jonah.*” Then Jesus left that place and
went away.

Warning About the Jewish Leaders

SJesus and his followers went across the
lake (Lake Galilee). But the followers

miracle An amazing work done by the power of God.

sign of Jonah Jonah’s three days in a big fish are like
Jesus’ three days in the grave. Read the book of
Jonah in the Old Testament.
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MATTHEW 16:6-16

forgot to bring bread. %Jesus said to the
followers, “Be careful! Guard against the
yeast (bad influence) of the Pharisees and
the Sadducees.” ‘
+ TThe followers discussed the meaning of
this. They said, “Did Jesus say this because
we forgot to bring bread?”

tJesus knew that the followers were
talking about this. So Jesus asked them,
“Why are you talking about not having
bread? Your faith is small. 9You still don’t
understand? Remember-the five loaves of
bread that fed the 5,000 people? And
remember that you filled many baskets
(with bread after the people finished
eating? "And remember the seven loaves
of bread that fed the 4,000 people?
Remember that you filled many baskets
with bread after the people finished
eating,? 1'So T was not talking to you about
bread. Why don’t you understand that? [ am
telling you to be careful and guard against
the yeast (bad influence) of the Pharisees
and the Sadducees.”: -

2Then the followers understood what
Jesus meant. Jesus was not telling them to
guard against the yeast used in bread. Jesus
was telling them to guard against the
teaching of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.

Peter Says That Jesus Is the Christ

13Jesus went to the area of Caesarea
Philippi. Jesus said to his followers, “I am the
Son of Man. Who do the people say I am?”

4The followers answered, “Some people
say you are John, the Baptizer. Other people
say you are Elijah.” And some people say that
you are Jeremiah” or one of the prophets.”

I5Then Jesus said to his followers, “And
who do you say [ am?”

16Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

Elijah  Man who spoke for God about 850 B.C.
Jeremiah Man who spoke for God about 600 B.C.
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MATTHEW 16:17-23

"Jesus answered, “You are blessed,
Simon son of Jonah, No person taught you
that. My Father in heaven showed you who
I am. 1880 1 tell you, you are Peter.* And I
will build my church on this rock. The
power of death* will not be able to defeat
my church. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven. When you speak
judgment here on earth, that judgment will
be God’s judgment. When you promise
forgiveness here on -earth, that forgiveness
will be God’s forgiveness.” XThen Jesus
warned his followers not to tell anyone that
he was the Christ.

Jesus Says He Must Die

2From that time Jesus began telhng his
followers that he must go to Jerusalem.
Jesus explained that the older Jewish
leaders, the leading priests, and the teachers
of the law would make him suffer many
things. And Jesus told his followers that he
must be killed. Then, on the third day, he
would be raised from death.

22Peter spoke to Jesus alone: Peter began
to criticize Jesus. Peter said, “God save you
from those things, Lord! Those things will
never happen to you!”

BThen Jesus said to Peter, “Go away
from me, Satan*! You are not helping me!
You don’t care about the things of God.
You only care about things that peopl
think are important.”

Peter The Greek name “Peter,” like the Aramaic name
“Cephas,” means “rock.”

power of death Literally, the “gates of Hades.”

When you speak ... forgiveness Literally, “Whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

Satan  Name for the devil meaning “the enemy.” Jesus
means that Peter was talking like Satan.
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MATTHEW 16:24-17:5

2Then Jesus said to his followers, “If
any person wants to follow me, he must say
‘No’ to the things he wants. That person
must accept the cross (suffering) that is
given to him, and he must follow me. 2The
person that wants to save his life will lose
it. And every person that gives his life for
me will save it. 261t is worth nothing for a
person to have the whole world, if he loses
his soul. A person could never pay enough
to buy back his soul. 27The Son of Man will
come again with his Father’s glory and
with his angels. At that time, the Son of
Man will reward each person for the things
he Has done. 281 tell you the truth. There are
some people standing here that will see the
Son of Man coming with his kingdom
before they die.”

Jesus Seen with Moses and Elijah

1 7Six days later, Jesus took Peter,

James, and John the brother of James
and went up on a high mountain. They were
all alone there. 2While these followers
watched him, Jesus was changed. His face
became bright like the sun. And his clothes
became white as light. 3Then two men were
there, talking with Jesus. The men ‘were
Moses and Elijah.*

“Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that
we are here. If you want, I will put three
tents here—one for you, one for Moses, and
one for Elijah.”

SWhile Peter was talking, a bright cloud
came over them. A voice came from the
cloud. The voice said, “This (Jesus) is my
Son and I love him. I am very pleased with
him. Obey him!”

Moses and Elijah  Two important Jewish leaders in the
past.
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MATTHEW 17:6-18

6The followers with Jesus heard this
voice. They were very affaid, so they fell to
the ground. 7But Jesus came to the followers
and touched them. Jesus said, “Stand up.
Don’t be afraid.” 8The followers looked up,
and they saw Jesus was now alone.

%Jesus and the followers were walking
down the mountain. Jesus commanded the
followers, “Don’t tell any person about the
things you saw on the mountain. Wait until the
Son of Man has been raised from death. Then
you can tell people about what you saw.”

10The followers asked Jesus, “Why do
the teachers of the law say that Elijah must
come” first before the Christ comes,?”

1Jesus answered, “They are right to say
that Elijah is coming. And it is true that
Elijah will make all things the way they
should be. '2But I tell you, Elijah has
already come. People did not know who he
was. People did to him all the bad, things
they wanted to do. It is the same with. the
Son of Man. Those same people will make
the Son of Man suffer.” '3Then the
followers understood that Jesus meant that
John the Béptizer was really Elijah.

Jesus Heals a Sick Boy

1Jesus and the followers went back to
the people. A man came to Jesus and bowed
before him. !5The man said, “Lord, be kind
to my son. He has epilepsy” and is suffering
very much. My son often falls into the fire
or into the water. 6] brought my son to your
followers, but they could not heal him.”
"Jesus answered, “You people have no
faith. Your lives are all wrong, How long
must I stay with you? How long must I
continue to be patient with you? Bring the
boy here.” 18Jesus gave a strong command to
the demon inside the boy. Then the demon

Elijah must come See Mal. 4:5-6
epilepsy A sickness that causes a person sometimes to
Tose control of his body.
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MATTHEW 17:19-26

came out of the boy, and the boy was healed.

19Then the followers came to Jesus alone.
They said, “We tried to force the demon out
of the boy, but we could not. Why were we
not able to make the demon go out?”

Wjesus answered, “You were not able to
make the demon go out, because your faith
is too small. I tell you the truth. If your faith
is as big as a mustard seed,” then you can
say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to
there.” And it will move. All things will be
possible for you.” 2"

Jesus Talks About His Death -

2L ater, the followers met together in
Galilee. Jesus said to the followers, “The
Son of Man will be given into the control of
men. 2Those men will kill the Son of Man.
But on the third day the Son of Man will be
raised from death.” The followers were very
sad \to hear that Jesus would be killed,.

Jesus Teaches About Paying Taxes
2#4Jesus and his followers went to
Capernaum. In Capernaum some men came
to Peter. They were the men that collected
the two-drachma tax.* They asked, “Does
your teacher pay the two-drachma tax?”
25Peter answered, “Yes, Jesus pays the tax.”
Peter went into the house where Jesus
was. Before Peter could speak, Jesus said to
him, “The kings on the earth get different
kinds of taxes from people. But who are the
people that pay the taxes? Are these people
the king’s children? Or is it other people
that pay the taxes? What do you think?”
2Peter answered, “The other people pay
the taxes.”

mustard seed This seed is very, very small, but the
plant grows taller than a man.

Verse 21 Some Greek copies add verse 21: “That kind
of spirit comes out only if you use prayer and
fasting.”

two-drachma tax A tax that every Jew had to pay
once each year for the temple.
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MATTHEW 17:27-18:9

Jesus said, “Then the children of the king
don’t have to pay taxes. 2’But we don’t
want to make these tax collectors angry. So
(pay the tax in this way,: Go to the lake and
fish. After you catch the first fish, open the
fish’s mouth. Inside its mouth you will find
a four-drachma coin. Take that coin and
give it to the tax collectors. That will pay
the tax for you and me.”

Jesus Tells Who Is the Greatest

1 At that time the followers came to

Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?”

ZJesus called a little child to come to him.
Jesus stood the child before the followers.
3Then Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. You
must change and become like little children
in your hearts;. If you don’t do this, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
“The greatest (most important) person in the
kingdom of heaven is the person that makes
himself humble like this child.

>“If a person accepts a little child like this
in my name, then that person accepts me.

Jesus Warns About Causes of Sin

oIf one of these little children believes in
me, and anqther person causes that child to
sin, then it will be very bad for that person.
It would be better for that person to have a
millstone* tied around his neck and be
drowned in the deep sea. I feel sorry for
the people in the world because of the
things that make people sin. Those things
must happen. But it will be very bad for the
person that causes those things to happen.

81f your hand or your foot makes you sin,
cut it off and throw it away. It is better for
you to lose part of your body but have life
forever. That is much better than to have
two hands and two feet but be thrown into
the fire (hell) that burns forever. °If your

millstone A large, round stone used for grinding grain.
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MATTHEW 18:10-17

eye makes you sin, take it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to have only one
eye but have life forever. That is much
better than to have two eyes but be thrown
into the fire of hell.

Jesus Uses a Story About a Lost Sheep

10Be careful. Don’t think these little
children are worth nothing. I tell you that
these children have angels in heaven. And
those angels are always with my Father in
heaven, ¥

12“If a man has 100 sheep, but one of the
sheep becomes lost, then the man will leave
the other 99 sheep on the hill. He will go to
look for the lost sheep. Right? 3And if the
man finds the lost sheep, the man is happier
about that one sheep than about the 99 sheep
that were never lost. I tell you the truth. “In
the same way, your Father in heaven does not
want any of these little children to be lost.

When a Person Does Something Wrong
15¢If your brother |or sister, does
something wrong to you, go and tell that
person what he did wrong. Do this alone
with that person. If that person listens to
you, then you have helped that person to be
your brother again. 16But if that person
refuses to listen, then go to him again and
bring one or two people with you. Then
there will be two or three other people that
will be able to tell all that happened. VIf that
person refuses to listen to them, then tell the
church (group of believers). If that person
refuses to listen to the church, then treat him
like he is a person that does not believe in
God. Treat him like he is a tax collector.”

Verse 11 Some Greek copies add verse 11: “The Son
of Man came to save lost people.”

tax collector A Jew hired by the Romans to collect
taxes. Tax collectors often cheated, and the other
Jews hated them.
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MATTHEW 18:18-28

18T tell you the truth. When you speak
judgment here on earth, that judgment will
be God’s judgment. When you promise
forgiveness here on earth, that forgiveness
will be God’s forgiveness.”

19“Also, I tell you that if two of you on
earth agree about something, then you can
pray for it. And the thing you ask for will
be done for you by my Father in heaven.
20This is true, because if two or three
people are together believing in me, I am
there with them.”

Story About Forgiveness

2Then Peter came to Jesus and asked,
“Lord, when my brother continues to do
something wrong to me, how many times
must I forgive him? Should I forgive him as
many as seven times?”

2]esus answered, “I tell you, you must
forgive him more than seven times. You
must continue to forgive him even if he
does wrong to you seventy-seven times.*”

2“So the kingdom of heaven is like a
king that decided to collect the money that
his servants owed him. 2The king began to
collect his money. One servant owed the
king several thousand pounds of silver.
25The servant was not able to pay the
money to his master, the king. So the
master ordered that everything the servant
owned should be sold, even the servant’s
wife and children. The money would be
used to pay the king what the servant owed.

26“But the servant fell on his knees and
begged, ‘Be patient with me. I will pay you
everything [ owe.” 2'The master felt sorry for his
servant. So the master told the servant he did not
have to pay. The master let the servant go free.

8“Later, that same servant found another

When you speak ... God’s forgiveness Literally,
“Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.”

77 times  Or, “seventy times seven.” See Gen. 4:24.
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MATTHEW 18:29-19:4

servant that owed him a few dollars’ worth
of silver. The servant grabbed the other
servant around the neck and said, ‘Pay me
the money you owe me!’

2“The other servant fell on his knees and
begged him, ‘Be patient with me. I will pay
you everything I owe.’

30“But the first servant refused to be
patient. The servant told the judge that the
other servant owed him money, and the
other servant was thrown into prison. The
servant had to stay in prison until he could
pay everything he owed. 31All the other
servants saw what happened. They were
very sorry. So they went and told their
master everything that happened.

32“Then the master called his servant in
and said, ‘You evil servant. You owed me
much money, but you begged me to forgive
your debt. So I told you that you did not
have to pay anything. *So you should have
given the same mercy to that other man that
is a servant with you. You should have
given him the same mercy that I gave you.’
3The master was very angry, so he put the
servant in prison to be punished. And the
servant had to stay in prison until he could
pay everything he owed.

35“This king did the same as my
heavenly Father will do to you. You must
truly forgive your brother |or sister;, or my
heavenly Father will not forgive you.”

Jesus Teaches About Divorce

1 After Jesus said all these things, he

left Galilee. Jesus went into the area
of Judea on the other side of the Jordan
River. 2Many people followed Jesus. Jesus
healed the sick people there.

3Some Pharisees came to Jesus. They
tried to make Jesus say something wrong.
They asked Jesus, “Is 1t right for a man to
divorce his wife for any reason he
chooses?”

4Jesus answered, “Surely you have read
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MATTHEW 19:5-12

this \in the Scriptures; When God made the
world, ‘he made people male and female.”
SAnd God said, ‘So a man will leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife.
And the two people will become one.” $So
the two people are not two, but one. God
joined those two people together. So no
person should separate them.”

"The Pharisees* asked, “So why did
Moses give a command allowing a man to
divorce his wife by writing a certificate of
divorce?”

8Jesus answered, “Moses allowed you to
divorce your wives because you refused to
accept God’s teaching. But divorce was not
allowed in the beginning. °I tell you that
any person that divorces his wife and
marries another woman- is guilty of the sin
of adultery. The only reason for a person to
divorce and marry again is if his first wife
had sexual relations with another man.”

10The followers said to Jesus; “If that is
the only reason a man can divorce his wife,
then it is better not to marry.”

Jesus gnswered, “Not every person can
accept this truth jabout marriage,. But God
has made some people able to accept it.
12There are different reasons why some men
cannot marry.” Some men were born
without the ability to make children. Other
men were made that way later in life by
other people. And other men have given up
marriage because of the kingdom of heaven.
But the person that can |marry,; should
aceept this teaching |about marriage. *”

‘he made ... female’ ‘Quote from Gen. 1:27 or 5:2.

‘Soaman... one’. Quote from Gen. 2:24,

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group
that claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and
customs . :

some men cannof marry Literally, “there are
eunuchs.”

But ... marriage Or, “The person that can accept this
teaching about not marrying should accept it.”
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MATTHEW 19:13-21

Jesus Welcomes Children

13Then the people brought their little
children to Jesus so that Jesus could put
his hands on them” and pray for them.
When the followers saw this, they told the
people to stop bringing their children to
Jesus. 1“But Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me. Don’t stop them,
because the kingdom of heaven belongs to
people that are like these children.”
15After Jesus put his hands on the children
he left there.

A Rich Man Refuses to Follow Jesus

16A man came to Jesus and asked,
“Teacher, what good thing must I do to

‘have life forever?”

I7Jesus answered, “Why do you ask me
about what is good? Only God is good. But
if you want to have life forever, obey the
commands.” ;

18The man asked, “Which commands?”

Jesus answered, ““You must not murder
anyone, you must not do the sin of adultery,
you must not steal anything, you must not
tell lies about other people, you must
honor (respect) your father and mother,”
and ‘you must love other people the same
as you love yourself.™”

20The young man said, “I have obeyed all
these things. What else do I need?”

21Jesus answered, “If you want to be
perfect, then go and sell all the things you
own. Give the money to the poor people. If
you do this, you will have a rich treasure in
heaven. Then come and follow me!”

put his hands on them This showed that Jesus was
giving special blessings to these children.

“You must not ... mother’ Quote from Ex. 20:12-16.

‘you must love ... yoursel® Quote from Lev. 19:18,
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MATTHEW 19:22-20:2

2Byt when the man heard this, he was
very sad. The man was very rich jand
wanted to keep his money,. So he left Jesus.

BThen Jesus said to his followers, “I tell
you the truth. It will be very hard for a rich
person to enter the kingdom of heaven.
HYes; [ tell you that it is easier for a camel
to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”

2When the followers heard this, they
were very surprised. They asked, “Then
who can be saved?”

26Jesus looked at his followers and said,
“This is something that people cannot do
themselves. But God can do all things.”

YPeter said to Jesus, “We left everything we
had and followed you. So what will we have?”

BJesus said to the followers, “T tell you
the truth. When the new world is made, the
Son of Man will sit on his great throne. And
all of you that followed me will also sit on
thrones. You will sit on twelve thrones and
you will judge the twelve family groups of
Israel.” And every person that has left
houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother,
children, dr farms to follow me will get
much more than he left. And that person
will have life forever, 3Many people that
have the highest place in life now will have
the lowest place in the future. And many
people that have the lowest place now will
have the highest place in the future.

A Story About Farm Workers
20“The kingdom of heaven is like a man
that owned some land. The man grew
grapes on his land. One morning, the man
went out very early to hire some other
people to work in his field. 2The man agreed
to pay the workers one silver coin® for

Israel First, Israel was the Jewish nation, but the name
is also used to mean all of God’s people.
silver coin A Roman denarius. One coin was the
average pay for one day’s work.
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MATTHEW 20:3-14

working that day. Then the man sent the
people into the field to work.

3“At about nine o’clock the man went to
the market place and saw some other people
standing there. These people were doing
nothing. 4So the man said to them, ‘If you
go and work in my field, I will pay you
what your work is worth.” 3So the people
went to work in the field.

“The man went out again about twelve
o’clock and again at three o’clock. Both
times the man hired some other people to
work in his field. 8At about five o’clock the
man went to the market place again. He saw
some other people standing there. The man
asked them, ‘Why did you stand here all
day doing nothing?’

™“The people said, “No person gave us a
job.’

“The man said to them, ‘Then you can
go and work in my field.”

8“At the end of the day, the owner of the
field said to the boss of all the workers,
‘Call the workers and pay all of them. Start
by paying the last people I hired. Then pay
all of them, ending with the workers I hired
first.”

%“The workers that were hired at five
o’clock came to get their pay. Each worker
got one silver coin. °Then those workers
that were hired first came to get their pay.
Those workers thought they would be paid
more than the other workers. But each one
of those workers also received one silver
coin. "When they got their silver coin,
these workers complained to the man that
owned the land. »The workers said, ‘Those
people were hired fast and worked only one
hour, But you paid them the same as us.
And we worked hard all day in the hot sun.”

13*But the man that owned the field said
to one of those workers, ‘Friend, I am being
fair with you. You agreed to work for one
silver coin. Right? “So take your pay and
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MATTHEW 20:15-23

go. T'want to give the man that was hired last
the same pay that I gave you. I can do what
I want with my own money. Are you jealous
because Tam good to those people,?’

16“So the people that have the last place
now will have the first place in the future.
And the people that have the first place now
will have the last place in the future.”

Jesus Talks About His Own Death

17Jesus was going to Jerusalem. His
twelve followers were with him. While they
were walking, Jesus gathered the followers
together and spoke to them privately. Jesus
said to them, 13“We are going to Jerusalem.
The Son of Man will be given to the leading
priests and the teachers of the law. The
priests and teachers of the law will say that
the Son of Man must die. ¥They will give
the Son of Man to the non-Jewish people.
Those people will laugh at him and beat
him with whips, and then they will kill him
on a cross. But on the third day after his
death, he will be raised to life again.”

A Mother‘Asks a Special Favor

NThen Zebedee’s wife came to Jesus. Her
sons were with her. The mother bowed before
Jesus and asked him to do something for her.

UJesus said, “What do you want?”

She said, “Promise that one of my sons
will sit at your right side in your kingdom.
And promise that the other son will sit at
your left side in your kingdom.”

2280 Jesus said to the sons, “You don’t
understand what you are asking. Can you
accept the kind of suffering that T must have?”

The sons answered, “Yes, we can!”

2Jesus said to them, “Truly you will
suffer the same things that I will suffer. But

accept ... must have Literally, “drink the cup that I
must drink.” Jesus used the idea of drinking from a
cup to mean accepting the terrible things that would
happen to him.
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MATTHEW 20:24-34

I cannot choose the person that will sit at
my right side or my left side. My Father has
decided who will have those places. He has
prepared those places for those people.
Those places belong to them.”

2The other ten followers heard this.
They became angry with the two brothers.
IJesus called all the followers together.
Jesus said, “You know that the rulers of the
non-Jewish people love to show their power
over the people. And their important leaders
love to use all their authority over the
people. 26But it should not be that way with
you. If one of you wants to become great,
then he must serve you like a servant. 27If
one of you wants to become first, then he
must serve you like a slave. 28It is the same
with the Son of Man. The Son of Man did
not come for other people to serve him. The
Son of Man came to serve other people. The
Son of Man came to give his life to save
many people.”

Jesus Heals Two Blind Men

2When Jesus and his followers were
leaving Jericho, many, many people followed
Jesus. 3There were two blind men sitting by
the road. The blind men heard that Jesus was
coming by. So the blind men shouted, “Lord,
Son of David, please help us!” .

31AlL the people criticized the blind men.
They told the blind men not to speak. But
the blind men shouted more and more,
“Lord, Son of David, please help us!”

2Jesus stopped and said to the blind men,
“What do you want me to do for you?”

3The blind men answered, “Lord, we
want to be able to see.”

HJesus felt sorry for the blind men. Jesus
touched their eyes and they were able to
see. Then the men followed Jesus.
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MATTHEW 21:1-9

Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a King

2 Jesus and his followers were coming

closer to Jerusalem. But first they stopped
at Bethphage at the hill called the Mount of
Olives.” There Jesus sent two of his followers
into the town. 2Jesus said to the followers, “Go
to the town you can see there. When you enter
it, you will find a donkey tied there. With the
donkey you will find a young donkey. Untie the
two donkeys and bring them to me. 3If any
person asks you why you are taking the
donkeys, tell that person, ‘The Master needs
these donkeys. He will send them back soon.”

4This happened to make clear the full
meaning of what the prophet said:

5 “Tell the city of Zion,
“Now your king is coming to you.
He is humble and he is riding on a
donkey.
He is riding on a young donkey,
born from a work animal.”
Zechariah 9:9

§The followers went and did what Jesus
told them to do. "The followers brought the
mother donkey and the young donkey to Jesus.
They put their coats on the donkeys, and Jesus
sat on the coats. 3 Jesus rode along the road to
Jerusalem;. Many people spread their coats on
the road for Jesus. Other people cut branches
from the trees and spread the branches on the
road. *Some of the people were walking ahead
of Jesus. Other people were walking behind
Jesus. The people shouted,

“Praise™ to the Son of David™!

Mount of Olives A hill near the city of Jerusalem.

Praise Literally, “Hosanna,” a Hebrew word used in
praying to God for help. At this time it was probably
a shout of joy used in praising God or His Messiah.

Son of David Name for the Christ (Messiah). He was
from the family of David, king of Israel about 1000
years B.C.
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MATTHEW 21:10-17

‘Welcome! God bless the One that -
comes in the name of the Lord!’
Psalm 118:26

Praise to God in heaven!”

10Then Jesus went into Jerusalem. All the
people in the city were confused. They
asked, “Who is this man?”

The many people following Jesus
answered, “This man is Jesus. He is the
prophet from the town of Nazareth in Galilee.”

Jesus Goes to the Temple

12Jesus went into the temple area. He
threw out all the people that were selling and
buying things there. Jesus turned over the
tables that belonged to the men that were
exchanging different kinds of money. And
Jesus turned over the benches of those men
that were selling doves. Jesus said to all the
people there, “It is written in the Scriptures,,
‘My house will be called a house for
prayer.” But you are changing God’s house
into a ‘hiding place for thieves.””

4Some blind people and some crippled
people came to Jesus in the temple area.
Jesus healed these people. SThe leading
priests and the teachers of the law saw what
Jesus did. They saw that Jesus was doing
great things and saw the children praising
Jesus in the temple area. The children were
saying, “Praise to the Son of David.” All
these things made the priests and the
teachers of the law angry.

16The teading priests and the teachers of
the law asked Jesus, “Do you hear the
things these children are saying?”

Jesus answered, “Yes. The Scripture says,
“You (God) have taught children and babies to
give praise:”* Have you not read that Scripture?”

1"Then Jesus left that place and went out

‘My house ... prayer’ Quote from Isa. 56:7.
‘hiding place for thieves’ Quote from Jer. 7:11.
“You ... praise’ Quote from Ps. 8:3 (Greek version).
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MATTHEW 21:18-25

of the city to Bethany. Jesus stayed there
that night,

Jesus Shows the Power of Faith

18Farly the next morning, Jesus was
going back to the city. Jesus was very
hungty. “Jesus saw a fig tree beside the
road. Jesus went to the fig tree to get a fig
to eat;. But there were no figs on the tree.
There were only leaves. So Jesus said to the
tree, “You will never again have fruit!” And
then the tree dried up and died. .~ ©

2The followers saw this. They were very
surprised. They asked, “How did the fig tree
dry up and die so quickly?”

2Jesus answered, “1 tell you the truth. If
you have faith and no doubts, you will be
able to do the same as I did to this tree. And
you will be able to do more. You will be
able to say to this mountain, ‘Go, mountain,
fall into the sea.” And if you have faith, it
will happen. 22If you believe, you will get
anything you ask for in prayer.”

Jewish Leaders Doubt Jesus’ Authority

Besus went into the temple area. While
Jesus was teaching there, the leading priests
and the older leaders of the people came to
Jesus. They said to Jesus, “Tell us! What
authority (power) do you have to do these
things? Who gave you this authority?”

24Jesus answered, “I will ask you-a
question too. If you answer me, then I will tell
you what authority I have to do these things.
5Tell me: When John baptized* people, did
that come from God or from man?”

The priests and the Jewish leaders talked
about Jesus’ question. They said to each
other, “If we answer, ‘John’s baptism was
from God,’ then Jesus will say, ‘Then why

baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or
bury a person or thing briefly under water.
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MATTHEW 21:26-32

didn’t you believe John?” 26But if we say,
‘It was from man,” then ;all the people will
be angry with us;. We are afraid of the
people, because they all believe that John
was a prophet.”

2780 they answered Jesus, “We don’t
know where John’s authority came from,.”

Then Jesus said, “Then I won’t tell you
what authority I have to do these things!

Jesus Uses a Story About Two Sons

2“Tell me what you think about this:
There was a man that had two sons. The
man went to the first son and said, ‘Son, go
and work today in my field of grapes.’

2“The son answered, ‘I will not go.” But
later the son decided he should go, and the
son went.

30“Then the father went to the other son
and said, ‘Son, go and work today in my
field of grapes.’” The son answered, ‘Yes,
sir, I will go and work.” But the son did
not go.

31“Which of the two sons obeyed his
father?”

The Jewish leaders answered, “The first
son.”

Jesus said to them, T tell you the truth.
You think; the tax collectors and the
prostitutes” |are bad people. But they, will
enter the kingdom of God before you
enter. 32Jphn camé showing you the right
way to live. And you did not believe John.
But the tax collectors and prostitutes
believed John. And you saw that the tax
collectors and prostitutes believed him.
But you still refused to change and believe
him.

prostitutes  Women paid by men for sexual sin.
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MATTHEW 21:33-42

God Sends His Son

3“Listen to this story: There was a
man that owned a field. He planted the
field with grapes. He put a wall around
the field and dug a hole for a wine press.*
Then the man built a tower. He leased the
land to some farmers. Then he left for a
trip. #Later, it was time for the grapes to
be picked. So the man sent his servants to
the farmers to get his share of the grapes.

35“But the farmers grabbed the servants
and beat one. They killed another one and
then killed a third servant with rocks. 3So
the man sent some other servants to the
farmers. The man sent more servants than
he sent the first time. But the farmers did
the same thing to the servants that they
did the first time. 37So the man decided to
send his son to the farmers. The man said,
‘The farmers will respect my son.’

38“But when the farmers saw the son,
they said to each other, ‘This is the
owner’s son. This field will be his. If we
kill him, then his field will be ours!’ 3So
the farmers took the son, threw him out of
the field, and killed him.

“0“So witat will the owner of the field
do to these farmers when he comes?”

4The Jewish priests and leaders said,
“He will surely kill those evil men. Then
he will lease the field to some other
farmers. He will lease it to farmers that
will give him his share of the crop at
harvest time.”

“2Jesus said to them, “Surely you have
read this in the Scriptures:

wine press A place dug in rock used to mash grapes
and collect the juice for making wine.
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MATTHEW 21:43-22:5

“The stone that the builders did not want
- became the cornerstone.”
The Lord did this,
and it is wonderful to us.’
Psalm 118:22-23

#“So 1 tell you that the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you. God’s
kingdom will be given to people that do the
things God wants in his kingdom. “The
person that falls on this stone will be
broken. And if the stone falls on a person,
then it will crush that person.”

#The leading priests and the Pharisees
heard these stories that Jesus told. They
knew that Jesus was talking about them.
46They wanted to find a way to arrest Jesus.
But they were afraid of the people, because
the people believed that Jesus was a
prophet.

Story About People Invited to a Dinner

2 Jesus used stories to say some other
things to the people. Jesus said, #‘The
kingdom of heaven is like a king that
prepared a wedding dinner for his son. 3The
king invited some people to the feast. When
the feast was ready, the king sent his
servants to tell those people to come. But the
people refused to come to the king’s feast.

#“Then the king sent some more servants.
The king said to the servants, ‘I have already
invited those people. So tell them that my
feast is ready. I have killed my best bulls
and calves to be eaten. Everything is ready.
Come to the wedding feast.’

5% The servants went and told the people
to come,. But the people refused to listen to
the servants. Those people went to do other
things. One person went to work in his
field, and another person went to his

cornerstone  First and most important rock of a
building.
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MATTHEW 22:6-18

business. $Some of the other people grabbed
the servants, beat them, and killed them.
"The king was very angry. The king sent his
army to kill those people that killed his
servants. And the army burned their city.

8 After that, the king said to his servants,
‘The wedding feast is ready. I invited those
people, but they. were not good enough to
come to my feast. *So go to the street
corners and invite all the people you see.
Tell them to come to my feast.” 1So the
servants went into the streets. They gathered
all the people they could find. The servants
brought good people and bad people to the
place where the wedding feast was ready.
And that place was filled with people.

11“Then the king came in to see all the
people. The king saw a man there that was not
dressed in the right clothes for a wedding.
2The king said, ‘Friend, how were you
allowed to come in here? You are not wearing
the right clothes for a wedding.” But the man
said nothing. 13So the king told some servants,
‘Tie this man’s hands and feet. Throw the man
out into the darkness. In that place, people will
cry and grind their teeth  with pain;’

14Yes, many people are invited. But only
a few are chosen.”

Jewish Leaders Try to Trick Jesus

I5Then the Pharisees left the place where
Jesus was teaching. They made plans to catch
Jesus saying something wrong, 1°The Pharisees
sent some men to Jesus to trick him,. They sent
some of their own followers and some men
from the group called Herodians.* These men
said, “Teacher, we know that you are an honest
man. We know that you teach the truth about
God’s way. You are not afraid of what other
people think about you. All men are the same
to you. 'So tell us what you think. Is it right to
pay taxes to Caesar*? Yes or no?”

18But Jesus knew that these men were

Herodians A Jewish political group.
Caesar  The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.
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MATTHEW 22:19-31

trying to trick him. So he said, “You
hypocrites! Why are you trying to catch me
saying something wrong? '*Show me a coin
used for paying the tax.” The men showed
Jesus a silver coin. 20Then Jesus asked,
“Whose picture is on the coin? And whose
name is written on the coin?”

2The men answered, “It is Caesar’s
picture and Caesar’s name.”

Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s. And give to
God the things that are God’s.”

2Those men heard what Jesus said, and
they were amazed. They left him and went
away.

Some Sadducees Try to Trick Jesus

BThat same day some Sadducees came
to Jesus. (Sadducees believe that no person
will rise from death.) The Sadducees asked
Jesus a question. 2They said, “Teacher,
Moses told us that if a married man dies and
he had no children, then his brother must
marry the woman. Then they will have
children for the dead brother. 2There were
seven brothers among us. The first one
married but died. He had no children. So his
brother married the woman. 26Then the
second brother also died. The same thing
happened to the third brother and all the
other brothers. #’The woman was last to die.
2Byt all seven men had married her. So
when people rise from death, whose wife
will she be?”

YJesus answered, “You don’t
understand because you don’t know what
the Scriptures say. And you don’t know
about the power of God. At the time
when people rise from death, there will be
no marriage. People will not be married to
each other. All people will be like the

~angels in heaven. 3!Surely you have read

what God said to you about the rising from
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death? 2God said, ‘I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.** If God said he is their God, then,
these men are not really dead. He is the
God only of living people.”

33Al1 the people heard this. They were
amazed at Jesus” teaching.

The Most Important Command?

34The Pharisees learned that Jesus told
the Sadducees things they could not argue
with. So the Pharisees met together. %One
Pharisee was an expert in the law of
Moses;. That Pharisee asked Jesus a
question to test him. 36The Pharisee said,
“Teacher, which command in the law is the
most important?”

HJesus answered, “‘You must love the
Lord your God. You must love him with all
your heart, all your soul, and all your
mind.”* 38This is the first and most
important command. *And the second
command is like the first: ‘You must love
other people the same as you love
yourself.”™ 4All of the law and the writings
of the prophets take their meanjng from
these two commands.”

Jesus Asks the Pharisees a Question

4180 while the Pharisees were together,
Jesus asked them a question. “2Jesus said,
“What do you think about the Christ?
Whose son is he?”

The Pharisees answered, “The Christ is
the Son of David.” B

#Then Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Then
why did David call him ‘Lord’? David was

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob. Three important Jewish
leaders during the time of the Old Testament.

‘Tam ... Jacob” Quote from Ex. 3:6.

“You must love ... mind’ Quote from Deut. 6:5.

“You must ... yourself® Quote from Lev. 19:18.
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speaking by the power of the Holy, Spirit.
David said,

# “The Lord (God) said tomy Lord
(Christ):
Sit by me at my right side,
+ and I will put your enemies under
your control.”’
Psalm 110:1

4David calls the Christ ‘Lord.” So how can
he be David’s son?” “6None of the Pharisees
could answer Jesus’ question. And after that
day no person was brave enough to ask Jesus
any more questions to try to trick him,.

Jesus Criticizes the Religious Leaders

2 3Then Jesus spoke to the people and to

his followers. Jesus said, 2“The teachers
of the law and the Pharisees have the authority
(power) to tell you what the law of Moses
says. 3So you should obey the things they say.
You should do all the things they tell you to
do. But their lives are not good examples for
you to follow. They tell you to do things, but
they don’t do those things themselves. 4They
make strict rules that are hard for people to
obey. They try to force other people to obey
all those rules. But they themselves will not
try to follow any of those rules.

5“The only reason they do good things is
for other people to see them. They wear
special boxes™ full of Scriptures. They make
these boxes bigger and bigger. And they
make their special prayer clothes very long
50 that people will see them,. 6Those
Pharisees and teachers of the law love to get
the most important seats at the feasts. And
they love to get the most important seats in
the synagogues. "They love for people to

control Literally, “feet.”

special boxes Small leather boxes containing four
important Scriptures. Some Jews tied these to the
forehead and left arm to show they were very religious.
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show respect to them in the market places.
And they love to have people call them
‘Teacher.’

8“But you must not be called ‘Teacher.’
You are all brothers jand sisters, together.
You have only one Teacher. °And don’t call
any person on earth ‘Father.” You have one
Father. He is in heaven. '9And you should
not be called ‘Master.” You have only one
Master, the Christ. 'The person that serves
you like a servant is the greatest person
among you. '?Every person that makes
himself better than other people will be
made humble. Every person that makes
himself humble will be made great.

134t will be bad for you teachers of the law
and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You close
the way for people to enter the kingdom of
heaven. You yourselves don’t enter, and you
stop the people that are trying to enter. 4*

15Tt will be bad for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You
travel across the seas and across different
countries to find one person that will follow
your ways. When you find that person, you
make him worse than you are. And you are
so bad that you belong in heli!

16“T¢ will be bad for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees. You guide the people,
but you are blind. You say, ‘If any person
uses the name of the temple to make a
promise, that means nothing. But if any
person uses the gold that is in the temple to
make a promise, then he must keep that
promise.” 17You are blind fools! Which is
greater: the gold, or the temple? The temple
makes that gold holy. So the temple is
greater,. 18And you say, ‘If any person uses

Verse 14 Some Greek copies add verse 14: “It will be
bad for you, teachers of the law and Pharisees. You
are hypocrites. You take away widows’ houses, and
you make long prayers so that people can see you. So
you will have a worse punishment.” See Mk. 12:40;
Lk. 20:47.
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MATTHEW 23:19-27

the altar™ to make a promise, that means
nothing. But if any person uses the gift on
the altar to make a promise, then he must
kéep his promise.” *You are blind. You
understand nothing!, Which is greater: the
gift, or the altar? The altar makes the gift
holy. So the altar is greater). 2The person
that uses the altar to make a promise is
really using the altar and also everything on,
the altar, 2!And the person that uses the
temple to make a promise is really using the
temple and also the One that lives in the
temple. 2The person that uses heaven to
make a promise is also using God’s throne
and the One that sits on that throne.

BTt will be bad for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You
give God one tenth of everything you own—
even your mint, dill, and cummin.* But you
don’t obey the really important teachings of
the law—being fair, showing mercy, and
being honest. These are the things you
should do. And you should also continue to
do those other things. 2You guide the
people, but you are blind! Think about a
person picking a little fly out of his drink and
then swallowing a camel! You are like that.*

25Tt will be bad for you teachers of the law
and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You wash
clean the outside of your cups and dishes. But
inside they are full of things that you got by
cheating other people and pleasing
yourselves. 26Pharisees, you are blind! First
make the inside of the cup clean and good.
Then the outside of the cup can be truly clean.

2“1t will be bad for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees- You are hypocrites. You

altar An altar is a place where sacrifices or gifts are
offered to God. There was an altar in front of the
temple in'Jerusalem. )

mint, dill, cammin  Small plants grown in gardens and
used for spices. Only very religious people would be
careful enough to give a tenth of these plants.

You are like that Meaning, “You worry about the
smallest mistakes, but do the biggest sin.”
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are like tombs* that are painted white. The
outside of those tombs looks fine. But
inside, the tombs are full of the bones of
dead people. And all kinds of unclean
things are inside there. 281t is the same with
you. People look at you and think that you
are good. But on the inside you are full of
hypocrisy” and evil.

247t will be bad for you teachers of the
law and Pharisees. You are hypocrites. You
build tombs for the prophets. And you show
honor to the graves of people that lived
good lives. 0And you say, ‘If we had lived
during the time of our fathers (ancestors),
we would not have helped them kill these
prophets.” 3!You give proof that you are
children (descendants) of those people that
killed the prophets. 2And you will finish
the sin that your fathers started!

33“You are snakes! You are from a
family of poisonous snakes! You will not
escape God. You will all be judged guilty
and go to hell! 34So I tell you this: I send to
you prophets and wise men and teachers.
You will kill some of these people. You
will hang some of them on crosses. You
will beat some of these people in your
synagogues. You will chase them from
town to-tows. *So you will be guilty for the
death of all the good people that have been
killed on earth, You will be guilty for the
killing of that good man Abel. And you will
be guilty for the killing of Zechariah* son of
Berachiah. He was killed between the
temple and the altar. You will be guilty for
the killing of all the good people that lived
between the time of Abel and the time of
Zechariah. 361 tell you the truth. All of these
things will happen to you people that are
living now.
tombs Small buildings made to show respect for

important persons that had died.
hypocrisy  Acting like you are good when you are: not
Abel, Zechariah In the Hebrew Old Testament, the

first and last men to be murdered.
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MATTHEW 23:37-24:7

Jesus Warns the People of Jerusalem

370 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You kill the
prophets. You kill with rocks those men
that God sent to you. Many, many times I
wanted to help your people. I wanted to
gather your people together like a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings. But you

did not let me. ¥Now your house will be

left completely empty. 31 tell you, you will
not see me again until that time when you
will say, ‘Welcome! God bless the one that
comes in the name of the Lord.™”

Future Destruction of the Temple

2 4Jesus left the temple area and was

walking away. But his followers
came to him to show him the temple’s
buildings. 2Jesus asked the. followers, “See
all these buildings? I tell you the truth. |All
these buildings will be destroyed,. Every
stone will be thrown down to the ground.
Not one stone will be left on another.” -

3Later, Jesus was sitting at a place on
the Mount of Olives. The followers carme
to be alone with Jesus. They said, “Tell us
when these things will happen. And what
will happen to show us that it is time for
you to come again and time for the world
to end?”

4Jesus answered: “Be careful! Don’t let
any person fool you. ‘Many people will
come and use my name. They will say, ‘I
am the Christ.” And they will fool many
people. 6You will hear about wars that are
being fought. And you will hear stories
about other wars beginning. But don’t be
afraid. These things must happen before
the end comes. "Nations will fight against
other nations. Kingdoms will fight against
other kingdoms. There will be times when
there is no food for people to eat. And
there will be earthquakes in different

‘Welcome! ... Lord’ Quote from Ps. 118:26.
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MATTHEW 24:8-22

places. 8These things are like the first pains
when something new is-born.

%“Then people will treat you badly. People
will give you jto the rulers; to be persecuted
(hurt) and killed. All people will hate you.. All
these things will happen to you because you
believe in me. 1At that time, many believers
will lose their faith. They will turn against each
other and hate each other. !!Many false
prophets* will come. They will cause many
people to believe wrong things. 2There will be
more and more evil in the world. So most
believers will stop showing love. 13But the
person that continues strong to the end will be
saved. “The Good News about God’s, kingdom
will be preached in the whole world. It will be
told to every nation. Then the end will come.

15“Daniel the prophet spoke about ‘the
terrible thing that causes destruction.”™ You will
see this terrible thing standing in the holy place
(the temple).” (You that read this should
understand what it means.) 16“At that time, the
people in Judea should run away to the
mountains. 1"People should run away without
wasting the time to stop for anything, If a person
is-on the roof of his house, he must not go down
to get things out of his house. 8If a person is in
the field, he must not go back to get his coat.
19At that time, it will be bad for women that are
pregnant or have small babies! 2°Pray that it will
not be winter or a Sabbath day when these
things happen and you have to run away.
2Why? Because at that time there will be much
trouble. There will be more trouble than has ever
happened since the beginning of the world. And
nothing as bad as that will ever happen again.
2God has decided to make that terrible time
short, If that time were not made short, then no
person would continue living, But God will
make that time short to help the people he has

false prophets People that say they speak for God but
do not really speak God’s truth,

‘the terrible thing ... destruction’ See Dan. 9:27;
12:11(cf. 11:31). i
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MATTHEW 24:23-33

chosen. At that time, some person might say to
you, ‘Look, there is the Christ!” Or another
person mlght say, ‘There he is!” But don’t
believe them. “Fase Christs and false prophets
will come and do great things and miracles.”
They will do these things to the people God has
chosen. They will do these things to try to fool
his people, if that is possible. 2Now I have
warned you about this before it happens.

%6“Some person might tell you, “The Christ
is there in the desert!”” But don’t go into the
desert to look for the Christ. Another person
might say, ‘There is the Christ in that room!’
But don’t believe that. 2’When the Son of
Man comes, he will be seen by all people. It
will be like lightning flashing in the sky that
can be seen everywhere. 28 My coming will be
clear, the same as, any time you see vultures
gathering, you know there is a dead body.

2“Soon after the trouble of those days,
this will happen:

“The sun will become dark,
and the moon will not give light.
The stars will fall from the sky,
and everything in the sky will be
changed.”  Isaiah 13:10; 34:4

At that time, there will be something in
the sky that shows the Son of Man coming.
All the people of the world will cry. All the
people will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds in the sky. The Son of Man will come
with power and great glory. *!'The Son of Man
will use a loud trumpet to send his angels all
around the earth. The angels will gather his
chosen people from every part-of the earth.

2“The fig tree teaches us a lesson: When the
fig tree’s branches become green and soft, and
new leaves begin to grow, then you know that
summer is aear. 31t is the same with these things
that I told you would happen. When you see all
these thmgs happening, you will know that the

mlracles Here, powerful acts done by the power of Satan.
vultures Or, cagles—birds that eat dead animals.
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MATTHEW 24:34-46

time* is near, ready to come. I tell you the
truth. All these things will happen while the
people of this time" are still living! *The whole
world, earth and sky, will be destroyed, but the
words I have said will never be destroyed!

Only God Knows When the Time Will Be
36No person knows when that day or time
will be. The Son and the angels in heaven don’t
know when that day or time will be. Only the
Father knows. 3When the Son of Man comes,
it will be the same as the thing that happened
during Noah’s time. *In those days before the
flood, people were eating and drinking. People
were marrying and giving their children to be
married. The people were still doing those
things until the day Noah entered the boat.
3Those people knew nothing about what was
happening. But then the flood came and all
those people were destroyed. It will be the
sarne when the Son of Man comes. ““Two men
will be working together in the field. One man
will be taken and the other left. 4 Two women
will be grinding grain with a mill.* One woman
will be taken and the other woman will be left.
42“So always be ready. You don’t know the
day your Lord will come, “Remember this: If
the owner of the house knew what time the
thief was coming, then the owner would be
ready for him. The owner would watch and
not let the thief enter his house. “So you also
must be ready. The Son of Man will come at a
time when you don’t expect him. '

Good Servants and Bad Servants
45Who is the wise and trusted servant? The
master trusts one servant to give the other
servants their food at the right time. Who is the
servant that the master trusts to do that work?
4When the master comes and finds that servant

time . The time Jesus has been tatking about when a very
important thing will happen. In Luke Jesus says that it
is the time for God’s kingdom to come (Lk. 21:31).

the people of this time  Or, “the people of this nation.”

mill  Two large, flat rocks used for grinding grain to
make flour.
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MATTHEW 24:47-25:10

doing the work he gave him, the servant will
be very happy. 41 tell you the truth. The
master will choose that servant to take care
of everything the master owns. “*But what
will happen if the servant is evil and thinks
his master will not come back soon? 4Then
that servant will begin to beat the other
servants. That servant will eat the food and
get drunk with other people like him. %°Then
the master of that servant will come when
the servant is not ready. It will be a time
when the servant is not expecting the master.
3'Then the master will punish that servant.
The master will send him away to be with
the hypocrites. And in that place people will
cry and grind their teeth | with pain,.

Story About Ten Girls

2 5“At that time the kingdom of heaven

will be like ten girls that went to wait
for the bridegroom. They brought their
lamps with them. 2Five of the girls were
foolish. And five of the girls were wise.
3The five foolish girls brought their lamps,
but they did not bring more oil for the
lamps to burn. “The wise girls brought their
lamps and more oil in jars. SThe bridegroom
was very late. All the girls became tired and
began sleeping.

6“At midnight someone announced, ‘The
bridegroom is coming! Come and meet him!’

™Then all the girls woke up. The girls
made their lamps ready. But the foolish
girls said to the wise girls; ‘Give us some of
your oil. The oil in our lamps is all gone.’

%“The wise girls answered, ‘No! The oil
we have might not be enough for all of us.
But go to the people that sell oil and buy
some for yourselves.’

10“So the five foolish girls went to buy
oil. While they were gone, the bridegroom
came. The girls that were ready went in
with the bridegroom to the wedding feast.
Then the door was closed and locked.
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MATTHEW 25:11-21

“Later the other girls came. The girls
said, “Sir, sir, open the door.to let us in.”

12“But the bridegroom answered, ‘I tell
you the truth. I don’t know you.’

13“So always be ready. You don’t know
the day or the time |when the Son of Man
will come,.

Story About Three Servants

14 The kingdom of heaven is, like a man
leaving home to travel to another place for a
visit. Before the man left, he talked with his
servants. The man told his servants to take
care of the things he owned while he was
gone. He decided how much each servant
would be able to care for. The man gave
one servant five bags of money.* He gave
another servant two bags of money. And he
gave a third servant one bag of money.
Then that man left. '6The servant that got
five bags of money went quickly to invest
the money. Those five bags of money
earned five more. "It was the same with the
servant that had two bags of money. That
servant invested the money and earned two
more. '¥But the servant that got one bag of
money went away and dug a hdle in the
ground. Then the servant hid his master’s
money in that hole.

19%After a long time the master came
home. The master asked the servants what
they did with his money. 20The servant that
got five bags of money brought five more
bags of money to the master. The servant
said, ‘Master, you trusted me to care for
five bags of money. So I used your five
bags of money to earn five more.’

2“The master answered, “You did right.
You are a good servant that can be trusted.
You did well with that small amount of
money. So I will let you care for much

bags of money Literally, “talents.” A talent was about
60 to 80 pounds of gold, silver or copper coins.
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MATTHEW 25:22-30

greater things. Come and share my
happiness with me.’

2“Then the servant that got two bags of
money came to the master. The servant
said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of
money to care for. So I used your two bags
of money to earn two more.’

2“The master answered, ‘You did right.
You are a good servant that can be trusted.
You did well with a small amount of
money. So I will let you care for much
greater things. Come and share my
happiness with me.’

2“Then the servant that got one bag of
money came to the master. The servant
said, ‘Master, I knew that you were a very
hard man. You harvest things you did not
plant. You gather crops where you did not
put any seed. 2So I was affaid. I went and
hid your money in the ground. Here is the
one bag of money you gave me.’

26“The master answered, ‘You are a bad
and lazy servant! You say you knew that I
harvest things I did not plant, and that I
gather crops where I did not put any seed.
2780 you should have put my money in the
bank. Then, when I came home, I would get
my money back. And I would also get the
interest that my money earned.” -

28 So the master told his other servants,|
‘Take the one bag of money from that
servant and give it to the servant that has
ten bags of money. 2Every person that uses
what he has will get more. That person will
have much more than he needs. But the
person that does not tse what he has will
have everything taken away from him.’
30Then the master said, ‘Throw that useless
servant outside, into the darkness! In that
place people will cry and grind their teeth
(with pain;.’
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MATTHEW 25:31-40

The Son of Man Will Judge All People

31“The Son of Man will come again. He
will come with great glory. All his angels
will come with him, He will be king and sit
on his great throne. 32All the people of the
world will be gathered before the Son of
Man. Then the Son of Man will separate all
people into two groups. This is like a
shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats. 33The Son of Man will put the sheep
(good people) on his right and the goats
(bad people) on his left.

34“Then the king will say to those good
people on his right, ‘Come. My Father has
given you great blessings. Come and get the
kingdom God promised you. That kingdom
has been prepared for you since the world
was made. 35You can have this kingdom,
because I was hungry and you gave me
food to eat. I was thirsty, and you gave me
something to drink. I was alone and away
from home, and you invited me into your
home. 3¢] was without clothes, and you gave
me something to wear. I was sick, and you
cared for nfe. I was in prison, and you came
to visit me.’ ‘ . ~

3“Then the good people will answer,
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
give you food? When did we see you
thirsty and give you something to drink?
¥When did we see you alone and away
from home and invite you into our home?
When did we see you without clothes and
give you something to wear? ¥When did
we see you sick or in prison and care for
you?’

4“Then the king will answer, I tell you
the truth. Anything you did for any of my
people here,* you also did for me.’

any of my people here Literally, “one of the least of
these brothers of mine.”
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MATTHEW 25:41-26:2

4“Then the king will say to those bad
people on his left, ‘Go away from me. God
has already decided that you will be
punished. Go into the fire that burns
forever. That fire was prepared for the devil
and his angels. “2You must go away,
because I was hungry, and you gave me
nothing to eat. I was thirsty, and you gave
me nothing to drink. #*I was alone and away
from home, and you did not invite me into
your home, I was without clothes, and you
gave me nothing to wear. [ was sick and in
prison, and you did not care for me.’

#“Then those people will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry or thirsty?
When did we see you alone and away from
home? Or when did we see you without
clothes or sick or in prison? When did we
see these things and not help you?’

45“Then the king will answer, ‘I tell you
the truth. Anything you refused to do for
any of my people here, you refused to do
for me.’

46“Then those bad people will go away.
They will have punishment forever. But
the good people will go and have life
forever.”

The Jewish Leaders Plan to Kill Jesus

2 After Jesus finished saying all these

things, he said to his followers, 2“You
know that the day after tomorrow is
Passover.’ On that day the Son of Man will
be given |to his enemies, to be killed on a
cross.”

Passover ' Important Jewish holy day. They ate a
special meal on this day every year to remember that
God freed them from slavery in Egypt in the time of
Moses.
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MATTHEW 26:3-15

3Then the leading priests and the older
Jewish leaders had a meeting at the palace
where the high priest* lived. The high priest’s
name was Caiaphas. 4In the meeting, they tried
to find a way to-artest Jesus. They planned to
lie so that they could arrest Jesus and kill him.
SThe men in the meeting said, “We cannot
arrest Jesus during Passover. We don’t want
the people to become angry and cause a riot.”

A Woman Does Something Special

%Jesus was in Bethany. He was at the
house of Simon the leper.* 7While Jesus
was there, a woman came to him. She had
an alabaster® jar filled with very expensive
perfume. The woman poured this perfume
on Jesus’ head while Jesus was eating.

8The followers saw the woman do this and
became upset at the woman. The-followers
asked, “Why waste that perfume? That
perfume could be sold for much money and
the money could be given to poor people.”

19But Jesus knew what happened. Jesus
said, “Why-are you troubling this woman?
She did avery good thing for me. 'You
will always have poor people with you.*
But you will not always have me. 1?This
woman poured perfume on my body. She
did this to prepare me for burial after I die.
B tell you the truth. The Good News will
be told to people in all the world. And in
every place where the Good News is told,
the story of what this woman did will also
be told. And people will remember her.”

Judas Becomes an Enemy of Jesus

4Then one of the twelve followers went
to talk to the leading priests. This was the
follower named Judas Iscariot. '“Tudas said,

high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader.
leper - A person that had leprosy, a very bad skin disease.
alabaster A beautiful kind of stone that can be carved.
You will .., withyou See Deut. 15:11.
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MATTHEW 26:16-25

“T will give you Jesus. What will you pay
me for doing this?” The priests gave Judas
30 silver coins. !8After that time Judas
waited for the best time to give Jesus to the
priests.

Jesus Eats the Passover Meal

170n the first day of the Festival of
Unleavened Bread,” the followers came to
Jesus. The followers said, “We will prepare
everything for you to eat the Passover meal.
Where do you want us to have the meal?”

18Jesus answered, “Go into the city. Go
to a man I know. Tell him that the teacher
says, ‘The chosen time is near. I will have
the Passover meal with my followers at
your house.”” ¥The followers obeyed and
did the thing Jesus told them to do. They
prepared the Passover meal.

ATn the evening Jesus was at the table
with the twelve followers. 2'They were all
eating. Then Jesus said, “I tell you the truth.
One of you twelve here will soon give me
to my enemies.”

2The followers were very sad to hear
this. Each follower said to Jesus, “Lord,
surely I am not the one!” :

BJesus answered, “The man that has
dipped his hand into the same bow! with me
is the person that will be against me. 2The
Son of Man will go \and die,. The
Scriptures say this will happen. But it will
be very bad for the person that gives the
Son of Man to be killed,. It would be better
for that person if he were never born.”

2Then Judas said to Jesus, “Teacher,
surely I will not be against you!” (Judas is
the one that would give Jesus to his

‘enemies.)

Jesus answered, “Yes, it is you.”

Festival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish
holiday week. In the Old Testament it began the day
after Pagsover, but by this time the two holidays had
become one.
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MATTHEW 26:26-34

The Lord’s Supper

%6While they were eating, Jesus took
some bread. Jesus thanked God for the
bread and divided it. He gave the bread to
his followers. Jesus said, “Take this bread
and egt it. This bread is my body.”

ZThen Jesus took a cup of wine. Jesus
thanked God for it and gave it to the
followers. Jesus said, “Every one of you
drink this. 2This winé is my blood. My
blood (death) begins the new agreement
(from God to his people,. This blood is
given for many people to forgive their
sing, #I tell you this: I will not drink this
wine again until that day when we are
together in my Father’s kingdom and the
wine is new. Then I will drink it again
with you.” :

Al the followers sang a song. The
they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Jesus Followers Will Leave Him

3Jesus told the followers, “Tonight you
will lose your faith because of me. It is
written |in the Scriptures;:

‘Twill kill the shepherd,
and the sheep will run away.’
Zechariah 13:7

32But \after I die;, I will rise from death.
Then I will go into Galilee. I will be there
before you go there.”

BPeter answered, “All the other
followers may lose their faith because of
you. But I will never lose my faith.”

HJesus answered, “I tell you the truth.
Tonight you will say you don’t know me.
You will say this three times before the
rooster crows.”
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MATTHEW 26:35-44

3But Peter answered, “I will never say
that T don’t know you! I will even die with
you!” And all the other followers said the
same thing,

Jesus Prays Alone

3Then Jesus went with his followers to a
place called Gethsemane. Jesus said to his
followers, “Sit here while I go there and
pray.” ¥Jesus told Peter and the two sons of
Zebedee to come with him. Then Jesus
began to be very sad and troubled. 38Jesus
said to Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,
“My soul is full of sorrow. My heart is
breaking with sadness. Stay awake here
with me and wait.”

¥Then Jesus walked a little farther away
from them. Jesus fell on the ground and
prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, don’t
give me this cup” of suffering;. But do what
you want, not what I want.” “Then Jesus
went back to his. followers. Jesus found his
followers sleeping. Jesus said to Peter, “You
men could not stay awake with me for one
hour? #!Stay awake and pray for strength
against temptation. Your spirit wants to do
what is right. But your body is weak.”

“Then Jesus went away a second time
and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible
for this ,painful, thing to be taken from me,
and if [ must do it, then I pray that what you
want will be done.” SRR

$Then Jesus went back to the
followers. Again Jesus found them
sleeping. Their eyes were very tired. “So
Jesus left them and went away one more
time and prayed. This third time he
prayed, he said the same thing.

cup Jesus is talking about the bad things that will
happen to him. Accepting these things will be very
hard, like drinking a cup of something that tastes very
bad.
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MATTHEW 26:45-56

#Then Jesus went back to the followers
and said, “You are still sleeping and
resting? The time has come for the Son of
Man to be given to sinful peoplé. *Stand
up! We must go. Here comes the man that
is giving me fo my enemies;.”

Jesus Is Arrested

“TWhile Jesus was still speaking, Judas®
came there. Judas was one of the twelve
followers. Judas had many people with him.
These people were sent from the leading
priests and the older leaders of the people.
These people with Judas had swords and
clubs. “Judas planned to do something to
show the people which man was Jesus.
Judas said, “The man I kiss is Jesus. Arrest
him.” 980 Judas went to Jesus and said,
“Hello, teacher!” Then Judas kissed Jesus.

50Jesus answered, “Friend, do the thing
you came to do.”

Then the men came and grabbed Jesus
and arrested him, 3'When that happened,
one of the followers with Jesus grabbed his
sword and’pulled it out. This follower hit
the servant of the high priest with the sword
and cut off his ear.

$2Jesus said to the man, “Put your sword
back in-its place. People that use swords
will be killed with swords. 33Surely you
know 1 could ask my Father and he would
give me more than twelve armies of angels.
54But this thing must happen this way so
that it will be like the Scriptures said.”

55Then Jesus said to all the people, “You
came to get me with swords and clubs like 1
am a criminal, Every day I sat in the temple
area teaching, You did not arrest me there.
56But all these things have happened so that
it will be like the prophets wrote.” Then all
of Jesus’ followers left him and ran away.

Judas Literally, “the one that betrayed him.”
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MATTHEW 26:57-66

Jesus Before the Jewish Leaders

7The men that arrested Jesus led him to
the house of Caiaphas the high priest. The
teachers of the law and the older Jewish
leaders were gathered there. 8Peter
followed Jesus, but he did not come near
Jesus. Peter followed Jesus to the yard of
the high priest’s house. He went in and sat
with the guards. Peter wanted to see what
would happen to Jesus.

9The leading priests and the Jewish
council tried to find something against
Jesus so that they could kill him. They
tried to find people to lie and say that Jesus
had done wrong. ®Many people came and
told false things about Jesus. But the
council could find no real reason to kill
Jesus. Then two people came and said,
81“This man (Jesus) said, ‘I can destroy the
temple of God and build it again in three
days.””

62Then the high priest stood and said to
Jesus, “These people have said things
against you. Do you have something to say
about these charges against you? Are these
people telling the truth?” ©But Jesus said
nothing,

Again the high priest said to Jesus, “You
are now under oath. I command you by the
power of the living God to tell us the truth,
Tell us, are you the Christ, the Son of God?”

8Jesus answered, “Yes, I am. But I tell
you, in the future you will see the Son of
Man sitting at the right side of God. And
you will see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven.”

$When the high priest heard this, |he
was very angry,. He tore his clothes and
said, “This man has said things that are
against God! We don’t need any more
witnesses. You all heard him say these
things against God. 6What do you think?”

The Jews answered, “He is guilty, and he
must die.”
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7Then the people there spit in Jesus’
face. And they hit him with their fists. Other
people slapped Jesus. 8They said, “Show
us that you are a prophet,” Christ! Tell us
who hit you!”

Peter Is Afraid to Say He Knows Jesus

69At that time, Peter was sitting in the
yard. A servant girl came to Peter. The girl
said, “You were with Jesus, that man from
Galilee.”

TBut Peter said that he was never with
Jesus. He said this to all the people there.
Peter said, “I don’t know what you are
talking about.”

TThen Peter left the yard. At the gate,
another girl saw him. The girl said to the
people there, “This man was with Jesus of
Nazareth.” '

T2Again, Peter said that he was never
with Jesus. Peter said, “I promise to God
that I don’t know this man Jesus!”

A short time later, some people
standing there went to Peter and said, “We
know you are one of those men that
followed Jesus. We know this because of
the way you talk.”

“MThen Peter began to curse. He said
strongly, “I promise to God that I don’t
know this man Jesus!” After Peter said
this, a rooster crowed. 7Then Peter
remembered what Jesus had told him:
“Before the rooster crows, you will say
three times that you don’t know me.”
Then Peter went outside and cried
bitterly.

prophet Prophets could say things that most people
could not know. . :
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MATTHEW 27:1-10

Jesus Is Taken to Governor Pilate

2 Early the next morning, all the
= | leading priests and older leaders of
the people decided to kill Jesus. *They tied
Jesus with chains. Then they led him to
Pilate the governor. They gave Jesus to
Pilate.

Judas Kills Himself

3Judas saw that they had decided to kill
Jesus. Judas was the one that gave Jesus (to
his enemies,. When Judas saw what
happened, he was very sorry for what he
did. So he took the 30 silver coins back to
the priests and the leaders. “fudas said, “I
sinned. I gave you an innocent man to be
killed.”

The Jewish leaders answered, “We don’t
care! That’s a problem for you, not us.”

580 Judas threw the money into the
temple. Then Judas left that place and
hanged himself,

6The leading priests picked up the silver
coins in the temple. They said, “Our law
does not allow us to keep this money with
the temple money, because this money has
paid for a man’s death.” 7So they decided to
use the money to buy a field called Potter’s
Field. This field would be a place to bury
people that died while visiting |in
Jerusalem,. $That is why that field is still
called the Field of Blood. %So the thing
happened that Jeremiah the prophet said:

“They took 30 silver coins, That was
how much the Jewish people decided
to pay for his life. “They used those
30 silver coins to buy the potter’s
field, like the Lord commanded me.”

“They took ... me” See Zech. 11:12-13; Jer. 32:6-9.
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MATTHEW 27:11-21

Governor Pilate Questions Jesus

1Jesus stood before Pilate the governor.
Pilate asked him questions. He said, “Are
you the king of the Jews?” '

Jesus answered, “Yes, Iam.” -

12When the leading priests and the older
Jewish leaders accused Jesus, he said
nothing,

1380 Pilate said to Jesus, “You hear these
people accusing you of all these things.
Why don’t you answer?”

14But Jesus said nothing to answer Pilate,
Pilate was very surprised at this.

Pilate Tries but Fails to Free Jesus

BEvery year at the Passover time the
governor would free one person from the
prison. This was always a person that the
people wanted to be made free. !6At that
time there was a man in prison who was
known to be very bad. His name was
Barabbas.™ 7All the people gathered at
Pilate’s house. Pilate asked the people, “I
will free one man for you, Which man do
you want me to free: Barabbas, or Jesus
who is called the Christ?” 8Pilate knew that
the people gave Jesus to him because the
people were jealous.

15Pilate said these things while he was
sitting in the place for judging. While he
was sitting there, his wife sent a message to
him. The message said, “Don’t do anything
with that man (Jesus). He is not guilty. And
today I had a dream about him, and it
troubled me very much.”

20But the leading priests and older Jewish
leaders told the people to ask for Barabbas
to be made free and for Jesus to be killed.

2Pilate said, “I have Barabbas and Jesus.
Which do you want me to make free for you?”

The people answered, “Barabbas!”

Barabbas In some Greek copies the name is Jesus
Barabbas.
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MATTHEW 27:22-31

22Pilate asked, “So what should I do with
Jesus, the one called the Christ?” ‘

All the people answered, “Kill him on a
cross!”

SPilate asked, “Why do you want me to
kill him? What wrong has he done?”

But all the people shouted louder, “Kill
him on a cross!”

2Pilate saw that he could do nothing. to
make the people change. And he saw that
the people were becoming upset. So Pilate
took some water and washed his hands* so
that all the people could see. Then Pilate
said, “I am not guilty of this man’s death.
You are the ones that are doing it!”

A1l the people answered, “We will be
responsible for his death. We accept for
ourselves and for our children any
punishment for his death.” :

2Then Pilate freed Barabbas. Pilate told
some soldiers to beat Jesus with whips.
Then Pilate gave Jesus to the soldiers to be
killed on a cross.

Pilate’s Soldiers Tease Jesus

YThen Pilate’s soldiers brought Jesus
into the governor’s palace. All the soldiers
gathered around Jesus. 28The soldiers took
off Jesus’ clothes and put a red robe on him,
BThen the soldiers used thorny branches to
make a crown. They put this crown of
thorns on Jesus™ head, and they put a stick
in his right hand. Then the soldiers bowed
before Jesus and teased him. They said,
“Hello, king of the Jews!” 30The soldiers
spit on Jesus. Then they took his stick and
hit him on the head many times. 3'After
they finished teasing Jesus, the soldiers took
off the robe and put his own clothes on him
again, Then they led Jesus away to be killed
0N & CToSs.

washed his hands  Pilate did this as a sign to show that
he wanted no part in what the people did.
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MATTHEW 27:32-43

Jesus Is Killed on a Cross

¥The soldiers were going out of the city
with Jesus. The soldiers forced another
man there to carry the cross for Jesus. This
man’s name was Simon from Cyrene.
3They came to the place called Golgotha.
(Golgotha means “The Place of the Skull.”)
34At Golgotha, the soldiers gave Jesus wine
to drink. This wine was mixed with gall.”
Jesus tasted the wine but refused to drink it.
35The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross. Then
the soldiers gambled with dice to decide
who would get Jesus’ clothes. 3¢The
soldiers sat there and continued watching
Jesus. 3The soldiers put a sign above
Jesus’ head with the charge against him
written on it. The sign said: “THIS IS JESUS,
THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 3¥Two robbers were
nailed to crosses beside Jesus. One robber
was put beside Jesus on the right and the
other was put on the left. *¥People walked
by and said bad things to Jesus. People
shook their heads “%and said, “You said you
could destroy the temple and build it again
in three days. So save yourself! Come
down from that cross, if you are really the
Son of God!”

. “1The ledding priests, the teachers of the
law, and the older Jewish leaders were also
there. These men teased Jesus the same as
the other people. 42They said, “He saved
other people. But he can’t save himself!
People say he is the king of Israel (the
Jews). If he is the king, then he should
come down now from the cross. Then we
will believe in him. 4He trusted God. So let
God save him now, if God really wants
him. He himself said, ‘I am the Son of

gall Probably a drink of wine mixed with drugs 0
relieve pain.
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MATTHEW 27:44-55

God.”” #And in the same way, the robbers
that were being killed on crosses beside
Jesus also said bad things to him.

Jesus Dies

#5At noon the whole country became
dark. This darkness continued for three
hours. 46At about three o’clock Jesus cried
with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?””- This means, “My God, my
God, why have you left me alone?”

41Some of the people standing there heard
this. The people said, “He is calling Elijah.”

®Quickly one of the people ran and got a
sponge. That person filled the sponge with
vinegar and tied the sponge to a stick. Then
he used the stick to give the sponge to Jesus
to drink from it. “*But the other people said,
“Don’t bother him (Jesus). We want to see
if Elijah will come to save him.”

50Again Jesus cried with a loud voice.
Then he died.”

S'When Jesus died, the curtain in the temple*
was torn into two pieces. The tear started at the
top and tore all the way to the bottom. Also, the
earth shook and rocks were broken. 52All the
graves opened, and many of God’s people that
had died were raised from death. **Those people
came out of the graves. After Jesus was raised
from death, those people went into the holy city
(Jerusalem), and many people saw them.

54The army officer” and the soldiers guarding
Jesus saw this earthquake and everything that
happened. They were very afraid and said, “He
really was the Son of God!”

$Many women were standing away from

“My God ... alone” Quote from Ps. 22:1.

“He is calling Elijah” The word for “My God” (£/i in
Hebrew or Eloi in Aramaic) sounded to the people
like the name of Elijah, a famous man that spoke for
God about 850 B.C.

died Literally, “let his spirit leave.”

curtain in the temple . A curtain divided the “most holy
place” from the other part of the temple, the special
building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer that
had authority over-100 soldiers.
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MATTHEW 27:56-65

the cross, watching, These were the women
that followed Jesus from Galilee to care for
him. $Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James and Joseph, and the mother of
James and John* were there.

Jesus Is Buried

57That evening a rich man named Joseph
came to Jerusalem. Joseph was a follower
of Jesus from the town of Arimathea.
58Joseph went to Pilate and asked to have
Jesus’ body. Pilate gave orders for the
soldiers to give Jesus’ body to Joseph.
59Then Joseph took the body and wrapped it
in a new linen cloth. 8Joseph put Jesus’
body in a new tomb (grave) that Joseph had
dug in a wall of rock. Then he closed the
tomb by rolling a very large stone to,cover
the entrance. After he did these things,
Joseph went away. 6'Mary Magdalene and
the other woman named Mary were sitting
near the tomb.

The Tomb of Jesus Is Guarded

62That ,day was the day called
Preparation day.” The next day, the leading
priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.
83They said, “Sir, we remember that while
that liar was still alive he said, ‘After three
days I will rise from death.” #So give the
order for the tomb to be guarded well until
after three days. His followers might come
and try to steal the body. Then they could
tell the people that he has risen from death.
That lie will be even worse than what they
said about him before.”

5Pilate said, “Take some soldiers and go
guard the tomb the best way you know.”

James and John. Literally, “the sons of Zebedee.”
Preparation day Friday, the day before the Sabbath
day.
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MATTHEW 27:66-28:10

6630 they all went to the tomb and made it
safe from thieves. They did this by sealing
the stone in the entrance and putting
soldiers there to guard it.

News That Jesus Has Risen from Death

2 The day after the Sabbath day was the

first day of the week. At dawn on the
first day, Mary Magdalene and the other
woman named Mary went to look at the
tomb.*

2At that time there was a very strong
earthquake. An angel of the Lord came
from the sky. The angel went to the tomb
and rolled the stone away from the
entrance. Then the angel sat on the stone.
3The angel was shining very bright like
lightning, His clothes were white like snow.
4The soldiers guarding the tomb were very
afraid of the angel. They shook with fear
and became like dead men.

5The angel said to the women, “Don’t be
afraid. I know that you are looking for
Jesus, the one that was killed on the cross.
6But Jesus is not here. He has risen from
death, like he said he would. Come and see
the place where his body was. 7And go
quickly and tell his followers. Tell them:
‘Jesus has risen from death. He is going into
Galilee. He will be there before you. You
will see him there.”” Then the angel said,
“Now I have told you.”

8So the women left the tomb quickly.
They were afraid, but they were also very
happy. They ran to tell his- followers what
happened. While the women were running
to tell the followers, Jesus was standing
there before them. Jesus said, “Hello!” The
women went to Jesus. They held him at his
feet and worshiped him. 1°Then Jesus said
to the women, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell

tomb A grave dug in a wall of rock.
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MATTHEW 28:11-20

my brothers (followers) to go to Galilee.
They will see me there.”

Report to the Jewish Leaders

The women went to tell the followers.
At the same time, some of the soldiers that
were guarding the tomb went into the city.
They went to tell the leading priests
everything that happened. 2Then the priests
met with the older Jewish leaders and made a
plan. They paid the soldiers much money to
tell a lie;. *They said to the soldiers, “Tell
the people that Jesus’ followers came during
the night and stole the body while you were
sleeping. 1If the governor hears about this,
we will satisfy him and save you from
trouble.” 13S0 the soldiers kept the money
and obeyed the priests. And that story is still
spread among the Jews even today. -

Jesus Talks to His Followers

16The eleven followers went to Galilee.
They went to the mountain where Jesus told
them to go. I7On the mountain the followers
saw Jesus. They worshiped him. But some
of the followers did not believe that it was
really Jesus. '8So Jesus came to them and
said, “All authority (power) in heaven and
on earth is given to me. “So go and make
followers of all people in the world.
Baptize" them in the name of the Father and
the Son and the Holy Spirit. 2Teach those
people to obey everything that I have told
you. You can be sure that I will be with you
always. I will continue with you until the
end of the world.”

Baptize A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or
bury a person or thing briefly under water.
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Mark

The Coming of Jesus

The Good News* about Jesus Christ, the

Son of God,* begins 2with what the
prophet* Isaiah said would happen. Isaiah
wrote:

“Listen! I (God) will send my helper*
ahead of you. ‘

He will prepare the way for you.”

Malachi 3:1

3 “There is a person shouting in the
desert:
‘ Prepare the way for the Lord.
Make his paths straight.”
Isaiah 40:3

480 John the Baptizer came and was
baptizing people in the desert area. He told
the people to be baptized” to show they
wanted to change their lives. Then their sins
would be forgiven. SAll the people from
Judea and Jerusalem went out to John.
These people told the sins they had done,
and then they were baptized by John in the
Jordan River, ¢John wore clothes made
from camel’s hair. John had a leather belt

Good News The news that God has made a way for
people to have their sins forgiven and live with him
forever.

the Son of God  Soime Greek copies omit these words.

prophet A person who spoke for God. Sometimes a
prophet told things that would happen in the future.

helper Literally, “messenger.”

baptized A Greek word meaning to be immersed,
dipped, or buried briefly under water.
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MARK 1:7-16

around his waist. He ate locusts* and wild
honey. "This is what John told the people:
“There is a person coming later who is
greater than I am. I am not good enough to
kneel down and untie his shoes. I baptize
you with water. But that person who is
coming will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.*” ‘

Jesus [s Baptized

%At that time Jesus came from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to the place where
John was. John baptized” Jesus in the
Jordan River. 'While Jesus was coming up
out of the water, he saw the sky open. The
Holy Spirit came down to Jesus like a dove.
1A voice came from heaven and said: “You
are my Son and I love you. I am very
pleased with you.”

Jesus Goes Away to Be Tempted

2Then the Spirit sent Jesus into the
desert alone. 13Jesus was in the desert 40
days. He was there with the wild animals.
While Jesus was in the desert, he was
tempted by Satan (the devil). Then angels
came and helped Jesus.

Jesus Chooses Some Followers

14After this, John was put into prison,
Jesus went into Galilee and told people the
Good News from ‘God. %Jesus said, “The
right time is now here. The kingdom of God
is near. Change your hearts and lives and
believe the Good News!”

1oJesus was walking by Lake Galilee.

locusts Insects like grasshoppers. The law of Moses
said that locusts could be eaten (See Lev. 11:21-22).

Holy Spirit  Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and
Christ, he does God’s work among people in the
world:

baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or
bury a person briefly under water.
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MARK 1:17-27
Jesus saw-Simon* and Simon’s brother,
Andrew. These two men were fishermen,
and they were throwing a net into the lake
to catch fish. "Jesus said to them, “Come
and follow me. I will make you |a different
kind of, fishermen. You will work to gather
people, not fish;.” 18So Simon and Andrew
left their nets and followed Jesus.

9Jesus continued walking by Lake
Galilee. He saw two more brothers, James
and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were
in their boat, preparing their nets to catch
fish. 2Their father Zebedee and the men
that worked for him were in the boat with
the brothers. When Jesus saw the brothers
he told them to come. They left their father
and followed Jesus.

Jesus Heals a Man

21Jesus and his followers went to
Capernaum. On the Sabbath day* Jesus
went into the synagogue”* and taught the
people. 22The people there were amazed at
Jesus’ teaching. Jesus did not teach like
their teachers of the law. Jesus taught like a
person that had authority (power). 2While
Jesus was in the synagogue, a man was
there that had an evil spirit from the devil,
inside him. The man shouted, 2#“Jesus of
Nazareth! What do you want with us? Did
you come to destroy us? [ know who you
are—God’s Holy One!”

Besus said strongly, “Be quiet! Come
out of the, man!” 26The evil spirit made the
man shake. Then the spirit made a loud
noise and came out of the man.

2The people were amazed. They asked
each other; “What is happening here? This

Simon  Simon’s other name was Peter.

Sabbath day The seventh day. of the Jewish week. It
was a special religious day for the Jews.

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews
gathered for prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other
public meetings.
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man is teaching something new. And he
teaches with authority (power)! He even
gives commands to evil spirits, and the
spirits obey him.” 28So the news about Jesus
spread quickly everywhere in the area of
Galilee.

Jesus Heals Many People

YJesus and the followers left the
synagogue. They all went with James and
John to the home of Simon and Andrew.
38imon’s mother-in-law was very sick. She
was in bed and had fever. The people there
told Jesus about her. 3'So Jesus went to her
bed. Jesus held her hand and helped her
stand up. The fever left her, and she was
healed. Then she began serving them.

32That night, after the sun went down,
the people brought many sick people to
Jesus. They also brought people that had
demons” inside them. 3All the people in the
town gathered at the door of that house.
3Jesus healed many people that had
different kinds of sicknesses. Jesus also
forced many demons to leave people. But
Jesus would not allow the demons to speak,
because the demons knew who he was.*

Jesus Prepafes to Tell the Good News

35The next morning, Jesus woke up very
early. Jesus left the house while it was still
dark. He went to a place to be alone and
pray. *Later, Simon and his friends went to
look for Jesus. 3"They found Jesus and said,
“All the people are looking for you!”

38Jesus answered, “We should go to
another place. We can go to other towns
around here. Then I can teil people \God’s
message, in those places also. That is why I
came.”

demons - Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
who he was The demons knew that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of God.
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980 Jesus traveled everywhere in
Galilee. He spoke in the synagogues. And
he forced demons to leave people.

Jesus Heals a Sick Man

4A man that had leprosy* came to Jesus.
The man bowed on his knees and begged
Jesus, “You have the power to heal me if
you want,” :

#HJesus felt sorry for the man. So Jesus
touched the man and said, “I want to heal
you. Be healed!” “Then the sickness left
the man, and he was healed.

“Jesus told the man to go. But Jesus
warned him strongly. Jesus said, ““Don’t
tell any person about what I did for you.
But go and show yourself to the priest. And -
offer a gift to God because you have been
healed. Offer the gift that Moses
commanded.” This will show the people
that you are healed.” The man left there
and told all the people he saw that Jesus had
healed him. So the news about Jesus spread.
And that is why Jesus could not enter a
town if people saw him. Jesus stayed in
places where people did not live. But
people came from all the towns to the
places where Jesus was. '

Jesus Heals a Crippled Man

A few days later, Jesus came back to

Capernaum. The news spread.that Jesus
was back home. 2Many, many people
gathered to hear Jesus speak. The house
was full. There was no place to stand, not
even outside the door. Jesus was teaching
these people. 3Some people brought a
paralyzed (crippled) man to Jesus. Four

leprosy A very bad skin disease.
Moses commanded See Lev. 14:1-32.



AR 2:4-14
RE BT A SRE M AR, R T E
BTN, AT IR AR
FIEROR S0, R AFFERRER by Y B
TRHFFF— MR, HERES A 5
FARMA R TR, SHOEE 14
400 A, T LA B A
BT, RHBEHRRT. ”

st A JLAE TR FE S, ]
OB 7 RANE AT R R
WEY AbFEREE LA BT B, X
A S A TR IR 2 7

| HRER %I B T K AR,
KBTI AT R 2 Rk s
SKUB? AL, XHX AR A
RORERART, * BHR, TR
Wi wEK | EEWEEE &
SUB? “REBARITES:, ATFIEA
1 SEARGRHI AL ST, » SRJE HROR X E
WAL MU, k! fE
RS, ERFE  ” FERA
ORI TR, SRS EAA
HREH TR T, AT HEERIIR
T. M R, BOUGE: “FRAT
PR TR RS E,

SRR SURE IR L, B EA
SRREE] T AR, BRGREEH S4BT
CERGRZE AT R, B LI B 1
JUFRIR IEARTESR T 0 OB O e 77

HRERXFFIRYL:  “HREERE 17 Ak
ESREIGET.

114

MARK 2:4-14

men were carrying the paralyzed man. ‘But
they could not bring the man to Jesus because
the house was full of people. So the men went
to the roof above Jesus and made a hole in the
roof. Then they lowered the bed with the
paralyzed man on it. 3Jesus saw that these
men had much faith, So Jesus said to the
paralyzed man, “Young man, your-sins are
forgiven.” ci T

6Some of the teachers of the law were
sitting there. They saw what Jesus did, and
they said to themselves, "“Why does this man
say things like that? He is saying things that
are against God. Only God can forgive sins.”

8Jesus knew that these teachers of the law
were thinking those things about him. So
Jesus said to them, “Why do you have these
questions in your minds? >1The Son of Man*
has power on earth to forgive sins. But how
can I prove this to you? Maybe you are
thinking it was easy for me to say to the
crippled man, ‘Your sins are forgiven.” No
one could see if it really happened., But what
if I say to the man, ‘Stand up. Take your bed
and walk’? Then you will be able to see that |
really have-this power.” So Jesus said to the
paralyzed man, 1T tell you, stand up. Take
your bed and go home.” 2The paralyzed man
stood up. He took his bed and walked out of
the room. All the people could see him. The
people were amazed and praised God. They
said, “This is the most amazing thing we have
ever seen!”

Levi (Matthew) Follows Jesus

3Jesus went to the lake again. Many
people followed him there. So Jesus taught
them. “Jesus was walking beside the lake,
and he saw a tax collector* named Levi, son

Son'of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In
Dan, 7:13-14 this is the name for the Messiah, the
one God chose to save his people.

tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect
taxes. They often cheated, and the other Jews hated
them.
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of Alphaeus. Levi was sitting in the tax office.
Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” Then Levi
stood up and followed Jesus.

ISLater that day, Jesus ate at Levi’s
house. There were many tax collectors and
other bad people eating there with Jesus and
his followers. There were many of these
people that followed Jesus. 16The teachers
of the law (they were Pharisees”) saw Jesus
eating with these tax collectors and other
bad people. They asked Jesus’ followers,
“Why does he (Jesus) eat with' tax
collectors and sinners?”

"Jesus heard this, and he said to them,
“Healthy people don’t need a doctor. It is
the sick people that need a doctor. I did not
come to invite good people. I came to invite
sinners.”

Jesus Not Like Other Religious Leaders

18The followers of John* and the
Pharisees were fasting.” Some people came
to Jesus and said, “John’s followers fast,
and the followers of the Pharisees fast. But
your followers don’t fast, Why?”

Jesus answered, “,When there is a
wedding,, the friends of the bridegroom*
are not sad while he is with them. They
cannot fast (be sad) while the bridegroom is
still there. 2But the time will come when
the bridegroom will leave them, The friends
are sad when the bridegroom leaves. Then
they will fast.

21“When a person sews a patch over a

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group
that claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and
customs. ‘

John John the Baptizer, who preached to the Jews
about Christ’s coming (See Mk. 1:4-8).

fasting, fast To fast is to live without food for a time of
prayer or mourning.

bridegroom A man that is getting married.
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hole on an old coat, that person never uses a
piece of cloth that is not yet shrunk. If he
does, the patch will shrink and, pull away
from the coat. Then the hole will be worse.
22Als0, people never pour new wine into old
wine bags.” Why? Because the new wine
will break the bags, and the wine will be
ruined with the wine bags. People always
put new wine into new wine bags.”

Some Jews Criticize Jesus

230n the Sabbath day, Jesus was walking
through some grain fields. Jesus’ followers
were walking with him. The followers
picked some grain to eat;. #The Pharisees
saw this and said to Jesus, “Why are your
followers doing that? It is against the
Jewish, law to do that on the Sabbath day.”

BJesus answered, “You have read what
David* did when he and the people with
him were hungry and needed food. %It was
during the time of Abiathar the high priest.
David went into God’s house and ate the
bread that was offered to God. And the law
1of Moses, says that only priests can eat that
bread. David also gave some of the bread to
those people with him.” '

YThen Jesus said to the Pharisees, “The
Sabbath day was made to help people.
People were not made to be ruled by the
Sabbath day. 8So the Son of Man is Lord
(master) of every day, even the Sabbath.”

Jesus Heals a Man’s Crippled Hand

Another time Jesus went into the

synagogue. In the synagogue there was a
man with a crippled hand: 2Some Jews there
wanted to see Jesus do something wrong so
that they could accuse him. So those people
watched him closely. They wanted to see if
Jesus would heal the man on a Sabbath day.

wine bags  Animal skins used for holding wine.
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
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3Jesus said to the man with the crippled
hand, “Stand up here so that all the people
can see you.”

4Then Jesus asked the people, “Which
thing is right to do on the Sabbath day: to
do good, or to do evil? Is it right to save a
life or to destroy one?” The people said
nothing to answer Jesus.

5Jesus looked at the people. He was
angry. But he felt very sad because they
were stubborn. Jesus said to the man, “Let
me see your hand.” The man put his hand
out for Jesus, and it was healed. 5Then the
Pharisees left and made plans with the
Herodians® about a way to kill Jesus.

Many People Follow Jesus

"Jesus went away with his followers to
the lake. Many people from Galilee
followed him. 8Many, many people also
came from Judea, from Jerusalem, from
Idumea, from the area across the Jordan
River, and from the area around Tyre and
Sidon. These people came because they
heard about all the things Jesus was doing.
%Jesus saw the many people. So he told his
followers to get a small boat and make it
ready for him. Jesus wanted the boat so that
the many, many people would not push
against him. %Jesus had healed many
people. Sp all the sick people were pushing
toward him to touch him. "'Some people
had evil spirits ;from the devil, inside them.
When the evil spirits saw Jesus, they bowed
before him and shouted, “You are the Son
of God!” “But Jesus commanded the spirits
strongly not to tell people-who he was.

Herodians A Jewish political group.
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Jesus Chooses His Twelve Apostles

BThen Jesus went up on a hill. Jesus told
some men to come to him. These were the
men Jesus wanted. These men went up to
Jesus. “Jesus chose twelve men and called
them apostles.” Jesus wanted these twelve
men to be with him, and he wanted to send
them to other places to tell people |God’s
message;. "And Jesus wanted these men to
have the power to force demons out of
people. 16These are the names of the twelve
men Jesus chose: Simon (Jesus gave him
the name Peter); 7James and John, the sons
of Zebedee (Jesus gave them the name
Boanerges. This name means “Sons of
Thunder”); 8Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew,
Matthew, Thomas, James the son of
Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot,”
Yand Judas Iscariot. Judas is the one that
gave Jesus (o his enemies,.

Some Say Jesus Has a Devil in Him

NThen Jesus went home. But again many
people gathered there. There were so many
people that Jesus and his followers could
not eat. 2Jesus’ family heard about all these
things. They went to get him because
people said that Jesus was crazy.

22And tHe teachers of the law from
Jerusalem said, “Beelzebul (the devil) is
living inside him (Jesus)! He uses power
from the ruler of demons to force demons
out of people.”

280 Jesus called the people together and
used stories to teach the people. Jesus said,
“Satan will not force his own demons out of
people. A kingdom that fights against
itself cannot continue. 2And a family that is
divided cannot succeed. 2And if Satan is
against himself and fights against his own

apostles  The men Jesus chose to be his special helpers.
Zealot Zealots were a Jewish political group.
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people, then he cannot continue. That
would be the end of Satan. 27If a person
wants to enter a strong man’s house and
steal his things, first the person must tie the
strong man. Then the person can steal the
things from the strong man’s house. 241 tell
you the truth. All sins that people do can be
forgiven. And all the bad things people say
against God can be forgiven. But any
person that says bad things against (refuses
to accept) the Holy Spirit will never be
forgiven. He will always be guilty of that
sin.”

30Jesus said this because the teachers of
the law said that Jesus had an evil spirit
(devil) inside him. :

Jesus’ Followers Are His True Family

31Then Jesus’ mother and brothers came.
They stood outside and sent a person in to
tell Jesus to come out. Many people were
sitting around Jesus. They said to him,
“Your mother and brothers are waiting for
you outside.”

BJesus asked, “Who is my mother? Who
are my brothers?” 3Then Jesus looked at
those people sitting around him. He said,
“These people are my mother and my
brothers! My true brother and sister and
mother are those people that do the things
God wants.”

Story About a Farmer Planting Seed
Another time Jesus began teaching by
the lake. Many, many people gathered

around Jesus. So Jesus got into a boat and

went out on the lake. All the people stayed
on the shore next to the water. ZJesus taught
the people from the boat. Jesus used many

stories to teach them. He said, 3“Listen! A

farmer went out to plant his seed. While

* the farmer was planting, some seed fell by

the road. The birds came and ate all that
seed. SSome seed fell on rocky ground. The
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ground there did not have enough dirt. The
seed grew very fast there because the
ground was not deep. *But the sun rose and
the plants were burned. The plants died
because they did not have deep roots.
"Some other seed fell among thorny weeds.
The weeds grew and stopped the good
plants from growing. So those plants did
not make grain. 3Some other seed fell on
good ground. In the good ground, the seed
began to grow. It grew and made grain.
Some plants had 30 grains, other plants had
60 grains, and some had 100 grains.”

9Then Jesus said, “You people that hear
me, listen!”

Jesus Tells Why He Used Stories

10 ater, Jesus was away from the people.
The twelve apostles and Jesus’ other
followers asked him about the stories.

UJesus said, “Only you can know the
secret truth about the kingdom of God. But
to those other people I tell everything by
using stories. 121 do this so that:

“They will look and look,
but never really see;
they will listen and listen,
*ut never understand.
If they saw and understood,
they might change and be
forgiven.”
Isaiah 6:9-10

Jesus Explained the Story
About the Seed

3Then Jesus said to the followers, “Do
you understand this story? If you don't,
then how will you understand any story?
UThe farmer is like a person that plants
God’s teaching in people. “Sometimes the
teaching falls on the path. This is like some
people. Those people hear the teaching of
God. But Satan (the devil) comes and takes
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away the teaching that was planted in them.
16Other people are like the seed planted on
rocky ground. They hear the teaching and
quickly and gladly accept it. But those
people don’t allow the teaching to go deep
into their lives. They keep that teaching
only a short time. When trouble or
persecution® comes because of the teaching
they accepted, they quickly quit. '8Other
people are like the seed planted among the
thorny weeds. These people hear the
teaching. “But then these things come into
their lives: the worries of this life, the love
of money, and wanting all kinds of other
things. These things stop the teaching from
growing. So that teaching does not make
fruit* |in the lives of those people;. 20ther
people are like the seed planted on the good
ground. They hear the teaching and accept
it. Then they grow and make fruit—
sometimes 30 times more, sometimes 60
times more, and sometimes 100 times
more.”

You Must Use What You Have

HThen Jesus said to them, “Do you take
a lamp and hide it under a bowl or under a
bed? No! You put the lamp on a lamp table.
2Everything that is hidden will be made
clear. Every secret thing will be made
known. ZYou people that hear me, listen!

#“Think carefully about the things you
hear. The way you give is the way God will
give to you. But God will give you more
than you give. 2The person that has
(something, will receive more. But the
person that does not have ;much, will lose
even the little amount he has.” 7

persecution Being hurt or bothered by Christ’s
enemies.
make fruit The good things God wants his people to do.
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Jesus Uses a Story About Seed

26Then Jesus-said, “The kingdom of
God is like a man that plants seed in the
ground. ?’The seed begins to grow. It
grows night and day. It is not important if
the man is sleeping or awake; the seed still
grows. The man does not know how the
seed grows. 2Without any help, the
ground grows grain. First the plant grows,
then the head, and then all the grain in the
head. #When the grain is ready, the man
cuts it. This is the harvest time.”

The Kingdom Is Like a Mustard Seed

30Then Jesus said, “What can I use to
show you what the kingdom of God is
like? What story can I use to explain it?
31The kingdom of God is like a mustard
seed. The mustard seed is the smallest seed
that you plant in the ground. 32But when
you plant this seed, it grows and becomes
the largest of all the plants in your garden.
It has branghes that are very big. The wild
birds can come and make nests there and
be protected from the sun.”

Jesus used many stories like these to
teach them. He taught them all that they
could understand. 34Jesus always used
stories to teach the people. But when Jesus
and his followers were alone together,
Jesus explained everything to them.

Jesus Stops a Storm

3That day, at evening, Jesus said to his
followers, “Come with me across the
lake.” 36Jesus and the followers left the
people there. They went in the same boat
that Jesus was already sitting in. There
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were also other boats with them. 37A very
bad wind came on the lake. The waves were
coming over the sides and into the boat. The
boat was almost full of water. 38Jesus was
inside the boat, sleeping with his head on a
pillow. The followers went to him and
woke him. They said, “Teacher, do you care
about us? We will drown!”

¥Jesus stood up and commanded the
wind and the waves to stop. Jesus said,
“Quiet! Be stilll” Then the wind stopped
and the lake became calm.

40Jesus said to his followers, “Why are
you afraid? You still have no faith?”

41The followers were very afraid and
asked each other, “What kind of man is
this? Even the wind and the water obey
him!”

Jesus Frees a Man from Evil Spirits

Jesus and his followers went across the

lake to the area where the Gerasene
people lived. 2When Jesus got out of the
boat, a man came to him from the caves
where dead people are buried. This man had
an evil spirit  from the devil, living inside of
him. 3This man lived in the burial caves. No
person could tie him. Even chains could not
keep this man tied. “Many times people had
used chains to ti¢ the man’s hands and feet.
But the man broke the chains on his hands
and feet. No person was strong enough to
control him, *Day and night the man walked
around the burial caves and on the hills. The
man would scream and cut himself with
rocks. '

6While Jesus was far away, the man saw
him. The man ran to Jesus and bowed down
before him. 78Jesus said to the man, “You
evil spirit, come out of that man.” So the
man shouted with a loud voice, “What do
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you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I beg you to promise to God that
you will not punish me!”

9Then Jesus asked the man, “What is
your name?”

The man answered, “My name is
Legion,* because there are many spirits
inside me.” 1The spirits inside the man
begged Jesus again and again not to send
them out of that area.

1A large herd of pigs was eating on a
hill near there. 12The evil spirits begged
Jesus, “Send us to the pigs. Let us go into
them.” 13S0 Jesus allowed them to do this.
The evil spirits left the man and went into
the pigs. Then the herd of pigs ran down the
hill and into the lake. All the pigs were
drowned. There were about 2,000 pigs in
that herd.

14The men that had the work of caring for
the pigs ran away. The men ran to the town
and to the farms. They told all the people
what happened. The people went out to see
what happened. ¥The people came to Jesus.
They saw the man that had the many evil
spirits. The man was sitting and was wearing
clothes. His mind was right again. The
people were afraid. Some people were
there and saw what Jesus did. These people
told the other people what happened to the
man that had the demons living in him. And
they also told about the pigs. "Then the
people began to beg Jesus to leave their area.

18Jesus was preparing to leave in the
boat. The man that was freed from the
demons begged to go with Jesus.

19But Jesus did not allow the man to go.
Jesus said, “Go home to your family and
friends. Tell them about all the things the
Lord did for you. Tell them that the Lord
was good to you.” 2080 the man left and

Legion This name means very many. A legion was
about 5,000 men in the Roman army.
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told the people in the Ten Towns* about the
great things Jesus did for him. All the
people were amazed.

Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl and
Heals a Sick Woman

2Jesus went in the boat back across to
the other side of the lake. There, many
people gathered around him by the lake. 2A
leader of the synagogue came to that place.
His name was Jairus. Jairus saw Jesus and
bowed down before him. 2Jairus begged
and begged Jesus. He said, “My little
daughter is dying, Please come and put your
hands on her. Then she will be healed and
will live,”

280 Jesus went with Jairus. Many
people followed Jesus. They were pushing
very close around him.

A woman was there among the people.
This woman had been bleeding for the past
twelve years. 26The woman suffered very
much. Many doctors tried to help her. All
the money she had was spent. But she was
not improving. Her sickness was becoming
worse. 2’The woman heard about Jesus. So
she followed Jesus with the people and
touched his coat. 28The woman thought, “If
I can touch his clothes, that will be enough
to heal me.” ¥When the woman touched his
coat, her bleeding stopped. The woman felt
that her body was healed from the suffering.
30And Jesus felt power go out from him. So
he stopped and turned around. Then he
asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

3IThe followers said to Jesus, “There are
many people pushing against you. But you
ask, “Who touched me?””

32But Jesus continued looking for the

Ten Towns Greek, “Decapolis,” an area on the east
side of Lake Galilee. It once had ten main towns.
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person that touched him. 33The woman
knew that she was healed. So she came and
bowed at Jesus’ feet. The woman was
shaking with fear. She told Jesus the whole
story. *Jesus said to the woman, “Dear
woman, you are made well because you
believed. Go in peace. You will have no
more suffering.”

3Jesus was still there speaking. Some
men came from the house of Jairus, the
synagogue leader. The men said, “Your
daughter is dead. There is now no need to
bother the teacher (Jesus).”

36But Jesus did not care what the men
said. Jesus said to the synagogue leader,
“Don’t be afraid; only believe.”

3Jesus let only Peter, James, and John
the brother of James go with him. 3Jesus
and these followers went to the house of
Jairus, the synagogue leader. Jesus saw
many people there crying loudly. There was
much confusion. ¥Jesus entered the house
and said tohe people, “Why are you people
crying and making so much noise? This
child is not dead. She is only sleeping.”
40But all tho people laughed at Jesus. Jesus
told the people to leave the house. Then
Jesus went into the room where the child
was. He brought the child’s father and
mother and his three followers into the
room with him. 4'Then Jesus held the gitl’s
hand and said to her, “Talitha, koum!”
(This means, “Little girl, I tell you to stand
up!”) “2The girl stood up and began
walking. (The girl was twelve years old.)
The father and mother and the followers
were amazed. “Jesus gave the father and
mother very strict orders not to tell people
about this. Then Jesus told them to give the
girl some food to eat. -
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Jesus Goes to His Home Town

Jesus left there and went back to his

home town. His followers went with
him. 20n the Sabbath day Jesus taught in
the synagogue. Many people heard him
teach and were amazed. These people said,
“Where did this man get this teaching? How
did he get this wisdom? Who gave it to
him? And where did he get the power todo
miracles*? 3He is only the carpenter. And
his mother is Mary. He is the brother of
James, Joses, Judas, and Simon. And his
sisters are here with us.” The people did not
accept Jesus. R

4Jesus said to the people, “Other people
give honor to a prophet. But in his own
town with his own people and in his own
home, a prophet does not get honor.” Jesus
was not able to do many miracles in that
town. The only miracles he did were to heal
some sick people by putting his hands on
them. 6Jesus was very surprised because
those people did not have faith. Then Jesus
went to other villages in that area and

taught.

Jesus SendsOut His Apostles

Jesus called the twelve followers
together. Jesus sent them out in groups of
two. Jesus gave them power over evil
spirits. 8This is what Jesus told his
followers: “Take nothing for your trip. Take
only a stick for walking. Take no bread, no
bag, and no money in your pockets. *Wear
shoes, and take ouly. the clothes you are
wearing, 'When you enter a house, stay in

miracles  Amazing works done by God’s power.
prophet A person that spoke for God.
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that house until you leave that town. !If
any town refuses to accept you or refuses to
listen to you, then leave that town. Shake
their dust off your feet.” This will be a
warning to them.”

12The followers left there and went to
other places. They talked to the people and
told them to change their hearts and lives.
BThe followers forced many demons out of
people. And the followers put olive oil on*
sick people and healed them.

Herod Thinks Jesus Is John

MKing Herod* heard about Jesus,
because Jesus was now famous. Some
people said, “;He (Jesus) is; John the
Baptizer. He is risen from death. That is
why he can do these miracles.”

150ther people said, “He is Elijah.*”

Other people said, “Jesus is a prophet.
He is like the prophets that lived long ago.”

1éHerod heard these things about Jesus.
He said, “T killed John by cutting off his
head. Now John has been raised from
death!” -

How John the Baptizer Was Killed

1"Herod* himself had ordered his soldiers
to arrest John. So-John was put into prison.
Herod did this to please his wife, Herodias.
Herodias was the wife of Philip, Herod’s
brother. But then Herod married Herodias.

Shake their dust off your feet A warning. It would
show that they were finished talking to these people.

put olive oil on  Olive oil was used like a medicine.

Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and
Perea, son of Herod the Great.*

Elijah A man that spoke for God about 850 B.C.
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18John told Herod that it was not right for
him to be married to his brother’s wife. °So
Herodias hated John. She wanted to kill
him. But Herodias was not able to persuade
Herod to kill John, 20Herod was aftaid to
kill John. Herod knew that all the people
thought John was a good and holy man. So
Herod protected John. Herod enjoyed
listening to John preach. But John’s
message always bothered Herod.

2Then the right time came for Herodias
to cause John’s death. It happened on
Herod’s birthday. Herod gave a dinner party
for the most important government leaders,
the commanders of his army, and the most
important people in Galilee. 22The daughter
of Herodias came to the party and danced.
When she danced, Herod and the people
eating with him were very pleased.

So King Herod said to the girl, “I will
give you anything you want.” 2Herod
promised her, “Anything you ask for I will
give to you. I will even give you half of my
kingdom.”

%The girl went to her mother and asked,
“What should I ask King Herod to give
me?”

Her mother answered, “Ask for the head
of John the Baptizer.”

25Quickly the girl went back in to the
king. The girl said to the king, “Please give
me the head of John the Baptizer. Bring it
to me now on a plate.”

2K ing'Herod was very sad. But he had
promised to give the girl anything she
wanted. And the people eating there with
Herod heard his promise. So Herod did not
want to refuse the thing she asked for. #’So
the king sent a soldier to cut off John’s head
and bring it..So the soldier went and cut off
John’s head in the prison. Then the soldier
brought John’s head back on a plate. He
gave the head to the girl. Then the girl gave
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the head to her mother. ®John’s followers
heard about what happened. So they came
and got John’s body. They put it in a tomb

(grave).

Jesus Feeds More than 5,000 People

30The apostles |that Jesus sent out, came
back to Jesus. They gathered around Jesus
and told him about all the things they. did
and taught. 3Jesus and his followers were
in a very busy place. There were many,
many people. Jesus and his followers did
not even have time to eat. Jesus said to his
followers, “Come with me. We will go to
a quiet place to be alone. There we will
get some rest.”

3280 Jesus and his followers went away
alone. They went in a boat to a place
where there were no people. 3But many
people saw them leave. The people knew
it was Jesus. So people from all the towns
ran to the place where Jesus was going.
The people were there before Jesus
arrived. 3*When Jesus arrived there, he
saw many people waiting. Jesus felt sorry
for them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd (to care for them,. So
Jesus taught the people many things.

3]t was now late in the day. So Jesus’
followers came to him. They said, “No
people live in this place. And it is already
very late. 26So send the people away. They
need to go to the farms and towns around
here to buy some food to eat.”

3But Jesus answered, “You give them
some food to eat.”

The followers said to Jesus, “We can’t
buy enough bread to feed all these people!
We would all have to work a month to
earn enough money to buy that much
bread!”
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The followers counted their loaves of bread.

They came to Jesus and said, “We have five
loaves of bread and two fish.”
. 3Then Jesus said to the followers, “Tell all
the people to sit in groups on the green grass.”
480 all the people sat in groups. There were
about 50 or 100 people in each group. *!Jesus
took the five loaves and two fish. He looked
up to the sky and thanked God for the bread.
Then Jesus divided the bread and gave it to
his followers. Jesus told his followers to give
the bread to the people. Then Jesus divided
the two fish and gave the fish to the people.
22A11 the people ate and were full. After the
people finished eating, the followers filled
twelve baskets with the pieces of bread and
fish that were not eaten. “There were about
5,000 men there that ate.

Jesus Walks on the Water

“Then Jesus told the followers to get into
the boat. Jesus told them to go to the other
side of the lake to Bethsaida. Jesus said that
he would come later. Jesus stayed there to tell
the people they could go home. “After Jesus
said good-bye to the people, he went into the
hills to pray.

47That night, the boat was still in the
middle of the lake. Jesus. was alone on the
land. “8Jesus saw the boat far away on the
lake. He saw the followers working hard to
row the boat. The wind was blowing against
them. Sometime between three and six
o’clock in the morning, Jesus went to the boat.
Jesus was walking on the water. Jesus
continued walking until he was almost past
the boat. 4But the followers saw Jesus
walking on the water. They thought he was a
ghost. The followers shouted with fear. All
the followers saw Jesus and were very afraid.
But Jesus spoke to the followers and said,
“Don’t worry! It’s me! Don’t be afraid.”
S1Then Jesus got into the boat with the
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followers. And the wind became calm. The
followers were completely amazed. 2They
had seen Jesus make more bread from the five
loaves. But they did not understand what it
meant, They were not able to understand it.

Jesus Heals Many People

3Jesus and his followers went across the
lake. They came to shore at Gennesaret. They
tied the boat there. *When they were out of
the boat, the people saw Jesus. They knew
who he was. The people ran to tell other
people, everywhere in that area that Jesus was
there;. The people brought sick people on beds
to every place Jesus went. S6Jesus went into
towns and cities and farms around that area.
And every place Jesus went, the people
brought sick people to the market places.
They begged Jesus to let them touch any part
of his coat. And all the people that touched
him were healed.

God'’s Law and Rules that People Make

Some Pharisees and some teachers of the

law came from Jerusalem. They gathered
around Jesus. 2The Pharisees and teachers of
the law saw that some of Jesus’ followers ate
food with hands that were not clean. (“Not
clean” means that they did not wash their hands
(dn the way the Pharisees said people must;.)
SThe Pharisees and all the Jews never eat
before washing their hands in this special way.
They do this to follow the teaching given to
them by their great people that lived before
them. *And when the Jews buy something in
the market, they never eat it until they wash it
in a special way. They also follow other rules
from their people that lived before them. They
follow rules like the washing of cups, pitchers,
and pots.

SThe Pharisees and teachers of the law said
to Jesus, “Your followers don’t follow the rules
given to us by our great people that lived
before us. Your followers eat their food with
hands that are not clean. Why do they do this?”

6Jesus - answered, “You are all
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MARK 7:7-16

hypocrites.” Isaiah was right when he spoke
about you. Isaiah wrote,

“These people say they honor me,
but they don’t really make me an
important part of their lives.
T Their worship of me is for nothing.
The things they teach are only rules
that people have made.’
Isaiah 29:13

$You have stopped following the commands
of God. Now you follow the teachings of
men.”

9Then Jesus said to them: “You think
you are smart! You ignore the commands of
God so that you can follow your own
teachings! 1®Moses said, “You must honor
(respect) your father and mother.”* Then
Moses also said, ‘Any person that says bad
things to his father or mother must be
killed.”™ 'But you teach that a person can
say to his father or mother, ‘I have
something I could use to help you. But I
will not use it to help you. T will give it to
God.” 1?You are telling that person that he
does not have to do anything for his father
or mother. 13S0 you are teaching that it is
not important to do what God said. You
think that it is more important to follow
those rules you teach people. And you do
many things like that.”

14Jesus called the people to him again.
He said, “Every person should listen to me
and understand what I am saying, 15There is
nothing a person puts into his body that
makes him wrong. A person is made wrong
by the things that come from him.” 16*

hypoerites 'Bad people that act like they are good.

‘You must honor ... mother’ Quote from Ex. 20:12;
Deut. 5:16.

‘Any person ... killed’ Quote from Ex. 21:17.

Verse 16 Some Greek copies add verse 16: “You
people that hear me, listen!”
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MARK 7:17-28

17Then Jesus left the people and went
into the house. The followers asked Jesus
about this story. #Jesus said, “You still
have trouble understanding? Surely you
know that nothing that enters a person from
the outside can make him wrong. Food
does not go into a person’s mind. Food goes
into the stomach. Then that food goes out of
the body.” (When Jesus said this, he meant
that there is no food that is wrong for
people to eat:) :

20And Jesus said, “The things that come
from a person are the things that make that
person wrong. 2!All these bad things begin
inside a person, in the mind: bad thoughts,
sexual sins, stealing, murder, Zadultery;”
selfishness, doing bad things to people,
lying, doing sinful things, jealousy, saying
bad things- about people, proud boasting,
and foolish living, All these evil things
come from inside a person. These things
make a person wrong.”

Jesus Helps a Non-Jewish Woman

MJesus left that place and went to the
area around Tyre. Jesus went into a house
there. Jesus did not want the people in that
area to know he was there. But Jesus could
not stay hidden. 2A woman heard that
Jesus was there. Her little daughter had an
evil spirit | from the devil, inside her. So the
woman came to Jesus and bowed down near
his feet. 26The woman was not a Jew. She
was Greek, born in Phoenicia, an area in
Syria. The woman begged Jesus to force the
demon* out of her daughter. ’

2Jesus told the woman: “It is not right to
take the children’s bread and give it to the
dogs. First let the children eat all they
want.” ,

28The woman answered, “That is true,

adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
demon A demon is an evil spirit from the devil.
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" MARK 7:29-8:2

Lord. But the dogs under the table can eat
the pieces of food that the children don’t
eat.”

2Then Jesus told the woman, “That is a
very good answer. You may go. The demon
has left your daughter.”

30The woman went home and found her
daughter lying on the bed. The demon was
gone.

Jesus Heals a Deaf Man

31Then Jesus left the area around Tyre and
went through Sidon. Jesus went to Lake
Galilee. Jesus went through the-area of the
Ten Towns. 32While he:was there, some
people brought a man to him. This man was
deaf and could not talk. The people begged
Jesus to put his hand on the man (to heal
him_'.

33Jesus led the man away from the people
to be alone with him. Jesus put his fingers in
the man’s ears. Then Jesus spit and touched
the man’s tongue. Jesus looked up to the
sky ‘and made a breathing sound. Jesus said
to the man, “Ephphatha!” (This means,
“Open!”) 3¥When Jesus did this, the man was
able to hear. The man was able to use his
tongue and spoke clearly. ~

36Jesus commanded the people not to tell
any person about what happened. Jesus
always commanded people not to tell other
people about him. But this only caused the
people to tell about him more and more.
3"The people were really amazed. The people
said, “Jesus does everything in a good way.
Jesus makes deaf people able to hear. And
people that can’t talk—Jesus makes them
able to talk.”

Jesus Feeds More than 4,000 People

Another time there were many people
with Jesus;. The people had nothing to
eat. So Jesus called his followers to him.
Jesus said, 2“1 feel sorry for these people.
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MARK 8:3-15

They have been with me for three days.
And now they have nothing to eat. 31 should
not send them home hungry. If they leave
without eating, they will faint while going
home. Some of these people live a long way
from here.”

4Jesus’ followers answered, “But we are
far away from any towns. Where can we get
enough bread to feed all these people?”

Then Jesus asked them, “How many
loaves of bread do you have?”

The followers answered, “We have seven
loaves of bread.”

6Jesus told the people to sit on the ground.
Then Jesus took the seven loaves and gave
thanks to God. Jesus divided the bread and
gave the pieces to his followers. Jesus told
the followers to give the bread to the people.
The followers obeyed him. "The followers
also had a few small fish. Jesus gave thanks
for the fish and told the followers to give the
fish to the people. 8All the people ate and
were full. Then the followers filled seven
baskets with the pieces of food that were not
eaten. 9There were about 4,000 men that ate.
After they ate, Jesus told them'to go home.
10Then Jesus went in a boat with his
followers to the area of Dalmanutha.

The Pharisees Try to Test Jesus

- 'The Pharisees came to Jesus and asked
him questions. They wanted to test Jesus. So
they asked Jesus to do a miracle” to show that
he was from God. 12Jesus made a sad sound
like he was troubled. He said, “Why do you
people ask to see a miracle as proof? I tell
you the truth. No proof like that will be given
to you.” BThen Jesus left the Pharisees. Jesus
went in the boat to the other side of the lake.

Warning About the Jewish Leaders
14The followers had only one loaf of

bread with them in the boat. They forgot to

bring more bread. Jesus warned them, “Be

miracle  An amazing work done by God’s power.
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MARK 8:16-24

careful! Guard against the yeast* of the
Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”

16The followers discussed the meaning of
this. They said, “He said this because we
have no bread.”

Jesus knew that the followers were
talking about this. So Jesus asked them,
“Why are you talking about having no
bread? You still don’t see or understand?
Are you not able to understand? '8Do you
have eyes that can’t see? Do you have ears
that can’t hear? Remember what I did
before, when we did not have enough
bread? I divided five loaves of bread for
5,000 people. Remember how many baskets
you filled with pieces of food that were not
eaten?”

The followers answered, “We filled
twelve baskets.”

20“And remember that I divided seven
loaves of bread for 4,000 people.
Remember how many baskets you filled
with pieces of food that were not eaten?”

The followers answered, “We filled
seven baskets.”

2Then Jesus said to them, “You
remember these things I did,, but you still
don’t understand?”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man In Bethsaida

2Jesus and his followers came to
Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind
man to Jesus. They begged Jesus to touch
the man. 8o Jesus held the blind man’s
hand and'led him out of the village. Then
Jesus spit on the man’s eyes. Jesus put his
hands on the blind man and asked him,
“Can you see now?”

24The blind man looked up and said,
“Yes, I see people. They-look like trees
walking around.”

yeast Used here as a symbol of bad influence,
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%5Again Jesus put his hands on the blind
man’s eyes. Then the man opened his eyes
wide. His eyes were healed, and he was able
to see everything clearly. 26Jesus told him to
go home. Jesus said, “Don’t go into the
town.”

Peter Says that Jesus Is the Christ

Mesus and his followers went to the towns
in the area of Caesarea Philippi. While they
were traveling, Jesus asked the followers,
“Who do people say [ am?”

BThe followers answered, “Some people
say you are John the Baptizer. Other people
say you are Elijah. And other people say that
you are one of the prophets.”” v

SThen Jesus asked, “Who do you say [ am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Christ.””

3Jesus told the followers, “Don’t tell any
person who [ am.” ‘

Jesus Says He Must Die

31Then Jesus began to teach his followers
that the Son of Man must suffer many things.
Jesus taught that the Son of Man would not be
accepted by the older Jewish leaders, the
leading priests, and the teachers of the law.
Jesus taught that the Son of Man must be
killed and then rise from death after three
days. 3Jesus told them everything that would
happen. He did not keep anything secret, Peter
spoke to Jesus alone. Peter criticized Jesus for
saying (those things,. ¥But Jesus turned and
looked at his followers. Then he criticized
Peter, Jesus said to Peter, “Go away from me,
Satan*! You don’t care about the things of
God. You care only about things that people
think are important.”

34Then Jesus called the people to him.

prophets  People that spoke for God.

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of
God.

Satan Name for the devil meaning “the enemy.” Jesus
means that Peter was talking like Satan.
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MARK 8:35-9:6

His followers were also there. Then Jesus
said, “If any person wants to follow me, he
must say ‘No’ to the things he wants. That
person must accept the cross (suffering) that
is given to him, and he must follow me.
35The person that wants to save his life will
lose it. And every person that gives his life
for me and for the Good News will save his
life forever. 6]t is worth nothing for a
person to have the whole world, if he loses
his-soul ;in hell;. ¥A person could never
pay enough to buy back his soul. 3¥The
people that live now are living in a sinful
and evil time. If any person is ashamed of
me and my teaching, then T* will be
ashamed of that person. I will be ashamed
of that person at the time I come with the
glory of my Father and the holy angels.”

Then Jesus said, “I tell you the truth.

Some of you people standing here will
see the kingdom of God come before you
die. The kingdom of God will come with
power.”

Jesus with Moses and Elijah

2§ix days later Jesus took Peter, James,
and John and went up on a high mountain.
They were all alone there. While these
followers watched him, Jesus was changed.
3Jesus’ clothes became shining white. The
clothes were whiter than any person could
make them. “Then two men were there,
talking with Jesus. The men were Moses
and Elijah.*

SPeter said to Jesus, “Teacher, it is good
that we are here. We will put three tents
here—one for you, one for Moses, and one
for Elijah.” SPeter did not know what to say,
because he and the other two followers
were very afraid.

1 Literally, “the Son of Man.”
Moses and Elijah Two important Jewish leaders
during the time of the Old Testament.



DA #EE 9:7-17 140 MARK 9:7-17
TR R LBk — AR, BREE TThen a cloud came and covered them. A

ik, WZE AR — AT
CERRMEBT, HIERAMY
i,

WA TRBI A, 25 % I
HRTIBRZ S, ZE—~A.
SN TR LAY, HRSEMM A=
A TEATRMEAEZN, FEER

SR LT,
O B AT B RO B, B
WATMEER T 68  “Hmigsk” 5

BEMAZE, MUITNEEE <t
L TR FIE A5 S 0Bx?
OVERERPE:  RH, DURITEAHE S
¥, EXNAW, RN B b
XE#H, NFUARBRLE, WlE
EH A48 PRE R DA
WELRT. AT RIS,
Mg (B) s LYFRARRE, 7

HRRE

“ERER, 1%, MAFMAREET
HATTRER TR, 418 IR T5E
TR 2 NF%, ERAEMIT®
i, IR — WERERE R T, #B1R
WF, bR,

CHRBRI AT ARATR R I
it ” ‘

TABEREHR A, B
- R CDREE) 456
()« XEM—FH - IHA.,

voice came from the cloud and said, “This
(Jesus) is my Son and I love him. Obey
him!”
- 8Then Peter, James, and John looked, but
they saw only Jesus there alone with them.
%Jesus and the followers were walking
back down the mountain. Jesus commanded
the followers, “Don’t tell any person about
the things you saw on the mountain. Wait
until after the Son of Man rises from death.
Then you can tell people what you saw.”
1080 the followers obeyed Jesus and said
nothing about what they saw. But they
discussed what Jesus meant about rising
from death. !"The followers asked Jesus,
“Why do the teachers of the law say that
Elijah must come™ first?” '
ZJesus answered, “They are right to say
that Elijah must come first. Elijah makes all
things the way they should be. But why
does the Scripture” say that the Son of Man
will suffer much and that people will think
he is worth nothing? I tell you that Elijah
has already-come. And people did to him all
the bad, things they wanted to do. The
Scriptures said this would happen to him.”

Jesus Hedls a Sick Boy

WThen Jesus, Peter, James, and John
went to the other followers. They saw many
people around them. The teachers of the
law were arguing with the followers.
5When the people saw Jesus, they were
very surprised. They ran to him to welcome
him.

16Jesus asked, “What are you arguing
with the teachers of the law about?”

A man answered, “Teacher, I brought
my son to you. My son has a spirit  from the

Elijah must come See Mal. 4:5-6.
Seripture  Part of the Holy Writings—Old Testament.
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devil, inside him. This spirit stops my son
from talking. '¥The spirit attacks my son
and throws him on the ground.-My son
foams from his mouth, grinds his teeth, and
becomes very stiff. I asked your followers
to force the evil spirit out, but they could
not.”

BJesus answered, “You people don’t
believe! How long must I stay with you?
How long must I continue to be patient with
you? Bring the boy to me!”

280 the followers brought the boy to
Jesus. When the (evil; spirit saw Jesus, the
spirit attacked the boy: The boy fell down
and rolled on the ground. He was foaming
from his mouth. ; ‘

UJesus asked the boy’s father, “How
long has this been happening to the boy?”

The father answered, “Since he was very
young. %The spirit often throws him into a
fire or into water to kill him. If you can do
anything for him, please have pity on us and
help us.”

Besus said to the father, “You said,
‘Help him if you can.” All things are
possible for the person that believes.”

MThe father became very excited. He
said, “I do believe. Help me to believe
more!” ‘

Jesus saw that all the people were
running there to see what was happening.
So Jesus spoke to the evil spirit. Jesus said,
“You evil spirit that makes this boy deaf
and stops him from talking—I command
you to come out of this boy and never enter
him again!”

%The \evil; spirit screamed. The spirit
caused the boy to fall on the ground again,
and then the spirit came out. The boy
looked like he was dead. Many people said,
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“He is dead!” 27But Jesus held the boy’s
hand and helped him stand.

28Jesus went into the house. His
followers were alone with him there. They
said, “We could not force that evil spirit
out. Why?”

BJesus answered, “That kind of spirit
can only be forced out by using prayer.”

Jesus Talks About His Death

30Then Jesus and his followers left that
place. They went through Galilee. Jesus did
not want the people to know where they
were. 3!Jesus wanted to teach his followers
alone, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man
will be given to people that will kill him.
After three days, he will rise from death.”
32But the followers did not understand what
Jesus meant. And they were afraid to ask
him what he meant.

Jesus Tells Who Is the Greatest

3Jesus and his followers went to
Capernaum. They went into a house. Then
Jesus said,to his followers, “I heard you
arguing on the road today. What were you
arguing about?” 3But the followets did not
answer, because their argument on the road
was about which one of them was the
greatest. o

3Jesus sat down and called the twelve
apostles to him. Jesus said, “If any person
wants to be the most important, then he
must make all other people more important
than himself. That person must serve all
other people.”

3%Then Jesus took a small child. Jesus
stood the child before the foilowers. Jesus
held the child in his arms and said, 37“If a
person accepts children like these in my
name, then that person is also accepting me:
And if a person accepts me, then that person
is-also accepting the One (God) that sent
me.”
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Any Person Not Against Us Is for Us

38Then John said, “Teacher, we saw a
man using your name to force demons out
of a person. He is not one of us. So we told
him to stop, because he does not belong to
our group.”

MJesus said, “Don’t stop him. Any
person that uses my name to do powerful
things will not say bad things about me.
4The person that is not against us is with
us. 41 tell you the truth. If a person helps
you by giving you a drink of water because
you belong to the Christ, then that person
will truly get his reward.

Jesus Warns About Causes of Sin '

24f one of these little children believes
in me, and another person causes that child
to sin, then it will be very bad for that
person. It would be better for that person to
have a millstone” tied around his neck and
be drowned in the sea. #If your hand makes
you sin, cut it off. It is better for you to lose
part of your body but have life forever. That
is much better than to have two hands and
go to hell. In‘that place the fire never stops.
4“4+ 45Tf your foot makes you sin, cut it off. It
is better for you to lose part of your body
but have life forever. That is much better
than to have two feet and be thrown into
hell. 46 47If your eye makes you sin, take
it out. It is better for you to have only one
eye but have life forever. That is much
better than to have two eyes and be thrown
into hell. #8The worms that eat the people in

millstone - A large, round stone used for grinding grain.

Verse 44 Some Greek copies of Mark add verse 44,
which is the same as verse 48.

Verse 46 Some Greek copies of Mark add verse 46,
which is the same as verse 48.
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hell never die. In hell the fire is never
stopped. 4°Every person will be punished*
with fire.

50“Salt is good. But if the salt loses its
salty taste, then you can’t make it salty
again. So, be full of goodness. And have
peace with each other.”

Jesus Teaches About Divorce.

1 Then Jesus left that place. He went

into the area of Judea and across the
Jordan River. Again, many people came to
him. And Jesus taught the people like he
always did.

2Some Pharisees came to Jesus. They
tried to make Jesus say something wrong,
They asked Jesus, “Is it right for a man to
divorce his wife?” .

3Jesus answered, “What did Moses
command you to do?”

“The Pharisees said, “Moses allowed a
man to divorce his wife by writing a
certificate of divorce.”

SJesus said; “Moses wrote . that
command for you because you refused to
accept God’s teaching. *But when God
made the world, ‘he made people male and
female.”” " That is why a man.will leave
his father and mother and be joined to his
wife. *And the two people will become
one.” So the people are not two, but one.
9God has joined those two people together.
So no person should separate them.”

punished Literally, “salted.”
‘he made ... female’ Quote from Gen. 1:27.
“That is why ... ene’ Quote from Gen. 2:24.
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10 ater, the followers and Jesus were in
the house, The followers asked Jesus again
about the question of divorce. !lJesus
answered, “Any person that divorces his
wife and marries another woman is guilty of
sin against his wife. He is guilty of the sin
of adultery. 12And the woman that divorces
her husband and marries another man is
also guilty of adultery.”

Jesus Accepts Children

- 3People brought their small children to
Jesus, so that Jesus could touch them. But
the followers told the people to stop
bringing their children to Jesus. Jesus saw
what happened. He did not like his
followers telling the children not to come.
Jesus said to them, “Let the little children

come to me. Don’t stop them, because the

kingdom of God belongs to people that are
like these little children. 5I tell you the
truth. You must accept the kingdom of God
like a little child accepts things, or you will
never enter it.” Then Jesus held the
children in his arms. Jesus put his hands on
them and blessed them.

A Rich Man Refuses to Follow Jesus

17Jesus started to leave, but a man ran to
him and bowed on his knees before Jesus.
The man asked, “Good teacher, what must I
do to get the life that never ends?”

18Jesus answered, “Why do you call me
good? No person is good. Only God is
good. 19But T will answer your question;.
You know the commands: ‘You must not
murder anyone, you must not do the sin of
adultery, you must not steal, you must not
lie, you must not cheat, you must honor
(respect) your father and mother....””

“You must not ... imother’ - Quote from Ex. 20:12-16;
Deut. 5:16-20.
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20The man said, “Teacher, I have
obeyed all these commands since I was a
boy.”

21Jesus looked at the man. Jesus felt
love for him. Jesus said, “There is still
one more thing you need to do. Go and
sell everything you have. Give the
money to the poor people. You will have
a reward in heaven. Then come and
follow me.”

2The man was very sorry to hear
Jesus say this, and he left. The man was
sad because he was very rich jand
wanted to keep his money,.

2Then Jesus looked at his followers
and said to them, “It will be very hard
for a rich person to enter the kingdom of
God!”

24The followers were amazed at what
Jesus said. But Jesus said again, “My
children, it is very hard to enter the
kingdom of God! 2’And it will be very
hard for rich people to enter the kingdom
of God! It would be easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle!”

26The followers were more amazed
and said to each other, “Then who can be
saved?”

2Jesus looked at the followers and
said, “This is something that people
cannot do themselves. It must come from
God. God can do all things.”

28Peter said to Jesus, “We left
everything to follow you!”

YJesus said, “I tell you the truth.
Every person that has left his home,
brothers, sisters, mother, father,
children, or farm for me and for the
Good News 30will get a hundred times
more than he left. Here in this world that
person will get more homes, brothers,
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sisters, mothers, children, and farms.
And with those things, that person will
have persecutions.” But he will also have a
reward in the world that is coming. That
reward is life forever. 3'Many people that
have the highest place now will have the
lowest place in the future. And the people
that have the lowest place now will have the
highest place in the future.”

Jesus Talks Again About His Death

32Jesus and the people with him were
going to Jerusalem. Jesus was leading the
people. Jesus’ followers were amazed. But
those people that followed behind them
were afraid. Jesus gathered the twelve
apostles again and tatked with them alone.
Jesus told them what would happen in
Jerusalem. Jesus said, “We are going to
Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be given to
the leading priests and teachers of the law.
The priests and the teachers of the law will
say that the Son of Man must die. They will
give the Son of Man to the non-Jewish
people. 3*Those people will laugh at him
and spit on him. They will beat him with
whips and kill him. But on the third day
after his death, he will rise to life again.”

James and John Ask a Favor

35Then James and John, sons of Zebedee,
came to Jesus. They said, “Teacher, we
want to ask you to do something for us.”

36Jesus, asked, “What do you want me to
do for you?”

3The sons answered, “You will have
glory jin your kingdom,. Let one of us sit at
your right, and let one of us sit at your left.”

3®Jesus said, “You don’t understand what
you are asking. Can you accept the kind of

persecutions Being hurt or bothered by Christ’s
enemies. !
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suffering that I must have*? And can you be
baptized with the same kind of baptism*
that I must have?”

3The sons answered, “Yes, we can!”

Jesus said to the sons, “You will suffer
the same things that I will suffer. And you
will be baptized with the same baptism that I
must have, “°But I cannot choose the person
that will sit at my right or my left. There are
some people that will have those places.
Those places are prepared for them.”

41The other ten followers heard this. They
became angry with James and John. “2Jesus
called all the followers together. Jesus said,
“The non-Jewish people have men they call
rulers. You know that those rulers love to
show their power over the people. And their
important leaders love to use all their
authority over the people. 4*But it should not
be that way with you. If one of you wants to
become great, then he must serve you like a
servant. “If one of you wants to become the
most important, then he must serve all of
you like a slave. 4In the same way, the Son
of Man did not come for other people to
serve him. But the Son of Man came to
serve other people. The Son of Man came to
give his life to save many people.”

Jesus Heals a Blind Man

46Then they came to the town of Jericho.
Jesus was leaving that town with his followers
and many other people. A blind man named
Bartimaeus (son of Timaeus) was sitting by the
1oad. This man was always begging for money.
#'The blind man heard that Jesus from Nazareth
was walking by, The blind man shouted, “Jesus,
Son of David,” please help me!”

“Many people criticized the blind man.

aceept ... suffering that I must have Literally, “drink
the cup that I must drink.”

baptized with the same kind of baptism Has a special
meaning here—being “baptized” or “buried” in
troubles.

Son of David - Name for the Christ, who was from the
family of David, king of Tsrael.
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They told him-not to speak. But the blind
man shouted more and more, “Son of
David, please help me!”

#Jesus stopped and said, “Tell the man
to come here.”

So they called the blind man. They said,
“Be happy! Stand up! Jesus is calling you.”
0The blind man stood-quickly. He left his
coat there and went to Jesus.

S1Jesus asked the man, “What do you
want me to do for you?”

The blind man answered, “Teacher, 1
want to see again.”

2Jesus said, “Go. You are healed
because you believed.” Then the man was
able to see again. He followed Jesus on the
road.

Jesus Enters Jerusalem like a King

1 Jesus and his followers were coming

closer to Jerusalem. They came to the
towns of Bethphage and Bethany at the
Mount of Olives.* There Jesus sent two of
his followers to do something. 2Jesus said to
the followers, “Go to the town you can see
there. When you enter it, you will find a
young donkey tied there. No person has
ever ridden this donkey. Untie the donkey
and bring it here to me. 3If any person asks
you why you are taking the donkey, tell that
person, ‘The Master needs this donkey. He
will send it back-soon.”

“The followers went into the town. They
found a ypung donkey tied in the street near
the door of a house. The followers untied
the donkey. SSome people were standing
there and saw this. The people asked,
“What are you doing? Why are you untying

Mount of Olives A hill near the city of Jerusalem.
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that donkey?” 6The followers answered the
way Jesus told them to answer. The people
let the followers take the donkey. "The
followers brought the donkey to Jesus. The
followers put their coats on the donkey, and
Jesus sat on it. $Many people spread their
coats on the road for Jesus. Other people cut
branches in the fields and spread the
branches on the road. °Some of the people
were walking ahead of Jesus. Other people
were walking behind him. All the people
shouted,

“Praise* Him!"
‘Welcome! God bless the One that
comes in the name of the Lord!”.
Psalm 118:25, 26

10 God bless the kingdom of our father
David.
That kingdom is coming!
Praise to God in heaven!”

!Jesus went into Jerusalem and went to
the temple.” Jesus looked at everything in
the temple area. But it was already late. So
Jesus went to Bethany with the twelve
apostles.

12The next day, Jesus was leaving
Bethany. He was hungry. Jesus saw a fig
tree with leaves, So Jesus went to the tree to
see if it had any figs growing on it. But
Jesus found no figs on the tree. There were
only leaves. It was not the right time for figs
to grow. 1So Jesus said to the tree, “People
will never eat fruit from you again.” Jesus’
followers heard him say this.

Praise Literally, “Hosanna,” a Hebrew word used in
praying to God for help. At this time it was probably
ashout of joy used in praising God or His Messiah.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish
worship. :
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Jesus Goes to the Tempie

BJesus went to Jerusalem. He went into
the temple area. Jesus began to throw out
the people that were selling and buying
things there. Jesus turned over the tables
that belonged to the people that were
exchanging different kinds of money. And
Jesus turned over the benches of those
people that were selling doves. !6Jesus
refused to allow any person to carry things
through the temple area. "Then Jesus
taught the people. He said, “It is written in
the Scriptures,” ‘My house will be called a
house for prayer for all people.”” But you
are changing God’s house into a ‘hiding
place for thieves.”™” ;

18The leading priests and the teachers of
the law heard these things. They began
trying to find a way to kill Jesus. They were
afraid of Jesus because all the people were
amazed at his teaching. 1¥That night, Jesus
and his followers left the city. :

Jesus Shows the Power of Faith

The next morning, Jesus was walking
with his followers. They saw the fig tree
that Jesus spoke to the day before,. The fig
tree was dry and dead, even the roots.
2peter remembered the tree and said to
Jesus, “Teacher, look! Yesterday, you told
that fig tree to die. Now it is dry and dead!”

2]esus answered, “Have faith in God. 21
tell you the truth. You can say to this
mountain, ‘Go, mountain, fall into the sea.’
And if you have no doubts in your mind and
beligve that the thing you say will happen,
then God will do it for you.- 24So I tell you
to ask for things in prayer. And if you
believe that you have received those things,

Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
‘My house ... people’ Quote from Isa. 56:7.
‘hiding place for thieves’ Quote from Jer. 7:11.
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then they will be yours. 2When you are
praying, and you.remember that you are
angry with another person about something,
then forgive that person. If you do this, then
your Father in heaven will also forgive your
sins.”  %6* C

Jewish Leaders Doubt Jesus’ Authority

21Jesus and his followers went again to
Jerusalem. Jesus was walking in the temple
area. The leading priests, the teachers of the
law, and the older Jewish leaders came to
Jesus. 2They said to Jesus, “Tell us! What
authority (power) do you have to do these
things? Who gave vou this authority?”

PJesus answered, “I will ask you a
question. You answer my question. Then I
will-tell you whose authority I use to do
these things. 30Tell me: When John
baptized” people, did that come from God
or from man? Answer me!”

3IThese Jewish leaders talked about
Jesus’ question. They said to each other, “If
we answer, ‘John’s baptism was from God,’
then Jesus will say, “Then why didn’t you
believe John?’ 32But if we say, ‘John’s
baptism was from man,’ then the people
will be angry with us).” (These leaders were
aftaid of the people. All the people believed
that John was a prophet.”)

3350 the leaders answered Jesus, “We
don’t know the answer.” ;

Jesus said, “Then I will not tell you what
authority I use to do these things.” ‘

Verse 26 Some carly Greek copies add verse 26: “But
if you don’t forgive other people, then your Father in
heaven will not forgive your sins.”

baptized A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or
bury a person or thing briefly under water.

prophet A person that spoke for God.
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God Sends His Son

1 2Jesus used stories to teach the people.

Jesus said, “A man planted a field
with grapes. The man put a wall around the
field and dug a hole for a wine press.” Then
the man built a tower. The man leased the
field to some farmers. Then the man left for
a trip. 2Later, it was time for the grapes to
be picked. So the man sent a servant to the
farmers to get his share of the grapes. *But
the farmers grabbed the servant and beat
him. They sent the servant away with
nothing, 4Then the man sent another servant
to the farmers. The farmers hit this servant
on the head. They showed no respect for
him, 3So the man sent another servant. The
farmers killed this servant. The man sent
many other servants to the farmers. The
farmers beat some of the servants and killed
the others.

The man had one person left to send to
the farmers. This person was the man’s son.
The man loved his son. But the man
decided to send the son to the farmers. The
son was the last person he could send. The
man said, ‘The farmers will respect my
son.’

7“But the farmers said to each other,
‘This is the owner’s son. This field will be
his. If we kill him, then his field will be
ours.” 8So the farmers took the son, killed
him, and threw him out of the field.

9“So what will the man that owns the
field do? He will go to the field and kill
those farmers. Then he will give the field to
other farmers. 9Surely you have read this
Scripture:

wine press A place dug in rock used to mash grapes
and collect the juice for making wine.
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12These Jewish leaders heard this story
that Jesus told. They knew that this story
was about them. So they wanted to find a
way to arrest Jesus. But they were afraid of
the people. So the Jewish leaders left Jesus
and went away.

The Jewish Leaders Try to Trick Jesus

BLater, the Jewish leaders sent some
Pharisees and some men from the group
called Herodians to Jesus. They wanted to
catch Jesus saying something wrong. '“The
Pharisees and Herodians went to Jesus and
said, “Teacher, we know that you are an
honest man. You are not afraid of what
other people think about you. All men are
the same to you. And you teach the truth
about God’s way. Tell us: Is it right to pay
taxes to Caesar*? Yes or no? Should we pay
taxes, or should we not pay taxes?”

But Jesus knew that these men were
really trying to trick him. Jesus said, “Why
are you trying to catch me saying something
wrong? Bring me a silver coin. Let me see
it.” 16They gave Jesus a coin and Jesus
asked, “Whose picture is on the coin? And
whose name is written on it?” They
answered, “It is Caesar’s picture and
Caesar’s name.”

"Then Jesus said to them, “Give to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. And
give to God the things that are God’s.” The
men were amazed at what Jesus said.

cornerstone - The first and most important rock of a
building.

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of
Rome.
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Some Sadducees Try to Trick Jesus

BThen some Sadducees” came to Jesus.
(Sadducees believe that no person will rise
from death.) The Sadducees asked Jesus a
question. 1They said, “Teacher, Moses
wrote that if a married man dies and he had
no children, then his brother must marry the
woman. Then they will have children for
the dead brother. 20There were seven
brothers. The first brother married but died.
He had no children. 2!So the second brother
married the woman, But he also died and
had no children. The same thing happened
with the third brother. 2All seven brothers
married the woman and died. None of the
brothers had any children with the woman.
The woman was last to die. 2But all seven
brothers had married her. So at the time
when people rise from death, whose wife
will the woman be?”

2UJesus answered, “Why did you make
this mistake? Is it because you don’t know
what the Scriptures say? Or because you
don’t know about God’s power? 2When
people rise from death, there will be no
marriage. People will not be married to
each other. All people will be like angels in
heaven, 26Surely you have read what God
said about people rising from death. In the
book where Moses wrote about the
(burning, bush,” it says that God told Moses
this: ‘T am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.””* 27 If God
said he-is their God, then, these men are not
really dead. He is the God only of living
people. You Sadducees are wrong!” ‘

Sadducees A leading Jewish religious group. They
accepted only the first five books of the Old
Testament. They believed that people don’t live again
after death.

burning bush - Read Ex. 3:1-12.

Abraham, Isaac, Jaceb Three of the most important
Jewish leaders during the time of the Old Testament.

“‘Tam ... Jacob’ Quote from Ex. 3:6.
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Which Command Is Most Important?

B0ne of the teachers of the law came to
Jesus, He heard Jesus arguing with the
Sadducees” and the Pharisees. He saw that Jesus
gave good answers to their questions. So he
asked Jesus, “Which of the commands is most
important?”

BJesus answered, “The most important
command is this: ‘People of Israel, listen! The
Lord our God is the only Lord. ¥You must love
the Lord your God. You must love him with all
your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all
your strength.”* 3!The second most important
command is this: “You must love other people
the same as you love yourself.” These two
commands are the most important.” ;

32The man answered, “That was a good
answer, Teacher. You were right when you said
these things. God is the only Lord, and there is
10 other God. 33And a person must love God
with all his heart, all his mind, and all his
strength. And a person must love other people
the same as he loves himself. These commands
are more important than all the animals and
sacrifices we offer to God.”

MJesus saw that the man answered him
wisely. So Jesus said to the man, “You are close
to the kingdom of God.” And after that time, no
person was brave enough to ask Jesus any more
questions.

35Jesus was teaching in the temple area. Jesus
asked, “Why do the teachers of the law say that
the Christ is the son of David? With the help of
the Holy Spirit, David himself says:

“The Lord (God) said to my Lord (Chrisy):
Sit by me at my right side,

Sadducees - A leading Jewish religious group. They
accepted only the first five books of the Old
Testament. They believed that people don’t have
another life after death.

‘People ... strength’ Quote from Deut. 6:4-5.

‘You must ... yoursel® Quote from Lev. 19:18.
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MARK 12:37-13:1

and T will put your enemies under
your control.”
Psalm 110:1

"David himself calls the Christ ‘Lord.” So how
can the Christ be David’s son?” Many people
listened to Jesus and were very pleased.

BJesus continued teaching. Jesus said, “Be
carefiil of the teachers of the law. They like to
walk around wearing clothes that look
important. And they love for people to show
respect to them in the market places. ¥They love
to get the most important seats in the
synagogues.” And they love to get the most
important seats at the feasts. ““They are mean to
widows and steal their homes. Then they try to
make themselves look good by saying long
prayers. God will punish them very much.”

A Widow Shows the Meaning of Giving

#1Jesus sat near the temple money box™ where
people put their gifts. He watched the people put
money in the box. Many rich people gave much
money. “Then a poor widow came and gave
two very small copper coins. These coins were
not even worth a penny.

“Jesus called his followers to him. Jesus said,
“I tefl you the truth. This poor widow gave only
two small coins. But she really gave more than
all the rich people. “Those people have plenty;
they gave only what they did not need. This
woman i very poor. But she gave all she
had. And she needed that money to help her
live.” .

Future Destruction of the Temple

1 Jesus was leaving the temple area.
One of his followers said to him,

control Literally, “feet.” ‘

synagogues Synagogues were places where Jew:
gathered for prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other
public meetings.

money box A special box in the Jewish place for
worship where people put their gifts to God.
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“Look; Teacher! This temple has very
beautiful buildings with very big stones.”

2Jesus said, “You see these great
buildings? All these buildings will be
destroyed. Every stone will be thrown down
to the ground. Not one stone will be left on
another.” :

3Later, Jesus was sitting at a place on the
Mount of Olives.* He was alone with Peter,
James, John, and Andrew. They could all
see the temple. Those followers asked
Jesus, 4“Tell us, when will these things
happen? Ard what will show us it is time
for these things to happen?”

SJesus said to the followers: “Be careful!
Don’t let any person fool you. SMany
people will come and use my name. They
will say, ‘T am the One.” And they will fool
many people. 7You will hear about wars
that are being fought. And you will hear
stories about other wars beginning. But
don’t be afraid. These things must happen
before the end comes. ®Nations will fight
against other nations. Kingdoms will fight
against other kingdoms. There will be times
when there'is no food for people to eat. And
there will be earthquakes in different places.
These things are like the first pains when
something new is born.

*You must be careful. People will arrest
you and take you to be judged. They will
beat you in their synagogues. You will be
forced to stand before kings and governors.
You will tell them about me. This will
happen to you because you follow me.
10Before these things happen, the Good
News must be told to all people. !'You will
be arrested and judged. But don’t worry
about what you should say. Say the things
God gives you to say at that time: It will not
really be you speaking. It will be the Holy
Spirit speaking. ‘ ‘

Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem
where a person could look down into the temple area.
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12“Brothers will turn against their own
brothers and give them to be killed. Fathers will
turn against their own children and give them to
be killed. Children will fight against their own
parents and find ways for their parents to be
killed. BAIl people will hate you because you
follow me. But the person that continues strong
until the end will be saved.

4<You will see ‘the terrible thing that causes
destruction.™ You will see this thing standing in
the place where it should not be.” (You that read
this should understand what it means.) “At that
time, the people in Judea should run away to the
mountains. '*People should run away without
wasting time to stop for anything, If a person is
on the roof of his house, he must not go down to
take things out of his house. 6If a person is in
the field, he must not go back to get his coat.
17At that time, it will be bad for women that are
pregnant or have small babies. 18Pray that these
things will not happen in winter. *Why?
Because those days will be full of much trouble.
There will be more trouble than has ever
happened since the beginning, when God made
the world. And nothing as bad as that will ever
happen again. 2God has decided to make that
terrible time short. If that time were not made
short, then no person could continue living, But
God will make that time short to help his special
people that he has chosen, 2'At that time, some
person might say to you, ‘Look, there is the
Christ!” Or another person might say, ‘There he
is!” But don’t believe them. %2False Christs and
false prophets will come and do great things and
miracles. They will do these things to the people
God has chosen. They will do these things to try
to fool his people, if that is possible. 2So be
careful. Now I have warned you about all
this before it happens.

#“During the days after this trouble
happens,

‘the terrible thing that causes destruction’ See
Dan. 9:27; 12:11 (compare Dan. 11:31).
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MARK 13:25-37

“The sun will become dark,
and the moon will not give light.
%5 The stars will fall from the sky,
and everything in the sky will be

changed.”  porio 13:10: 34:4

%“Then people will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with power and great
glory. 27The Son of Man will send his angels all
around the earth. The angels will gather his
chosen people from every part of the earth.

2“The fig tree teaches us a lesson: When the
fig tree’s branches become green and soft, and
new-leaves begin to grow, then you know that
summe is near. It is the same with these things
that I told you would happen. When you see all
these things happening, then you will know that
the time® is near, ready to come. ] tell you the
truth. All these things will happen while the
people of this time are still living, 3'The whole
world, earth and sky, will be destroyed. But the
words I have said will never be destroyed.

32No person knows when that day or time
will be. The Son and the angels in heaven don’t
know when that day or time will be. Only the
Father knows. 3*Be carefull Always be ready!
You don’t ktow when that time will be. #This is
like a man that goes on a trip and leaves his
house. The man lets his servants take care of the
house. He gives each servant a special job to do.
One servant has the work of guarding the door.
The man tells this servant to always be ready.
This is the same as 1 am now telling you. 3*So
you must always be ready. You don’t know
when the owner of the house will come back. He
might come in the afternoon, or at midnight, or
in the early morning, or when the sun rises.
36The owner might come back quickly. If you
are always ready, then he will not find you
sleeping. 371 tell you this, and I say this to every
person: ‘Be ready!””

time ‘The time that Jesus has been talking about when
something important will happen. See Lk. 21:31,
where Jesus says that this is the time for God’s
kingdom to come.
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MARK 14:1-8

The Jewish Leaders Pian to Kill Jesus

1 It was now only two days before the

Passover” and the Festival of
Unleavened Bread.” The leading priests and
teachers of the law were trying to find a
way to use some lie to arrest Jesus. Then
they could kill him. ZThey said, “But we
cannot arrest Jesus during the festival. We
don’t want the people to become angry and
cause ariot.”

A Woman Does Something Special

3Jesus was in Bethany. He was eating in
the house of Simon the leper.* While Jesus
was there a woman came to him. The
woman had an alabaster® jar filled with very
expensive perfume. This perfume was made
of pure nard.” The woman opened the jar
and poured the perfume on Jesus’ head.

4Some of the followers there saw this.
They became upset and complained to each
other. They said, “Why waste that perfume?
SThat perfume was worth a full year’s work.
It could be sold and the money could be
given to poor people.” And they criticized
the woman strongly.

6Jesus said, “Don’t bother the woman.
Why are you troubling her? She did a very
good thing for me. "You will always have
poor people with you. You can help them
any time you want. But you will not always
have me. 8This woman did the only thing
she could do for me. She poured perfume

Passover ~An important Jewish holy day. The Jews ate
a special meal on this day every year to remember
that God freed them from slavery in Egypt in the time
of Moses.

Festival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish
holiday week. In the Old Testament it began the day
after Passover, but by this time the two holidays had
become one.

feper A person who had a very bad skin disease.

alabaster A beautiful kind of stone that can be carved.

nard  Very expensive ol from the root of the-nard plant.
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MARK 14:9-16

on my body. She did this before I die to:
prepare me for burial. °I tell you the truth.
The Good News will be told to people in all
the world. And in every place where the
Good News is told, the story of what this
woman did will also be told. The thing she
has done will be told and people will
remember her.”

Judas Agrees to Help Jesus’ Enemies

10Then one of the twelve apostles went to
talk to the leading priests. This was the
follower named Judas Iscariot. Judas wanted
to give Jesus to them. !'The leading priests
were very happy about this. They promised
to pay Judas for doing this. So Judas waited
for the best time to give Jesus to them.

The Passover Meal

121t was now the first day of the Festival
of Unleavened Bread. This was a time when
the Jews always sacrificed (killed) the
Passover lambs.* Jesus® followers came to
him. They said, “We will go and prepare
everything for you to eat the Passover meal.
Where do you want us to have the meal?”

BJesus sent two of his followers into the
city. Jesus said to them, “Go into the city.
You will see a man carrying a jar of water.
The man will come to you. Follow that man.
4That man will walk-into a house. Tell the
person who owns the house, ‘The Teacher
asks that you show us the room where he and
his followers can eat the Passover meal.’
I5The owner will show you a large room
upstairs. This room is ready for you. Prepare
the food for us there.”

1680 the followers left and went into the
city. Everything happened the way Jesus
said. So the followers prepared the Passover
meal.

Passover lambs Part of the éelebration of Passover
was the sacrifice of a lamb, See Ex. 12:3-9.
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MARK 14:17-26

In the evening, Jesus went to that
house with the twelve apostles. 8While
they were all at the table eating, Jesus
said, “I tell you the truth. One of you
will be against me—one of you eating
with me now.”

9The followers were very sad to hear
this. Each follower said to Jesus,
“Surely I'will not be against you!”

20]Jesus answered, “The man who is
against me is one of you twelve. He is
the one who dips his bread into the same
bowl with me. 2!The Son of Man will go
and die,. The Scriptures say this will
happen. But it will be very bad for the
person who gives the Son of Man to be
killed,. It would be better for that person
if hie were never born.”

The Lord’s Supper

2While they were eating, Jesus took
some bread. Jesus thanked God for the
bread and divided it. He gave the bread
to his followers. Jesus said, “Take this
bread \and eat it;. This bread is my
body.”

2Then Jesus took a cup of wine. He
thanked God for it and gave it to the
followers. All the followers drank from
the cup. '

%4Then Jesus said, “This wine is my
blood. My blood (death) begins the new
agreement from God to his people,.
This blood is given for many people. 251
tell you the truth. 1 will not drink this
wine again until that day when I drink it
in the kingdom of God and the wine is
new.”

26A1] the followers sang a song. Then
they went out to the Mount of Olives.
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Jesus’ Followers Will All Leave Him

Then Jesus told the followers, “You
will all lose your faith. It is written (in the
Scriptures;:

‘Twill kill the shepherd,
and the sheep will run away.’
Zechariah 13:7

2But jafter I die, I will rise from death.
Then I will go to Galilee. I will be there
before you go there.”

BPeter said, “All the other followers may
lose their faith. But I will never lose my
faith.”

30Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth.
Tonight you will say you don’t know me.
You will say this three times before the
rooster crows twice.”

31But Peter answered strongly, “I will
never say I don’t know you! I will even die
with you!” And all the other followers said
the same thing.

Jesus Prays Alone

32Jesus and his followers went to a place
named Gethsemane. Jesus said to the
followers, “Sit here while I pray.” ¥Jesus
told Peter, James, and John to come with
him. Then Jesus began to be very troubled
and full of sorrow. 3Jesus said to Peter,
James, and John, “My soul is full of sorrow.
My heart is breaking with sadness. Wait
here and stay awake.”

35Jesus walked a little more away from
them. Then Jesus fell on the ground and
prayed. Jesus prayed that, if possible, he
would not have this time of suffering.



DA 14:36-44

ARZAER 2], o <fTe8
R, L7, GRITRER, XA
IS, WREAERRNEESE
, WA rEE, >

THRER IR IR, % B4 A5 ] #R
BET, MMES: T, RE
ETG? MEERITMEE — &g~
APPSR RIS EEID 2 SRq] B
B, BArth, FEZIER. K
MLORBAEE, BERGHEY
5,

PHRER X RATHE, ATIEHT RN A IR
T, MR E R, RBARATR
WEE T, AATE AR TR, A4
XHRBR YiAT A4 1,

“ERERES =K R, Xk AR A
B CURITETERESE AR B, 1%E
BT RREE T AFRER NS,
HRERAMF R, Rk, @ilE
S RATHE, HSEREART, 7

HB R 4% 455

CHRREIE SR, Ty —
MRABEHILT. fb S IR — A
A, FEAEREE T RIAAREE, XA
ARSRRK, Hk A 110K
A,

Y SRERER A B AR
THES, Mg <RWEIBA AR
WIE: RITHIHE, BNER L RMTE,

165

MARK 14:36—44

36Jesus prayed, “Abba,* Father! You can do
all things. Let me not have this cup* |of
suffering;. But do what you want, not what [
want.”

37Then Jesus went back to his followers.
He found them sleeping. He said to Peter,
“Simon, why are you sleeping? You could
not stay awake with me for one hour?
38Stay awake and pray for strength against
temptation. Your spirit wants to do what is
right. But your body is weak.”

¥ Again Jesus went away and prayed the
same thing, “°Then Jesus went back to the
followers. Again Jesus found them sleeping,
Their eyes were very tired. The followers
did not know what they should say to Jesus.

“ After Jesus prayed a third time, he went
back to his followers. Jesus said to them,
“You are still sleeping and resting? That’s
enough! The time has come for the Son of
Man to be given to sinful people. “2Stand
up! We must go. Here comes the man who
is giving me to those people.”

Jesus Is Arrested

BWhile Jesus was still speaking, Judas*
came there. Judas was one of the twelve
apostles. Judas had many people with him,
These people were sent from the leading
priests, the teachers of the law, and the
older Jewish leaders. These people with
Judas had swords and clubs.

4“Judas planned to do something to
show the people which man was Jesus.
Judas said, “The man I kiss is Jesus. Arrest
him and guard him while you lead him

Abba  Name that a child called his father. It was used
like the English word “daddy.”

cup Jesus is talking about the bad things that will
happen to him. Accepting these things will be very
hard, like drinking a cup full of something that tastes
very bad.

Judas Literally, “the one who betrayed him.”
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away.” %80 Judas went to Jesus and said,
“Teacher!” Then Judas kissed Jesus.
46Then the men grabbed Jesus and
arrested him. 47One of the followers
standing near Jesus grabbed his sword
and pulled it out. This follower hit the
servant of the high priest* with the
sword and cut off his ear.

48Then Jesus said, “You came to get
me with swords and clubs like [ am a
criminal. ¥Every day I was with you
teaching in the temple area. You did not
arrest me there. But all these things have
happened so that it will be like the
Scriptures said.” 3Then all of Jesus’
followers left him and ran away.

5IThere was a young man following
Jesus. He was wearing only a linen
cloth. The people also grabbed this man.
52The cloth he was wearing came off,
and he ran away wearing nothing.

Jesus Before the Jewish Leaders

53The people who- arrested Jesus led
him to the house of the high priest. All
the leadifig priests, the older Jewish
leaders, and the teachers of the law were
gathered there. 4Peter followed Jesus,
but he did-not come near Jesus. Peter
followed Jesus to the yard of the high
priest’s house. Peter went into the yard.
Peter was sitting there with the guards.
He was warming himself by their fire.

55The leading priests and all the
Jewish council tried to find something
that Jesus had done wrong so they could
kill him. But the council could find no
proof that would allow them to kill
Jesus. 6Many people came and told false
things against Jesus. But the people all
said different things—none of them
agreed.

high priest The most important Jewish priest and
leader.
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5'Then some people stood and said
something false against Jesus. They said,
58“We heard this man (Jesus) say, ‘I will
destroy this temple that men made. And
three days later, I will build another
temple—a temple not made by men.”” $But
also the things these people said did not
agree.

80Then the high priest stood before all
the people and said to Jesus, “These people
said things against you. Do you have
something to say about these charges
against you? Are these people telling the
truth?” ¢1But Jesus said nothing. He did not
answer.

The high priest asked Jesus another
question: “Are you the Christ, the Son of
the blessed ,God,?”

8Jesus answered, “Yes, I am the Son of
God. And in the future you will see the Son
of Man sitting at the right side of the Great
One (God). And you will see the Son of
Man coming on the clouds of heaven.”

83When the high priest heard this, he was
very angry. He tore his clothes and said,
“We don’t need any more witnesses! You
all heard him say these things against God.
What do you think?” ‘

All the people said that Jesus was wrong.
They said he was guilty and must be killed.
65Some of the people there spit at Jesus.
They covered Jesus’ eyes and hit him with
their fists. They said, “Show us that you are
a prophet*!” Then the guards led Jesus
away and beat him.

Peter Is Afraid to Say He Knows Jesus

At that time, Peter was still in the yard.
A servant girl of the high priest came to
Peter. 6The girl saw Peter warming himself
at the fire. She looked closely at Peter.

prophet Prophets could say things that most people
could not know.
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68But Peter said that he was never with
Jesus. He said, “T don’t know. or understand
what you are talking about.” Then Peter left
and went to the entrance of the yard."

9The servant girl saw Peter there. Again
the girl said to the people who were
standing there, “This man is one of those
people that followed Jesus,. 5. T0Again Peter
said that it was not true.

A short time later, some people were
standing near Peter. The people said, “We
know you are one of those people (that
followed Jesus). You are frorn Gahlee, the
same as Jesus,.”

"IThen Peter began to curse. He said
strongly, “I promise to God that I don’t
know this man you are talking about!”

T2 After Peter said this, the rooster crowed
the second time. Then Peter remembered
what Jesus told him: “Before the rooster
crows twice, you will say three times that
you don’t know me.” Then Peter was very
sad and began to cry.

Governor Pilate Questions Jesus

1 Very early in the morning, the leading

priests, the older Jewish leaders, the
teachers of the law, and all the Jewish
council decided what to do with Jesus. They
tied Jesus-and led him to Pilate, the
governor;. They gave Jesus to Pilate.

2Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of
the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Yes, that is right.”

3The leading priests accused Jesus of
many things. *So Pilate asked Jesus another
question. Pilate said, “You can see that
these people are accusing you of many
things. Why don’t you answer?”

5But Jesus still did not answer. Pilate was
very surprised at this.

Verse 68 Many Greek copies add: “and the rooster
crowed.”
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Pilate Tries but Fails to Free Jesus

6Bvery year at the Passover time the
governor would free one person from the
prison. He would free any person the people
wanted him to free. 7At that time, there was
a man named Barabbas in prison. He was in
prison with the rebels. These rebels were
guilty of murder during a riot. 8The people
came to Pilate and asked him to free a
prisoner like he always did. ‘

9Pilate asked the people, “Do you want
me to free the king of the Jews?” 10Pilate
knew that the leading priests had given
Jesus to him because they were jealous of
Jesus. 1But the leading priests persuaded
the people to ask Pilate to free Barabbas,
not Jesus.

12Pilate asked the people again, “So what
should I do with this man you call the king
of the-Jews?”

13The people shouted, “Kill him on a
cross!”

14Pilate asked, “Why? What wrong has
he done?”

But the people shouted louder and
louder, “Kill him on a cross!”

15Pilate wanted to please the people. So
Pilate freed Barabbas for them. And Pilate
told the soldiers to beat Jesus with whips.
Then Pilate gave Jesus to the soldiers to be
killed on a cross.

16Pilate’s soldiers brought Jesus into the
governor’s palace (called the Praetorium).
They called all the other soldiers together.
1"The soldiers put a purple robe on Jesus.
Then they used thorny weeds to make a
crown. They put the crown of thorns on
Jesus’ head. 8Then they called to Jesus.
They said, “Hello, king of the Jews!” 1The
soldiers hit Jesus on the head many times
with a stick. They also spit on him. Then
they teased Jesus by, bowing on their knees
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and worshiping him. 2After they finished
teasing Jesus, the soldiers took: off the
purple robe and put his own clothes on him
again. Then they led Jesus out of the palace
to be killed on a cross.

Jesus Is Killed on a Cross

2There was a man from Cyrene walking
into the city. The man was Simon, the
father of Alexander and Rufus. Simon was
walking into the city from the fields. The
soldiers forced Simon to carry the cross for
Jesus. 2They led Jesus to the place called
Golgotha. (Golgotha means “The Place of
the Skull.”) 22At Golgotha the soldiers tried
to give Jesus wine to drink. This wine was
mixed with myrrh.” But Jesus refused to
drink it. 24The soldiers nailed Jesus to a
cross. Then the soldiers divided Jesus’
clothes among themselves. They gambled
with dice to decide which clothes each
soldier would get.

21t was nine o’clock in the morning
when they nailed Jesus to the cross. 26There
was-a sign with the charge against Jesus
written on it. The sign said: “THE KING OF
THE JEWS.” 27They also put two robbers on
crosses beside  Jesus. They put.one robber
beside Jesus on the right, and they put the
other robber beside Jesus on the left, %*
People walked by and said bad things to
Jesus. They shook their heads and said,
“You said you could destroy the temple and
build it again in three days. 3So save
yourself! Come down from that cross!”

3The leading priests and the teachers of
the law were also there. They teased Jesus
the same as the other people did. They said

myrth  Myreh was mixed with wine, and this was used
as a drug to help a person feel less pain.

Verse 28 Some Greek copies add verse 28: “And the

" Scripture happened that says, ‘They put him with
criminals.”
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to themselves, “He saved other people. But he
can’t save himself. 2If he is really the Christ,
the king of Israel (the Jews), then he should
;save himself by, coming down from the cross
now. We will see this, and then we will
believe in him.” The robbers that were being
killed on the crosses beside Jesus also said
bad things to him.

Jesus Dies

33At noon the whole country became dark.
This darkness continued until three o’clock.
34At three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani.” This
means, “My God, my God, why have you left
me alone?”™

358ome of the people standing there heard
this. The people said, “Listen! He is calling
Elijah.”™ ‘

360ne man there ran and got a sponge. The
man filled the sponge with vinegar and tied
the sponge to a stick. Then he used the stick to
give the sponge to Jesus to drink from it. The
man said, “We should wait now and see if
Elijah will come to take him down from the
Cross.” :

3Then Jesus cried with a loud voice and
died.

38When Jesus died, the curtain® in the
temple was torn into two pieces. The tear
started at the top and tore all the way to the
bottor. ¥The army officer” that was standing
there before the:cross saw what happened
when Jesus died. The officer said, “This man
really was the Son of God!”

#Some women were standing away from

“My God ... alone” Quote from Ps, 22:1.

“He is calling Elijah” The word for “My God” (Eloi
in Aramaic or Eli in Hebrew) sounded to the people
like the name of Elijah, a famous man that spoke for
God about 850 B.C. )

curtain A curtain divided the “most holy place” from
the other part of the temple.

army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who
had authority over 100 soldiers.
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the cross, watching. Some of these women
were Mary from the town of Magdala,
Salome, and Mary the mother of James and
Joses.' (James was her youngest son.)
4These were the women that followed
Jesus in Galilee and cared for him. Many
other women were also there. These women
had come with Jesus to Jerusalem,

Jesus Is Buried

#2This day was called Preparation day.
(That means the day before the Sabbath
day.) It was becoming dark. A man
named Joseph from Arimathea was brave
enough to go to Pilate and ask for Jesus’
body. Joseph was an important member of
the Jewish council. He was one of the
people that wanted the kingdom of God to
come. “Pilate was surprised to hear that
Jesus was already dead. Pilate called the
army officer that guarded Jesus. Pilate
asked the officer if Jesus was already dead.
#The officer told Pilate that Jesus was
dead. So Pilate told Joseph he could have
the body. “Joseph bought some linen cloth.
Joseph took the body ,from the cross, and
wrapped the body in the linen. Then Joseph
put the body in a tomb (grave) that was dug
in a wall of rock. Then Joseph closed the
tomb by rolling a very large stone to cover
the entrance. “’Mary from Magdala and
Mary the mother of Joses saw the place
where Jesus was put. ‘

News that Jesus Has Risen from Death

1 The next day after the Sabbath day,

Mary from Magdala, Salome, and
Mary the mother of James bought some
sweet-smelling spices. They wanted to put
the spices on Jesus’ body. 2Very early on
that day, the first day of the week, the
women were going to the tomb. It was very
early after sunrise. 3The women said to each
other, “There is a large stone covering the
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entrance of the tomb. Who will move the
stone for us?”

4Then the women looked and saw that
the stone was moved. The stone was very
large, but it was moved away from the
entrance. SThe women walked into the
tomb. They saw a young man there wearing
a white robe. The man was sitting on the
right side of the tomb. The women were
afraid.

¢But the man said, “Don’t be afraid. You
are looking for Jesus from Nazareth, the
one that was killed on a cross. He has risen
from death! He is not here. Look, here is the
place they put him when he was dead. Now
go and tell his followers. And- be sure to,
tell Peter, Tell them, ‘Jesus is going into
Galilee. He will be there before you. You
will see him there like he told you before.”

8The women were very afraid and
confused. They left the tomb and ran away.
The women did not tell about what
happened, because they were afraid.

[Some of the oldest Greek copies of Mark
end the book here.]

Some Followers See Jesus

9Jesus rose from death early on the first
day of the week. Jesus showed himself first
to Mary from Magdala. One time in the
past, Jesus had forced seven demons to
leave Mary. 1After Mary saw Jesus, she
went and told his foliowers. His followers
were very sad and were crying. ''But Mary
told them that Jesus was alive. Mary said
that she had seen Jesus. But the followers
did not believe her.

12 ater, Jesus showed himself to two
followers while they were walking in the
country. But Jesus did not look the same as
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before he was killed. 3These followers
went back to the other followers and told
them what happened. Again, the followers
did not believe them.

Jesus Talks to the Apostles

Later Jesus showed himself to the
eleven followers while they were eating.
Jesus criticized the followers because they
had little faith. They were stubborn and
refused to believe the people that said Jesus
had risen from death. ;

I5Jesus said to the followers, “Go
everywhere in the world. Tell the Good
News to every person. '6Any person that
believes and is baptized will be saved. But
the person that does not believe will be
judged guilty. 7And the people that believe
will be able to do these things as proof:
They will use my name to force demons out
of people. They will speak in languages
they never learned. '8Those people will hold
snakes without being hurt. And those
people will drink poison without being hurt.
Those people will touch sick people, and

the sick people will be healed.”

Jesus Goes Back to Heaven

After the Lord Jesus said these things
to the followers, he was carried up into
heaven. There, Jesus sat at the right side of
God. 2The followers went everywhere in
the world and told the Good News to
people. And the Lord helped them. The
Lord proved that the Good News they told
people was true. He proved this by giving
the followers power to do miracles.
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Luke

Luke Writes About the Life of Jesus

Dear Theophilus, Many people have

tried to give a history of the things that
happened among us. 2They have written the
same things that we learned from some
other people—the people that saw those
things from the beginning and served God
by telling people his message. I myself
studied everything carefully from the
beginning, your Excellency.” Then I
thought I should write it for you. So T put it
in order in a book. 4] write these things so
that you can know that what you have been
taught is true.

Zechariah and Elizabeth

SDuring the time when Herod” ruled
Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah.
Zechariah belonged to Abijah’s group.”
Zechariah’s wife came from the family of
Aaron. Her name was Elizabeth. ®Zechariah
and Elizabeth were truly good people
before God. They did everything the Lord
(God) commanded and told people to do.
They were without fault. "But Zechariah
and Elizabeth had no children. Elizabeth
could not have a baby; and both of them
were very old.

Excellency This word was used in speaking or writing
to an important person like a king or ruler to show
respect.

Herod Herod I (the Great), of Judea, 40 B.C. 0 4 B.C.

Abijah’s group Jewish priests were divided into 24
groups. See | Chron. 24.
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$7echariah was serving as a priest before
God for his group. It was his group’s time to
serve. 9The priests always chose one priest to
offer the incense.” Zechariah was chosen to
do this. So Zecharigh went into the temple®
of the Lord (God) to offer the incense.
10There were many, many people outside;
They were praying at the time the incense
was offered. 'Then, on the right side of the
incense table, an angel of the Lord (God)
came and stood before Zechariah. *When he
saw the angel, Zechariah was confused and
very afraid. 13But the angel said to him,
“Zechariah, don’t be afraid. Your prayer has
been heard by God. Your wife, Elizabeth,
will give birth to a baby boy. You will name
him John. 4You will be very, very happy.
Many people will be happy because of his
birth. 1*John will be a great man for the Lord
(God). He will never drink wine or liquor.
Even at the time when John is being born, he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit:" '6John
will help many Jews return to the Lord their
God. "John himself will go first before the
Lord. John will be powerful like Elijah.” He
will have the same spirit Elijah had. He will
make peace between fathers and their
children. Many people are not obeying God.
John will bring thiose people back to the right
way that people should think. He will make
people ready for the |coming of| the Lord.”

18Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I
know that what you say is true? I am an old
man, and my wife is also old.”

9The angel answered him, “I am
Gabriel. I stand before God. God sent me to

incense  Special dried tree sap used for a sacrifice. It
was burned to make a sweet-smelling smoke.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish
worship.

Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of
Christ, and the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ,
he does God’s work among people in the world.

Elijah A prophet that lived about 850 B.C.
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talk to you and to tell you this good news.

20Now, listen! You will not be able to talk
until the day when these things happen.
You will lose your speech. Why? Because
you did not believe what I told you. But
these things will really happen.”

2Qutside, the people were still waiting
for Zechariah. They were surprised that he
was staying so long in the temple. 22Then
Zechariah came outside, but he could not
speak to them. So the people knew that
Zechariah had seen a vision® inside the
temple. Zechariah could not speak. He
could only make signs to the people.
2When Zechariah’s time of service was
finished, he went home.

2L ater, Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth,
became pregnant. So she did not go out of
her house for five months. Elizabeth said,
25“Look what the Lord (God) has done for
me! He decided to help me |have a baby,.
Now people will stop thinking there is
something wrong with me.”

The Virgin Mary

%-2Dyring Elizabeth’s sixth month of
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to a
virgin® girl that lived in Nazareth, a town in
Galilee. The girl was engaged to marry a
man named Joseph from the family of
David.* Her name was Mary. 28The angel
came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord
(God) is With you. You are very special to
him.”

vision Something like a dream that God used to speak
to people.

virgin A girl that is not married and has never had
sexual relations.

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
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29But Mary was very confused about
what the angel said. Mary wondered, “What
does this mean?”

30The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid,
Mary, because God is very pleased with
you. 3Listen! You will become pregnant,
You will give birth to a baby boy. And you
will name him Jesus. He will be great
(important). People will call him the Son of
the Most High (God). The Lord God will
give him the authority of David, his
ancestor. ¥Jesus will rule over the people of
Jacob forever. Jesus” kingdom will never
end.” ‘

4Mary said to the angel, “How will this
happen?  am still a virgin!”

35The angel said to Mary, “The Holy
Spirit will come to you and the power of the
Most High (God) will cover you. The baby
will be holy. He will be called the Son of
God. *Also, your relative Elizabeth is
pregnant. She is very old, but she is-going
to have a son. Everyone thought she could
not have a baby, but she has been pregnant
now for six months! 3’God can do
anything!”

3BMary said, “I am the servant gitl of
the Lord (God). Let this thing you have
said happen to me!” Then the angel went
away.

Mary Visits Zechariah and Elizabeth

¥Mary got up and went quickly to a
town in the hill country of Judea. 4°She
went into Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth, 4'When Elizabeth heard Mary’s
greeting, the unborn baby inside
Elizabeth jumped. Then Elizabeth was
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filled with the Holy Spirit. “2Elizabeth
said with a loud voice, “God has blessed
you (Mary) more than any other woman.
And God has blessed the baby which you
will give birth to. ¥You are the mother of
my Lord, and you have come to me! Why
has something so good happened to me?
4“4When I heard your voice, the baby
inside me jumped with joy. ¥You are
blessed because you believed what the
Lord (God) said to you. You believed this
would happen.”

Mary Praises God
46Then Mary said,

4 “My soul praises the Lord (God);
my heart is happy becavse God is
my Savior. ‘ ’
8 Tam not important.
But God has shown his care for me,
his servant girl.
From now on, all people will say that [
amblessed, .
#®  because the Powerful One (God) has
done great things for me.
His name is very holy.
50 God always gives mercy to those
people that worship him.
51 God reached out his arm and
showed his power:
He scattered those people
that are proud
and think great things
about themselves.
52 God brought down rulers from
their thrones,
and he raised up the humble people.
53 God filled the hungry people
with good things,
but he sent the selfishly; rich people
away with nothing.

N
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54 God has helped Israel—the people he
chose to serve him.
He gave us his mercy.
55 God has done what he promised to our
ancestors, ~
to Abraham, and to his children
forever.”

S6Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about
three months. Then Mary went home.

The Birth of John

S7When it was time for Elizabeth to
give birth, she had a boy. 5®Her neighbors
and relatives heard that the Lord (God)
was very good to her. They were happy
for her.

59When the baby was eight days old,
they came to circumcise* him. They
wanted to name him Zechariah because
this was his father’s name. %But his
mother said, “No! He will be named
John.”

6/The people said to Elizabeth, “But no
one in your family has this name (John)!”
62Then théy made signs to his father,
“What would you like to name him?”

83Zechariah asked for something to
write on. Then Zechariah wrote, “His
name is John.” All the people were
surprised. 8Then Zechariah could talk
again. He began to praise God. $And